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A memo outlining terms for British mercenaries to plan Sierra Leone coup 


By Fran Abrams 
and Andrew Buncombe 

THE Independent can today re- 
veal the secret negotiations 
that ended with British merce- 
naries helping to overthrow the 
Sierra Leone regime in a bloody 
counter coup. 

As gove rnm ent .emb arrass ;, 
ment grew - ovaTForei^r^Sce 
involvement in the plot, Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, yes- 
terday promised an independent 
inquiry into the claims that 
British officials covertly gave 
approval to the mercenaries. 

The documents show the 
full extern of the planning for 
the coup in a series of ex- 
changes between the exiled 
government of Sierra Leone, an 
arms dealer wanted for alleged 
money laundering and the for- 
mer Army officer Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tim Spicer, head of 
Sandline International Ltd, who 
describe themselves as "military 
consultants". The negotiations, 
conducted by faxed tetters and 
cellular phones, stretched from 
Canada to the West African 
state of Guinea. 

The documents also show 
the costs involved in planning 
an operation to overthrow the 
regime. In one letter, Lt-Col 
Spicer explains that one week’s 
consultancy will cost S60.000 
(05.000). He says that addi- 
tional expenses to make a pre- 
sentation of the plan in Africa 
will cost $10,000. 

“You asked for assistance 
with a military appreciation of 
the credible options,” he says, 
**we are certainly able to assist.” 

The Foreign Secretary yes- 
terday promised the investiga- 
tion amid growing evidence 


that Foreign Office staff knew 
mercenaries were engaged to 
reinstate Sierra Leone’s elect- 
ed president, Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah, in breach of a United 
Nations aims embargo. 

Mr Cook was forced to the 
despatch box to respond to the 
allegations after the Speaker, 
Betty Boothrq^trccepto&au* 
emergency question from the 
Opposition. He said no minis- 
terial approval had ever been 
given for the activities of San- 
dline Inte rnational T-td. 

“1 can assure the House 
that we have not. and we will 
not, condone any breach of in- 
ternational law,” hesaid. 


Inside 


Anatomy of a very 
secret coup, page A 
Leading article, 

page 20 


It was “a matter of deep con- 
cern'' that his fellow minister 
Tboy Lloyd had been ill-ra- 
fonned by his officials. Mr Cook 
added. Mr Lloyd answered a Par- 
liamentary debate on the issue 
in March, two days after a Cus- 
toms and Excise investigation 
was launched into Sandiine’s ac- 
tivities, but knew nothing about 
the inquiry at the time. 

Clearly laying the blame on 
officials, Mr Cook told the 
House: “I do believe that it is 
unsatisfactory that he was put 
up to the dispatch box in Par- 
liament to speak to the House 
without being informed.” 

Inquiries by The Independent 
have established that plans to 
organise a. counter-coup to re- 


instate President Kabbah, exiled 
in Guinea, began as early as July 
1997 - two months after he was 
ousted by rebel forces headed 
by Johnny I^ul Koroma. He was 
finally reinstated with the help 
of neighbouring governments 
and arms and training supplied 
by Sandline, in February 1998. 
‘‘ Customs and- Excise are in- 
vestigating the shipment of arms 
by Sandline and the possible in- 
volvement of the British au- 
thorities. in particular the High 
Commissioner to Siena Leone, 
Peter Penfold. The Independent 
revealed yesterday that Sandhor 
had met FCO offi cials just 
weeks before ft shipped 30 tons 
of aims to pro-Kabbah forces. 

Mr Cook said an indepen- 
dent figure would be called in 
to investigate once the Customs 
and Excise inquiry and any 
subsequent prosecution were 
complete. 

Some Africa-watchers ex- 
pressed doubts about Mr Kab- 
bah's human rig fits record. Dr 
Abdel Ffctan Musah, a consultant 
to the British American Securi- 
ty Information Council, a non- 
governmental organisation 
concerned with aims dealing, said 
2,000 opponents of Mr Kabbah 
had been jailed since bis return 
and 60 faced death sentences. 

The restoration of the Kab- 
bah regime has not in any way 
advanced the cause of democ- 
racy in Sierra Leone. Oppo-. 
nents of the regime are being 
rounded up and reports filter- 
ing out indicate instances of se- 
rious human rights violations” 
he said. The credibility of the 
ethical UK foreign policy and 
the proposed EU code of con- 
duct could be seriously under- 
mined by die scandal.” 
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By Anoe Hanley 

iin Rome 


; a child m the village of Santo, near Salerno in southern Italy 


THE Italian government de- 
clared a state of emergency af- 
ter torrents of mud and water 
unleashed by two days of in- 
cessant tain engulfed hundreds 
of homes in the southern Ital- 
ian region of Campania yes- 
terday, kiDing at least 25 people. 

Rivers of mud burst into 
town centres, tearing apart 


houses and bridges, swallowing 
cars and sending panicked res- 
idents fleeing in the heavily pop- 
ulated area south of Naples. 

A 34year-oki woman and ha- 
three children were killed when 
the mud swept through their 
home in Bratigliano, dragging 
them downstream for half a 
mile. The children’s father es- 
caped by climbing on to the roof 

In the town of Quindka, the 
mudslide k2kd the former mayor, 


Olga Sartanieto, who in the 1980s 


organised crime syndicate in the re- 
gjoulhe Camcxra. Rescue services 
said at least 70 more people were 


terday blamed bad land man- 
agement for the tragedy. This 
disaster was totally predictable,” 
said Alberto Fiorillo, a 
spokesman for the Legambiente 
environmental group. 

- Further report; page 15 


Sinn Fein backs Ulster peace 


0By David McKIttnck 

- Ireland Correspondent 


ships of Sinn Fein 
. have taken a mo- 
:ision for repubU- 
b the Good Friday 
and allow theft- 
take their seats in. 
East assembly. 

IV Blair and John 
tr Belfast yesterday 
jini venture aimed 
the agreement, the 

on for a substan- 
in the 22 May ref- 
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erendums designed to endorse 
the accord. 

Sinn Fran’s ard-chomhairie 

(executive committee) wiQ ask a 
special conference, due on Sun- 
day,io drop the decades-old stip* 
. ulation in fts constitution against 
members taking seats in a “par- 
titionist” Belfast institution. 

It is beHeved the IRA hasap- 
.. proved die move in a decision 
thot^ft to havebeen taken at an 

IRA convention in the Irish Re- 
public last month. A two-thirds 
majority is required at the con- 
ference, though with IRA and 
Smn Fein leaders in favour, the 
result is in little doubt. 

The historic nature of die 
move in republican terms can 
be seen in the fee* that both the 
Provisional IRA and Provi- 
sional Sinn ftin were formed in 
1969 by dissidents who left the 


main organisation, in part be- 
cause of plans to drop tradi- 
tional abstentionism- 

Meeting on Tuesday, the 
Sinn Fein executive, gave qual- 
ified approval to the Good Fri- 
day agreement, deriding to 
propose changes to the party’s 
constitution and to call for yes 
votes in both referendums. In a 
statement to be placed before 
the conference, the executive 
said while the Good Friday doc- 
ument did not far as for as it 

would have Hked, it heiaktedtna- 

jor change, weakened the union 
and wasaD-lrebnd in character. 

Saying a transitional process 
could provide a pragmatic route 
to Irish independence it added: 
“Its another staging post on the 
road to a peace seOlemenL” It 
said that in sorne areas the pro- 
posed new north-south council 


“represents effectively the ex- 
ercise of joint authority”. 

The republican stance drew 
a guarded public welcome in 
London and Dublin, although 
privately both g over nm ents will 
be pleased. The move, while 
highly sensitive in republican 
teems, reflects the fact that na- 
tionalist approval for the accord 
is dose to unanimous. 

A claim by Ulster Unionist 
leader David Trimble that the 
ERA intended to shortly de- 
commission a token amount of 
weaponry was jgmssed by Sinn 
Fein as “a flight of fancy which 
is not based on reality. - Mr 
Trimble added: The important 
thing is whether they are going 
to make ftdear that tbm terrorist 
campaign is enrer and that we are 
going to have a genuine peace.” 

Historic ration, page 2 


England captain 
on kicking charge 


By Glenn Moore 

Football Correspondent 

ALAN SHEARER last night 
found that being England’s cap- 
lain and raHsman in "World Cup 
year did not put him above the 
laws of the Football Association. 

The Newcastle United cen- 
tre-forward was charged with 
misconduct for allegedly ktek- 
' ing another player in the head. 

However. Shearer will not 
miss any World Cup matches if 
he is found guilty by an FA com- 
mission of the assault on Neil 
Lennon of Leicester City, eight 
days ago. nor will the foot- 
baller miss the FA Cup final 
against Arsenal on 16 May. 

The decision to charge 
Shearer was taken by Graham 



Shearer: Misconduct charge 

Kelly, the chief executive of the 
FA, after studying video evi- 
dence of the incident. In ft 
Shearer appears to kick 
Lennon, who is on the ground. 
Full story,- Sport, page 32 
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By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

MORE than 50 children have 
been boro in Britain after be- 
ing screened for genetic defects 
in what critics warn could be the 
first step towards the creation 
of designer babies. 

The figures were disdosed by 
Professor Lord Winston, the test 
tube baby pioneer, whose clinic 
at Hammersmith hospital, Lon- 
don, is one of four in the coun- 
try permitted to carry out the 
work by the Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Authority. 

The authority is preparing a 
consultation paper on the tech- 
nique, called pre-implantation 
diagnosis, in which embryos 
are selected to be free of genetic 
defects before being replaced in 
the womb, following concerns 
expressed ty pro-life groups that 
scientists are “meddling in hu- 
man evolution". A spokesman 
for the authority said yesterday: 
This is one of the biggest issues 
we are dealing with. The im- 
plications are enormous.'’ 

Lord Winston said the tech- 
nique of pre-implantatiou diag- 
nosis was the last hope for 
desperate parents who had suf- 
fered repeated miscarriages or 
seen previous children die. The 
technique has so far been used 
in a handful of fatal disorders 
caused by single genes including 
cystic fibrosis, Ducheunes mus- 
cular dystrophy and Taysach's 
disease. A test for the breast can- 
cer gene, BrCal, that gives 
women who inherit it an 80-90 
per cent chance of developing 
the disease, was likely to be the 
next development, be said. 

However, he dismissed sug- 
gestions that advances in the 
technique would usher in a 


new era of designer babies and 
trigger demand from parents for 
socially desirable charactexi&ks 
in their children. 

Speaking a! a meeting or- 
ganised by the Centre for 
Bioethics and Public Policy, 
which has warned that p re- im- 
plantation diagnosis could be the 
start of a slippery slope towards 
eugenics and the quality control 
of children, he said: T have no 
doubt that its uses will be ex- 
tended but in a limited way. In 
spite of the exaggerated claims 
made for it, pre-implantation di- 
agnosis seems to me a relative- 
ly insignificant technology. It is 
of limited value for a small 
number of parents but those par- 
ents are desparatety deserving 
of something better than the al- 
ternatives/’ 

Parents carrying a gene for 
one of the rare disorders cur- 
rently faced an appalling choice 
between abortion, taking a 
“russian roulette” style chance 
on having an affected baity or 
remaining childless. 

Dr David King, editor of 
Geneihics News, predicted that 
developments in the technolo- 
gy over the next decade would 
extend the availability of genetic 
testing and make it possible 
without the invasive procedures 
involved in extracting eggs and 
replacing embryos. Even 
though most human charac- 
teristics were controlled by 
multiple genes, sophisticated 
techniques of embryo selec- 
tion could increase the chances 
of having a healthy baby. 

“W; will begin to hear that sex 
is for fun but having dnkiren is a 
serious matter which must not be 
left to chance. Vfe will be told that 
children have a right to the best 
genetic chance in life,” he said. 
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Judges power trial ordeal 


By Ian Burrell 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

THE Lord Chief Justice said 
yesterday that judges in rape 
trials should intervene to prevent 
complainants being deliberately 
intimidated by de fendant* who 
opted to conduct their own 
Gross-examination. 

In a judgement which effec- 
tively gives guidelines on the 
issue to lower courts. Lord 
Bingham said a defendant was 
entitled to ask questions, but if 
he deliberately prolonged the 


process, the judge should call a 
halt or even take over the ques- 
tioning himself to save the com- - 
plainam from avoidable distress. 

He said: “If the defendant 
seeks by his dress, bearing,, 
manner or questions to domi- 
nate, intimidate or humiliate the 
complainant, or if it is reason- 
ably apprehended that he wGL 
seek to do so, the judge should 
not hesitate to order the erec- 
tion of a screen in addition to 
controlling the questioning." 

Speaking at the Court of 
Appeal, Lord Bingham was 


giving judgment refusing Milton 
Brown leave to appeal agaiost 
his conviction and 16-year 
prison sentence for .twice rap- 
ing a woman arid- indecently' 
assaulting and falsely impris- 
oning another. 

At his Kni ghtsbri dge Crown 
Court trial Last November, 44- 
year-ol^ Brown sacked his de- 
fence team, conducted his own 
defence and subjected his victims 
to merciless cross-examination, 
pausing between questions for 
up to 10 minutes and making ex- 
plicit suggestions to them. 


Yesterday, one of Brown’s 
victims, Sandra Summers, 38, 
who waived her right to anony- 
mity after he was jailed, said 
Lord Bingham bad not gone far 
enough in his comments. 

Mrs Summers said; ‘Alleged 
sex attackers should hot be al- 
lowed to question their victims 
at aQ. The ordeal is too terrible. 
I do not think most women 
could cope.” 

Lord Bingham, sitting with 
Mr Justice Turner and Mr Jus- 
tice Penry-Davey, said Judge 
Fbntius had conducted the rape 


trial with great fairness and 
judgment and did everything he 
thought he could to protect the 
two women. 

Bnt his closing remarks on 
the right to cross-examine 
prompted the Court of Appeal 
to “offer such help as we can 
give to any trial judge who 
may,. in the immediate fixture, 
face a similar difficulty^®/ ; 

Lord Bingham said: there 
was no doubt tire law could be 
changed to oblige ^ defendant 
to be legally represented, but' 
some would see this as, an_ in- 


fringement of their customary 

rights- 

A trial judge's duty was, of 
course, to ensure the accused 
received a fair trial, but he must 
also have regard for the inter- 
ests of other parties, particularly 
witnesses who were obliged, to 
re-live their ordeaL 
- in cases such as the present. 

it would often be’desirabie, be- 
fore any questions were put, to . 
discuss the course of.ptoceed- 
. mgs with, the defendant in the 
-absence of the jury. 

A defendant should be told- 







United: Tony Blair, Prime Minister, with John Major, former prime minister, answering questio^s at a press conference In Belfast yesterday 

Historic union for peace brokers of Ulster 


Photograph: Reuters 


Recyded paper made up 
41.4% of the raw material far 
UK newspapers in the 
first half of 1997. 


By Kim Sengupta - - 

in Belfast 

TONY BLAlfc, Who drove 
through the Northern Ireland 
peace agreement, and John 
Major, who can claim to have 
started the process, met in 
Belfast yesterday in an un- 
precedented show of cross par- 
ty unity behind a “yes" vote in 
the coming referendum. 

The meeting of the current 
and former prime ministers 
came in a momentous day for the 
Good Friday accord. Sinn Fein 
sources revealed that the parly's 


Natioriaf ExeciifiSi) wa&to pro- 
pose its acceptance at the Aid, 
Fheo at the weekend And news 
also came overnight that coun- 
cils across Northern Ireland in- 
cluding Ballymena, seen as being 
in the Paisleyite heartland, had 
voted to accept the deaL 
Hie Prime Minister arrived 
in Belfast in driving rain for a 
brief but significant series of 
meetings. He and Mr Major 
took part in a question and an- 
swer session at Belfast's Wa- 
terford Hall during which they 
repeatedly stressed that the 
pupils, from 11 schools across 


the province, were the future, 
and they also stressedthe need 
to break away from the divisions 
and sectarianism of the past. 

Mr Blair’s next two meetings 
involved two of the thorniest 
problems faring the peace agree- 
ment: the coming Protestant 
marching season and the fears 
about the proposed reform of 
the RUC and the early release 
of convicted terrorists. Mr Blair 
met members of the recently 
constituted Parades Commis- 
sion and then went on to meet 
police officers at a training col- 
lege. He stressed that prisoners 


would only befreedif the dr--' 
ganisations they belong to per- 
manently disown violence..The. . 
RUC, he said, would be re- 
formed but with full consent to 
enable to adjust them to “polic- 
ing in more normal times". 

Earlier, Mr Major had de- 
livered a ringing endorsement 
of the agreement in a speech to 
the Northern Ireland Chamber 
of Commerce: “I do not wish to 
see this generation and the 
next relive the miseries of the 
past ... A yes' vote would be a 
huge advance. It is the right vote 
for the future, bringing with it 


Tbcr efimfe of a settlement 
which had eluded the people of 
the.British Isles.foc.400 years.".. 

Mr Major declared that “a 
‘no’ vote will be a ‘no’ to hope”. 
It is the desire of “those who 
cling rigidly to past certainties 
and cast casually aside the op- 
portunities ahead". . 

He continued: “If the people 
of Ulster now say no to what has 
been agreed by David Trimble, 
John Hume and John Alden&e, 
let alone the political represen- 
tatives of the m ain pa ramilitar y 
organisations, to whom will the 
Province say yes? ... who be- 


lieves that Ian Paisley- and 
Robert McCarfcsycan achieve 
terms more likely to gain wide- • 
spread community support?" 

But Mr Major sounded a 
warning note over a decom- 
missioning of weapons: “Now 
the IRA have cast doubt on that 
and insist they will not decom- 
mission their weapons. No one 
can be certain if their statement 
is aimed at their own internal 
divisions, whether it’s bluff or 
whether they mean it. But they 
must know they cannot cherry 
pick from the agreement that 
was reached." 
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By Paul McCann 

Media Editor 


THE Independent Tfcievisioa 


legations try a newspaper that 
an award-winning Carlton TV 1 
documentary' on Colombian 
drug^smog^erswas faked. 

" The -watchdog has wants a 
tape of the pro gramm e, The 
Connection , and is txrasiderihg 
requesting rushes and out-takes 
from the film to see if it can un- 
cover evidence that the main el- 
ements were staged. Carlton has 
told the ITC that it is conduct- 
ing its own inquiry. A spokes- 
man for the ITC said the in- 

vestigatiou was unprecedented. 

After the story was pub- 
lisfaedyesterday in the Guardian 
Carlton lawyers spent the day 
closeted with the channel’s'for- 
mer head of documentaries 
Roger James and the producer 
of The Connection Mac de 
Beaufort They have beentoTd 
to say nothing to the press. Both 
men left Carlton Last year for an 
independent production firm. 

Carlton says it has been co- 
operating with the Guardian for 
months on the story 'and wiD 
continue to help. A company 
spokesman refused 1 IB reveal 
whether the broadcaster was 
plamiing to refute theHclaims. 

The Connection told the 
stoiy of a new heroin route into'-. 
Britain from Colombia. It in-E 
duded footage ofa drug courier 1 
swallowing packages of the 
drug and flying them into . 
Britain, and an interview with ■ 
the number three boss of the - 
Cali drug cartel that was sup- ' 
posed to have taken place at a ’ 
secret location. 
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WEATHER WISE 


A CONFERENCE is taking place this week 
in Abidjan in the Ivory Coast called •‘The First 
Forum on Seasonal Climate Prediction and its 
Application to Early Mhrning Systems for Food 
Security in West Africa". Its main aim is to co- 
ordinate forecasting techniques and assemble 
and analyse available data to produce a series 
of models to predict crop yields in the region. 

A Reuters report on the first day of the con- 
ference indicates the potential that already ex- 
f 5 10 ™Prove matters, but also identifies 
the best-mtentioned 
efforts. On the positive side, delegates have re- 
ported how pilot projects in Asia with ground- 
nut fanners could serve as a model for West 

Arn f J , s *■*“*» growers and may then be ex- 
panded to other crops. 

models may aka help produce 
TdZTTT re8K,nal forecasts - whk± can be 
h° needs - Much historical 
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is EMsiifio but ’ •** b *8 problem 
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weather need, torSi,??' Un ^ er f’ ndin S of 
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End of a dynasty as 
the final Sainsbury 
checks out 


’•> 





TransformationL- The Sainsbury supermarket dynasty in 1969 and (right) the 
stones* humble origins in Drury Lane in London 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Oty Editor 


LX)RD SAINSBURY of Turville, chairman 
of the Salisbury's supermarket chain, sig- 
nalled the end of an era yesterday with the 
suiprise announcement that he is to retire 
from the business in September. With no 
other family members left in the compa- 
ny it will be the first time the Salisbury's 
family has relinquished control of the su- 
permarket empire in hs 130-year history. 

Lord Sainsbury, 58, is one of Britain's 
richest men with a wealth estimated at over 
£3btL He was the sixth family member to 
run Salisbury's since its started as a dairy 
shop in London's Drury Lane in 1869. 

A keen supporter and financ ial backer 
of Tony Blair's Labour Party, he plans to 
devote himself to a career as a wodcbg peer. 
He will chair the new University for Tn - 
dustiy, a government initiative designed to 
improve the skills of teenagers who leave 
school and do not attend further education. 

Looking relaxed and cheerful Lord 
Sainsbury said yesterday: “It is a historic 
moment and in some ways a sad one. But 
of course it was also inevitable. Most peo- 
ple expected that there would be a 10-15 
year gap after me before the next family 
member might have been ready." 

On bis new life in politics, he said: “It 
has been no secret that there are two things 
in my life, business and politics. The Blair 
government represents everything I have 
always wanted from British politics.” 


Lord Sainsbury is a recent convert to 
Labour after a long allegiance to the cen- 
tre left Social Democrat party, which 
eventually merged with the Liberals to form 
the Liberal Democrats. 

He announced in 1995 that he would 
vote for Labour under the leadership of 
Tbny Blair and has written pamphlets for 
left-wing think tanks tbe Fabian Society and 
the Public Policy Centre. 

Lord Sainsbury will hand over the run- 
ning of the business to Dino Adriano, chief 
executive who has worked for the company 
for 20 years. Lord Sainsbury's cousin Tim 
Sainsbiny wiD remain on tbe board as a non- 
executive director for a couple of years but 
will then depart too. Lord Sainsbury said 
the family intend to retain their near-40 per 
cent shareholding in the business. 

Educated at Eton, Cambridge and the 
University of Columbia in New York, 
David Sainsbury was groomed to lead the 
business. 

He joined in 1963 at the age of 23 and 
spent 17 years as finance director before 
becoming chairman in 1992. He did not al- 
ways' appear comfortable in the role which 
some say was more a doty for him than a 
pleasure. 

His tenure in the top job led to mixed 
results. During his reign the business ex- 
panded further into America and bought 
Tfexas Homecare the DIY chain. But the 
supermarket business lost its way and was 
overtaken by a resurgent Tesco. 

Food for policies page 22 



Liquid asset: Lord Sarebuy groomed forthe rote of chairman of the family ffloup, wants to conce n tr ate 
on his political career. The Blair government % everything I have wanted from British politics* 


Harrison 
tells court 
of Beatles 
‘junk’ 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


THE High Court was warned 
yesterday against “experts who 
wallow in Beatle trivia." It was 
“junk” said the man giving ev- 
idence - former Beatle George 
Harrison. 

Harrison, 54. donned read- 
ing spectacles to pore over 
large bundles of court docu- 
ments as he gave evidence to 
stop an amateur recording of 
the group made at tbe begin- 
ning of their fame 36 years ago. 

“Ti nlik e the experts who 
wallow in Beatle trivia 1 spend 
a lot of time getting the junk out 
of my mind through meditation 
so I don’t know or remember 
- 1 don't want to know or re- 
member - every last detail be- 
cause it was trivial pursuit,*’ he 
said at one point 

Mr Harrison, Ringo Starr, 
Sir Paul McCartney and Yoko 
Ono, who is executrix of John 
Lennon’s will, are asking a 
High Court judge to ban sales 
of a CD produced from the 
recording made at The Star 
Club in Hamburg in 1962. 

In his evidence Mr Harrison 
told of the “wild early” days 
which involved “a lot of 
teenagers getting drunk playing 
rock’n'roll*'. He said: “That’s 
how it was. It was just a wild 
thing.” 

The ex-Beatles and Yoko 
want the original tape at the 
centre of the case, or proof that 
it has been destroyed. It was 
made by Edward Taylor, leader 
of obscure Sixties band King 
Size Thylor and The Domi- 
noes, on his own reel-to-reel 
machine when he was playing 
a double bill with the Beatles. 

Mark Platts Mills QC, rep- 
resenting the Beatles, told Mr 
Justice Neuberger at the start 
of the case that there had been 


“various attempts to exploit" 
the tape by people associated 
with the defendants, Linga- 
song Music Ltd, of Vfrltham 
Abbey, Essex. 

Lingasong is claiming that 
John Lennon, who was shot 
dead in 1980, gave his verbal 
consent to the recording, but 
the other group members say 
they did not even know it was 
being made. 

Mr Harrison said that Tfed 
Thylor was not a close friend. 
“He was a leader of another one 
of the groups. In those days, 
everyone was friendly to one an- 
other but only saw one anoth- 
er if they happened to play the 
same dub at the same time." 

Harrison then went on to 
talk candidly about The Beat- 
les’ early days. He said that 
Lennon was “tike the loudest of 
us” and the eldest - before 
Ringo joined. “But we had a de- 
mocratic thing going between 
us. Everyone in the band had 
to agree with everything that 
was done." 

Harrison said the record at 
the centre of the case was the 
“crummiest" ever made in the 
group’s name. “The only per- 
son who allegedly heard any- 
thing about it is the one person 
who is dead, who can’t actual- 
ly come here and say it’s a load 
of rubbish.” 

He said John Lennon would 
have said something about the 
tape if he had known about it: 
“He never said anything to 
anyone. He didn't say anything 
to Brian Epstein or to Paul Mc- 
Cartney." 

Even if anything had been 
said between John Lennon and 
Ted Thylor h (fid not constitute 
a business deal: “One drunken 
person recording another 
bunch of drunks does not con- 
stitute business deals." 

The case continues 


Rollercoasters can damage 
your brain, say doctors 


Ely Charles Arthur 

Science and Technology Editor 


ROLLER-COASTERS can seriously dam- 
age your brain, warns a French doctor who 

has discovered nerve damage in a number 
of otherwise healthy people, days after they 
went on high-speed rides. 

The effects only showed up when peo- 
ple began getting severe headaches hours 
later, said Valerie Biousse, a neurology spe- 
cialist at the Lariboisiere Hospital in 
Paris. And she warned that the numbers 
of such cases, although snxafl, was increasing 
as fairgrounds offer bigger rides and more 
people go on them.- 

Even healthy people, she said, should 
I pay attention to the warning signs displayed 
9 at the entrances to modem rides, which can 

generate forces of more than 4g- four times 
that of gravity - during turns and after steep 
drops. “When you’re on a very fast roller- 
coaster, for your body it’s like doing very 
hard physical exercise. Your h eart ra te goes 
up, and everything is under extra strain,” 
said Dr Biousse. 

The damage she observed in patients, 
who were aged between 20 and 55, ranged 
from small strokes to minor bleeding in the 
walls of head arteries. She said that they 
must have been caused by the abrupt 


changes in acceleration that are typical of 
modem raDer coasters. The effect is almost 
like a car crash - which can also produce 
invisible injuries that only became appar- 
ent days later. 

A spokeswoman for Alton Tbwezs, 
which operates the Oblivion ride -featuring 
a 60-metre vertical drop that generates 45g 
on riders at its end - said: “All our rides 
have safety warnings at Che entrance. If yon 



Risky trip: Roller-coasters can cause 
strokes and bleeding, experts say 


suffer from back, neck or heart problems 
or are pregnant, you shouldn't go on the 
ride.” 

But Dr Biousse told New Scientist mag- 
azine that the four patients she had ex- 
amined included a dance instructor m her 
thirties, and that half the patients she ex- 
amined had no underlying diseases that 
could have contributed to the injuries she 
observed. “In every published case, tbe finst 
symptom was an unusual headache. Peo- 
ple should see a doctor if they have a 
headache a little time after going cm a roller 
coaster ride." 

The Health and Safety Executive, which 
is responsible for licensing roller coasters 
rides in the UK, said that there is no legal 
limit on the g forces that a ride can exert: 
“The onus is on the operator to demon- 
strate that risks to peoples’ health and safe- 
ty is kept as low as reasonably practicable. 
That doesn’t mean zero risk," said a 
spokesman. 

Similar problems were detected in 
1992 with bungee jumping, when doctors 
began recording cases in which peoples’ 
eyesight was affected by the force exerted 
on their eyeballs as the bungee comes tight, 
at the bottom of the jump. People have also 
dislocated or shattered their hip bones on 
jumps. 


‘How new men are suffering daddy stress’ 


By Roger Dobson 
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meeting clients or going to con- 
ferences, or feeling DO, a pre- 
tence that is putting them 
muter increasing stress. 

“Men hide their involve- 
ment with children much more 
Hum women,” said Adrienne 
Burgess, author of ‘Fath^- 
hood Reclaimed* told delegates 
to the NSPCC conference. 

"When they go to reflect the 

children they will say they are 
going to a meeting, or a con- 
ference, ora site visit, and that 
kind of thing. When they have 
time off to look after the chil- 
dren they will say they them- 
selves are ill rather than the 


kids, 


of strategies because they fear 

flay will be seen as not being 

a real man and that it might af- 
fect their careers.” She says 


some men wffl go to enormous 
lengths to conceal their in- 
volvement, “I interviewed one 
divorced man who had been 
picking his daughter up from 
school atX45pm every Wednes- 
day for two years and not even 

his secretary knew” 

Despite tbe strain of in- 
venting excuses, men are 
spending mnch more time with 
their children, but worry that 
they are not, delegates to the 
conference hs Cardiff were told. 
While working women worry 
about getting away on time to 
pick up the children, working 
fathers* principal worry is 
about whether they are getting 
enough time with the children. 
In the 1517Ds only 12 per cent 
of men had such worries com- 
pared to 74 per cent now 
But despite the increasing 


involvement of fathers with 
their children, one in five men 
are at leastinitiaDy opposed to 
the pregnancy of their partner 
or wife. One contributing fac- 
tor here, according to Ms 
Burgess; is that mm are not 
educated early enough. 

“From tbe beginning, from 
the ante natal services on- 
wards, we need to involve the 
father. No-one int er views a 
man whore wife is pregnant, 
and there is no point at which 
men are drawn into the 
process. By bringing them in, 
you could deal with their fears 
and anxieties and identify any 
flotnre problems,” she said. 

TbeaimoftheNSPCCoon- 
ference, the first of its kind, is 
to raise awareness about the 
cultural changes affecting men 
as fathers and partners. 
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Now arranging a fixed rate mortgage 
is just as easy. 


Simply ring 0800 20 30 49 between 8am and 8pm Monday to Saturday and in just 15 
minutes; we’ll let you know how much you can borrow and what your monthly payments will be. 
And that’s it. So if you want to plan ahead with confidence, get a fixed rate mortgage with the 
Halifax. With us, it’s as easy as painting by numbers. 


wwwbaJrfaxxo.uk 


HALIFAX 


Get a Ettie extra help. 
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The anatomy of a very secret coup 


4 * 


Sc 



Atane/Rj 
ShowQj) 


Mini 


W STORE IIO Wl 

■H EXCLUSIVE)^—. 



"iW»7f 


UP 

1 


r 1 

n 

n 

1] 

! 

TO 


1 ] 

1 

1 

i 

n 

1 



ON THESE CELLNET DIGITAL MOBILES 


THE BIGGEST 
CHOKE 



pn 


j 

JL 


S 3 







•Z 

IN-CAR CHAI^ERSCASE 

MOTOROLA 

I DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

B • Can operate on standard *AA' 

S batteries -Weal for emergency use 
n • Flip microphone protects Keypad 
B • Up to 300 minutes talktime/ 

B 90 hours standby 
M • 90 name and number memory 
» ModefcDTTO 


Was £9.99 
In-store 
Price £459 


VOUCHER PRICE 


mjm 


Pks £35 for Connection 


-uMunckcoev - 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


PANASONIC 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Easy-to-use thumb key enables 
simple menu navigation 

• Up to 210 minutes talktime/ 

80 hours standby 

• Fax and data compatible 

• Available in stylish Blue 
or Grey finish 

ModetG450 

IngMB Price VOUCHER PRICE 


b ^GUARANTEED 
lUWEST PRICES 


rt 


n.99* 


I*JS £35 tec Connocwn 






TTTT 


[SS* 


cellnet 


TRAFFIC UNE& . 
9 KARHOLDER 

WORTH ATonuor £35 

NORTEL 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Built-in, hands-free facility 

• In-car holder and "fraffic Une unit 
for complete in-car solution 

• Up to 136 minutes taiktime/ 

96 hours stamfcy 

Model: 920 ■ M 

SS" £$f.99' 




UP TO 90 MMUTtS 


saENTLY AUSTSYOU 
TDflCOMWGCAEJLSI 


TALKTIME 


PANASONIC 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Voice memo facility - records up to 
50 seconds of conversation 

• Easy-to-use thumb key enables simple 
menu navigation 

• Up to 180 minutes 
taJktime/80 hours 

mS£%oo f m Jm Q( 

Was £9959 *■» W»V< 


FOR EVERY GAIK PLAYED By 
ENGLAND OR SC0I1AND 
^ ORU) 


sms 


L99 


Pius £35 tar Connaemn 


Pkfi £35 tar Connection 










■ IMH 





INCLUDES 12 MONTHS LINE RENTAL 

• CONNECTION • £5 FREE CALLS 

• NOKIA 1611 EVERY MONTH 

DIGITAL MOBILE • FREE SPARE 

PHONE BATTERY 




iSB 5iS5MSSw3S 5K » 5S5 B 5 RS M*^^ _ 

Sii^ w« ms M«rt » w unfc aw* »cuinw*c«mLttw«rt«» ware «>»»««« 
riot fcr io« wt» oilwr uflws. Bnodi u*a DWM* wtas M« « tHMfl Ofto «nr% 

HUHW The* wuewr pilees 


f rn t. MMiiL-tiDrrrnT farrim* = £2S*» »MMW4EOSLSpw»MiaTT*a|ea *0 ONbMtf A* ►}“"*» to QWIMHc* atrtp'ttwfcn. Sy iMmvUan. 

*«**■' Conrecttatea^jhsn-b-aH.tto™*-.^ O*— «**■ ^ A<iwo*.»Wb. noM, Ml kr-ttni brWttfc. 


Ask ttstore >or AM*- R"kd you 




Documents reveal British involvement in overthrow of 
dictator. Fran Abrams and Andrew Buncombe report 
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Offered services Military consultant Lieutenant-Colonel Tim Spicer, who objects to the term ‘mercenary*, with his wife Caroline • Photograph: PA 


"THE PRESENT situation,” 
said the fax, "is that there are 
about 30,000 troops located at 
T-nfl g» Interna tional Airport 
poised to attack Freetown at an 
unspecified date " 

The letter, dated S July last 
year, is notable for its matter- 
of-fact style. It signs off: “I 
thank you very much in your 
willingness to assist in this our 
time of need.” 

The letter, one of several 
documents obtained by The In-, 
dependent, reveals a plan to 
overthrow an African regime by 
□sing mercenaries that has led 

to a HMQistoms and Excise in- 
vestigation and growing em- 
barrassment for the British 
government,' which has been im- 
plicated in the plan. 

The fax was sent fay Maznodu 
Koroma, a member of the ex- 
iled Sierra Leone government 
led by President Ahmad Tfcjan 
Kafrhah, in Conakry, capital of 
the west African state of 
Guinea. Conakry was once de- 
scribed as “the Paris of Africa” 
but is now a city of 500,000 and 
little charm. Hot, dirty and 
dusty, with choking exhaust 
fumes and endless lines of 
jammed traffic, it is place where 
- as one wrifer put it - most peo- 
ple spend their time planning 
howto leave. Which is precisely 
what Mr Kabbah and his sup- 
porters were planning to do: 
they wanted to go home. 

They already bad the sup- 
port of those 30,000 men from 
die Nigerian-backed Econom- 
ic Community of West African 
States (Ecomog). But in addi- 
tion , out in the bush of Sierra 
Leone and Guinea were the Ka- 
majors, an ethnic army built up 
by Mr Kabbah while be was 
president. 

The strength of the Kama- 
jors - and the resentment this 
had created among anti-Kabbah 
factions - had been one of the 
factors that led to the coup led 
by Johnny Paul Koroma (no re- 
lation to the minister for pres- 
idential affairs) which ousted 
the president in May 1997. But 
to return to power, Mr Kabbah 
would need the support of the 
Kamajors, and for them to be 
trained and property aimed. 
That was why they turned to Lt- 
Col Tim Spicer, a former British 
soldier who had served in 
Bosnia and the Falklands^ 

The coup was to be funded 
by Rakesh Saxena, a former 
Thai banker who was on bail in 
Canada for an alleged $88m 
(£5 5m) fraud in Thailand. Mr 
Saxena, had diamond mining in- 
terests in Sierra Leone, which 
were threatened by the insta- 
bility there. A exchange of fax- 
es with Momodu Koroma 
shows that he was prepared to 
put $1.5m behind the plan to re- 
store Mr Kabbah to power. 

Even though he was on bail 
in Canada, Mr Saxena knew im- 
mediately who to turn to in or- 
der to convert the idea into a 
military reality. A phone call to 
Lt-Col Spicer in London during 
the weekend of 12/13 July whet- 
ted the former Scots Guards of- 
ficer’s appetite. Things bad not 
been going well for Spicer’s 
“military consulting” business 
which needed a boost 

No sooner had the phone 
call ended than Lt-Col Spicer 
was faxing Mr Saxena with de- 
tails of what be could offer. “Vife 
are certainly able to assist ... as 
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Mercy missio n : US Marines help evacuate more than 500 
foreigners who fled Sferra Leone after the 1997 cot? - 


you are aware we have unique 
expertise and knowledge of the 
country, already have a very 
good relationship with the gov- 
ernment and with Ecomog, and 
have the resources to implement 
any project the government de- 
rides on in an effective, timely 
mann er with minimu m collat- 
eral damage to innocent par- 
ties,” he wrote. 

He planned to fly to 
Conakry on Wfednesday 16 July; 
and for $60,000 plus $10,000 in 
expenses, be would produce a 
full report on what he could of- 
fer. Within two days, the mon- 
ey had been wired to him in 
London by Samir Patel, Mr 
Saxena’s aide at the Sierra 
Leone and Guinea-based 
Jupiter Mining Corporation. 

Lt-Col Spicer should prepare 


We are certainly 
able to assist ... 
any project ... 
with minimum 
collateral damage’ 


his report within a week and 
should then fly to Canada to see 
him, Mr Saxena said He bad re- 
cently invested in two proper- 
ties in Siena Leone and his offer 
of help was solely motivated by 
a desire to protect his business 
interests, he said 

Lt-Col Spicer did as be was 
asked. Once the deal was 
agreed the next step was to find 
the anus the pro-Kabbah forces 
needed. The obvious source 
was Bulgaria, where small arms 
are cheap and the export con- 
trols are lax. It is not known pre- 
cisely how the weapons were 
shipped to Guinea, but it is be- 
lieved they were flown via Nige- 
ria, which is the subject of an 
UN arms embargo. 

The 30 tons of arms were 
flown to Africa on 21 February, 
possibly by IBIS Air, Sand- 
line’s air support company. It is 
rumoured that some time late 
last year a plane was impound- 
ed m Liberia, but that it was re- 


leased after protests from the 
Nigerians. It is said that some 
of the men on board were 
recognised as known “military 
consultants”, or in common 
parlance, mercenaries. 

Lt-Col Spicer objects strong- 
ly to the term “mercenary”. His 
company’s publicity ' material 
describes its business as “con- 
flict resolution and post-conflict 
reconstruction.” It says the firm 
would never become invbhted 
with Ill egal arms trading, rebel 
factious or international or- 
ganised crime. As well as pro- - 
viding military operations on 
land and by air.it. also operates, 
a former Royal Navy gunboat. 

While the Sierra Leone 
troops were preparing for the 
counter-coup, the country’s 
government in exile was not idle. 
Peter Penfold, the British High 
Commissioner, had become 
close to President Kabbah and 
had also met Lt-Col Spicer. 

Obtaining support from oth- 
er countries was not Overly dif- 
ficult. Johnny Koroma was a 
ruthless dictator who in his 
short time as leader waste be- 
responsible for hundreds of 
deaths. Britain, Siena Leone’s 
former colonial power, indi- 
cated its support for Mr Kab- 
bah, even inviting him to the 
Commonwealth leaders’ sum- 
mit in Edinburgh. And, during 
the early part cxfthisyear, as the 
plan progressed, Lt-Col Spicer 
discussed the issue with Foreign 
Office officials in London. 

In February, the counter- 
coup was launched. The troops 
which had been waiting at Luo-, 
gi airport, just 16 miles from 
Freetown across the mouth of 
the Rokel river, were now 
trained and armed- They re- 
stored Mr Kabbah to power, 
bringing thousands of people on 
to the streets to greet him as he 
returned in triumph to Freetown. 

He wasted no time in giving 
thanks where it was due. On the 
day of his reinstatement, he gave r 
a speech acknowledging 
Britain’s role in helping him 
back to power. “The British 
prime minister and his govern- 
ment deserve our special thanks 
for their support and assistance 
in every respect,” he said. 

Leading article, page 20 
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We’re grateful, says 
Sierra Leone minister 


By Andrew Buncombe 


THE Sierra Leone government 
yesterday said that anyone ques- 
tioning the role of British offi- 
cials in returning the elected 
president to power should be 
ashamed of themselves. 

Dr Julius Spencer, the Min- 
ister for Information, said he 
thought people were “missing 
the point” in the row about pos- 
sible collusion between For- 
eign Office officials and 
Sandiine International. 

“I would have to say that if 
the British government and 
British officials were involved in 
supplying arms, then the British 
people should be proud of their 
government,” he told BBC Ra- 
dio 4’s The World At One. 

“If they did, they did some- 
thing that has changed the 
course of history for the better. 
The people of Sierra Leone are 
immensely grateful. Let the 


British people, or the Opposi- 
tion come to Sierra Leone and 
then they will know what the 
people here are feeling. 

“If people knew how bad life 
had been under the illegal 
regime, they would be ashamed 
people were r aising this issue. 
Even if the law was broken peo- 
ple should be happy that it was 
broken for a good reason.” 

Johnny Paul Koroma led 
the factions which ousted the 
elected president, Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah, in May 1997. In the 10 
months before he was ousted in 
February 1998, experts believe 
his regime was responsible for 
hundreds of deaths. Britain 
never recognised his legitima- 
cy and invited President Kabbah 
to attend the Commonwealth 
summit in Edinburgh. 

The deal between Sandline 
was brokered initially through a 
third party. Rakesh Saxema, 
but the contract between the 


mercenaries and the exiled Sier- 
ra Leone government was signed 
by President Kabbah, or on his 
behalf by Solomph Berewa, the 
country’ s Solicitor General. The 
deal was settled in cash. 

Yesterday Sandline repeat- 
ed its claim that it believed it 
was acting with the approval of 
“Her Majesty’s Government”. 

Its solicitor, Richard Slowe, 
said: “President Kabbah’s gov- 
ernment has at all times been 
the only internationally recog- 
nised lawful government of 
Sierra Leone and UN Security 
Council resolution ! 132, which 
imposed sanctions, called for the 
return of the government - 

“Kabbah personally signed 
the agreement with Sandline for 
the provision of personnel and 
military equipment as well as 
the End User Certificate for 
that equipment My clients have" 
been advised that no offence 
had been committed.” - 
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Scargill ally to head 
train drivers* union 




By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


THE THREAT of a new era of 

trade union militancy in the rail 

mdustxy loomed yesterday after 
aleadmg member of Arthur 

waigiUs Socialist Labours 
JY ^ an unexpected victoiy in 
the election for the leadership 
tw the train drivers’ union 

The party has already se~- 
key posts in RMT the 
biggest rail union, but yester- 
day s results marks a consider- 
able extension of its influence. 

. Dave Rix, a relatively un- 
known hard-left union official 
from Leeds, polled 4,558 votes 
compared with 3,357 for Lew 
Adams, who has led Aslef for 
four years. 

While Mr Adams was a left- 
wing pragmatist, Mr Rix, 35, be- 
longs to a Marxist party which 
sees industrial conflict rather 
s . than negotiation as the means 
s’- of winning better working con- 
ditions. 

Mr Adams is Old Labour 
and has been a constant thorn 
in the side of the Government, 
but is considered right-wing by 
Mr Rix. 

Next in line for takeover ty 
Mr Scare's party is the RMT 
where Bob Crow, the deputy 
general secretary, is a member 
of the SLP. Jimmy Knapp, 58, 
the RMT general secretary, will 



Surprise win: Dave Rbc (left) has ousted Lew Adams 
(right) to lead train drivers’ union Aslef Photograph: PA 


have to decide later this year 
whether or not to run in a fresh 
election for the leadership of his 
union. Rjur out of the 1 1-strong 
mil executive of the union sup- 
port Mr Scaxgfll's party. 

It is understood that if Mr 
Knapp, also a pragmatic left- 
winger, decides to step aside, his 
deputy will probably run and 
stands a strong chance of vic- 
tory. With Mr Crow as leader 
'of the RMT and Mr Rix at 
Aslef, the threat of industrial 
disruption would loom even 
larger. 

Mr Rix is little known out- 
side his local branch of the 
union, although he stood in the 
last general election as a can- 
didate for the SLP. He has 


worked on the railways since he 
was 16, joining its Hofbeck de- 
pot m Leeds as a trainee driver. 
The Barnsley-born father-of- 
two has worked alongside Com- 
munists in the union and was 
prominent in supporting the 
miners during the strike of 
1 984-5. He regards Mr Scargill 
as one of the great heroes of the 
labour movement and himself 
as a true socialist 

The new general secretary, 
who will start work next Janu- 
ary, also knows the union's rule 
book backwards. 

The SLP has exploited dis- 
satisfaction in the union over re- 
structuring schemes signed by 
Mr Adams with some 30 train- 
operating companies. While 


Aslef members welcomed 
£20,000-£25,000 salaries, they 
were unhappy about longer 
driving periods. Fragmentation 
of the network since privatisa- 
tion has led to local officials like 
Mr Rix achieving greater 
prominence. 

Mr Rix has led the left in the 
union over the last three or four 
years and with his supporters has 
made capital out of the decision 
by the present union leadership 
. to enter a partnership with 
Richard Branson to form a 
training company for drivers. 

Mr Adams said he was dis- 
appointed to lose to an SLP can- 
didate: “Obviously he had a lot 
of resources behind him for this 
purpose. I am sad that as a con- 
sequence, our union will not 
now have the same relationship 
with the Labour government.'’ 

Mr Rix indicated yesterday 
that he would not propose a 
merger of the two unions, but 
the chances of such an amal- 
gamation would then be much 
greater. Moderate union lead- 
ers would look with consider- i 
able trepidation at the spectre j 
of one powerful union for the 
rail industry under the leader- 
ship of the SLP. 

What makes Aslef a potent 
force is the immediate impact 
of airy industrial action and 
the virtual impossibility of re- 
cruiting staff to replace strikers. 




Edward Burrowes, 12, the youngest soloist in ‘Good and EviP, this summer's BBC Proms season, rehearses with 
Genev i eve Daley and Christopher Good, who plays Elizabethan magician/al chemist Dr John Dee, at the Royal Albert 
Hall, London Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Virgin raises fares in bid 
to boost train bookings 




By Randeep Ramesti 

Transport Correspondent 


RICHARD Branson’s Virgin 
Trains empire is to raise its 
cheapest walk-on fares by more 
than four times the rate of in- 
flation this summer. 

The 145 percent price hike 
will affect travellers who use Su~ 
perSaver tickets -which can be 
used on any day except Fridays 
- on Virgin Crosscountry, 
whose sprawling rail network 
visits aU of Britain's major 
towns, except London. 

. . Rail campaigners attacked . 
*the move. Jonathan Bray, of 
the Save Our Railways pressure 
group, said: “Virgin is system- 
atically putting the cost of 
tum-up-and-go travel through 
the roof.” John Moorhouse, 
secretary of the Rail Users’ 
Consultative Committee, 
added: “We are not pleased with 
the company pricing up. It 


means more expensive travel for 
a lot of people who turn up and 
just want to catch the next train.” 

The Government is consid- 
ering measures to restrict the 
ability of private tram operators 
to introduce higher fares - 
which ministers say wiH price 
people off the rail network. 

Not only mil passengers 
face more expensive tickets, 
but the GrossCbuntry service re- 
mains notoriously irregular - 
with more than one in seven 
trains “officially late”. 

“The service is appalling al- 
ready. I cannot believe that by 
raising ticket prices you will at- 
tract more people,” said Helen 
Jones, Labour MP for War- 
rington North, and a regular 
user of Virgin Thuns. 

Mr Branson’s railway man- 
agers disagree. Vagin’s policy 
is centred on its belief that 
private train companies will 
only become a success if the? 


Toda/s price 


Birmingham - Bristol £23 JO 
Swansea - York £61-50 
Plymouth - Leeds £74 JO 
Liverpool - Winchester £51 
Manchester - Torquay £58J0 


£2650 

£7050 

£85 

£5850 

£67 


♦supersaver return ' 

Annual inflation 3J per cent 


follow an “airline-style” book- 
ing system. This means pas- 
sengers can only get cheap 
deads if they book ahead - by 
specifying their outbound and 
return journeys. 

The company - which is ex- 
pected to get approval this week 
to be floated on the Stock Ex- 
change later this year- has even 
cut some the price of some 
pre-booked jouineys. TxaveDexs 
who buy “apex” tickets from 
Birmingham to Bristol pay 
£21.20 for a return, but in the 
summer this drops to £1950. 

Brian Barrett, Virgin Trains’ 
chief executive, said yesterday: 
“This was an experiment we 
tried out last year and It has 
worked. Nearly 20 per cent of 
passengers now book ahead.” 

Last year, the company in- 
creased its cheap walk-on fares 
from London to Scotland by 15 
percent Virgin expects that “40 
per cent” of its revenue will be 
generated by book-ahead tick- 
ets in about two years 1 time. 

According to an analysis of 
the ccsnpany’ls fares by transport 
consultant Barry Doe, the price 
of an advance ticket has only 
risen, by 2 per cent since 1995 
whereas SuperSavers - the 
cheapest walk-on tickets -have 
rocketed by 22 per cent 

Despite the book-ahead 
fares; Mr Doe said that Virgin 
was potting up its ticket prices 
faster than any other operator. 
“Great 'Western Halos has 
frozen its pre-booked fares, 
why couldn’t have Virgin?” 
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Cuts ring changes for 
mobile phone price war 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


jJ- SUMMER mobile phone 
price war looked on the cards 

as Vbdafone announced it was 

... - 


charges by 50 per cent. 

4 **Wfe would be very surprised 

if our rivals did not follow sub 

well, manager of corporate 
communications for Vodafone. 


get rmg cheaper to use. ^ 

But the Tfelecom Users As-. 

socSaiion warned then? w® a 

wav to go before consumers will 

get a good deal from mobiles. 

Vbdafone said that it was 
cutting off-peak calls to 5p 
framlOp from 1 June «d tar- 
iffs between 7pm and Sam 
would start from onty 2p a 
ffaimute for those subscribing to 
its local call saver option. . 
“It’s .the first time that you 


a zDobfle,” added Mr CaldwelL 
Around 5 biffion minutes are 
spent on mobile phones every 

year and the number is growing 

by 40 per cent. In January the 
networks revealed record con- 
nections in the run-up to Christ- 
mas and currently 9 million 
people own mobile phones. 

But- the mobile phoae in- 
dustry was criticised as being a 
“rip-off” for customers two 
months ago when Oftel an- 
nounced it was referring it to the 

• j i" __ 


is at a cheaper rate than BT on 


missi on over high prices calling 

mobiles from landlines. A 
spokesman for Oftel said yes- 
terday that the MMC inquiry 
was expected to cover other ar- 
eas aswelL 

A spokeswoman for Orange 

said yesterday that they wel- 
comed Vodafone's move- 
“We’re actually pleased to see 
Vbdafone following the exam- 
ples set by Orange over value 

for money and services tailored 
to individual needs. The com- 


petitive nature of the telecom- 
munications market can only 
benefit the customer. "However 
she said the company had no 
plans to change its tariffs as a 
result of Vbdafone’s mom 

Similarly One20ne said that 
its services offered better value 
for money and ft had no plans 
to follow Vodafone. “I don’t 
think the mobile phone market 
has ever been cosy," said a 
spokesman. 

The other telecom giant, 
Ceflnet, said it was already plan- 
ning to launc h new tariffs on 9 
Jane. “Vte believe our existing 
tariff structure is competitive 
and offers value for maney,”said 
a spokesman. “V& review our 
tarifis in order to ensure we te- 
mam competitive but there is no 
immediate plan to do so." 

Despite Vbdafone’s action 
the Telecom Users’ Association 
said yesterday that telecom 

companies bad a long way to go 

before thev could be called 















t " 

T •• 

f ’< 
















“consumer responsive". 




| V vi> i ?\ ■ 


The Sixth Spice Girl? Dream on. 
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I’m no art world 

Capone, dealer 
tells Picasso trial 


Danger zone: A tropical shark swimming in the Shark Theatre at the opening of the National Marine Aquarium in Plymouth yesterday. The cen- 
tre also houses endangered seahorses along with an array of fish and marine life Photograph: Tim Cuff 


A PROPERTY dealer who is 
accused of helping the cele- 
brated cat burglar Peter Scott 
to sefl a stolen Picasso yester- 
day denied that he was the “A1 
Capone” of the art theft world. 

Ronald Spring. 70, the chief 
prosecution witness against his 
alleged accomplice, rejected 
suggestions that he had been in- 
volved in a string of shady deals 
— including one to steal anoth- 
er Picasso masterpiece. 

Mr Scott, 67, whose victims 
in the 1960s and 1970s includ- 
ed film stars Sophia Loren and 
Elizabeth Taylor, is accused of 
trying to set up a deal to offload 
the abstract work Tile de 
Femme , valued at £650,000, 
which was stolen from a May- 


Interest rates go up 


i. 


Whichever way 
interest rates go, with our 
capped rate mortgage 
you'll always be smiling. 
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Interest rates go down 




Whatever madness happens to interest rates, an Alliance & Leicester capped rate mortgage makes sense. !f our variable mortgage 

rate goes down your payments go down. But it' they qo up, your rate won't go above 6.25% ( 6.5% APR ), until 1 July 2002. 

So whichever way interest rates go, you'il still be happy. For an even bigger smile, if you apply before 30th May 1998 you'll 

also get £250 Cashback and an Option 1 Valuation refund For an immediate quote, call the 

Alliance & Leicester Quick Quote on 0845 303 3000 quoting reference MPYil. (Lines ^ 

are open 9am-9pm Monday to Friday, 10am- 6pm weekends). HUH 


Alliance 

Leicester 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


fair gallery. He denies conspir- 
acy to handle stolen goods. 

Snaresbrook Crown Court in 

south London was told that 
Spring, a former legal executive, 
had been involved in a plot to 
obtain a Picasso work, T&e de 
Mousquetaire, by replacing it 
with a fake in the London sale- 
room of Christie’s. 

Under cross-examination 
yesterday Spring, of Southgate, 
north London, said: “I just 
knew what was being suggest- 
ed could not happen. It was 
pure fantasy. I just played along 
for the entertainment to see 
what would happen, but I knew 
all along it was impossible.'' 

The court heard the “fanta- 
sy” plot to steal the Christie’s Pi- 
casso had fallen through just two 

days before the Tite de Femme 
was stolen from the Lefevre 
Gallery by a man brandishing a 
shotgun on 6 March last year. 

But Spring strenuously de- 
nied suggestions that be had 
been involved in the 6 March 
robbery as part of a series of 
deals involving works worth 
millions, including stolen paint- 
ings stolen from Longleat, the 
Marquess of Bath’s Wiltshire 
stately home. 

The court had heard previ- 
ously that the Tile de Femme 
was recovered only after Spring 
had unwittingly set up a deal to 
sell it to a team of undercover 
detectives poring as crooked art 


dealers. Mr Scott, who daims he 
has “retired” from crime to 
become a celebrity teams cosdv 
and lives in Islington# north 
London, told Spring that , he 
wanted up to £75,000 for tbeJV 

cassopoitrritwithinseven.days,- 
the court was told. 

It was alleged that be asked 
for the cash when he handed the ^ 
work to his alleged accompKce 
within hours of the Mayfair rob- 
bery. 

Helen McCormack, for the 
defence, put it to Spring that be 
bad been the key to the deal af- 
ter his previous involvement in 
the art crime world. “The 
explanation is that you were up 
to your neck in stealing art for 
many years, certainly since 
1994,” she said. 

But Spring hit back, saying 
the Tele de Femme deal, from 
which he planned to net 
£25,000, had been the first time 
be bad dabbled in the world of 
art crime. He told the court: “I 
am no A1 Capone. This is 
absolute rubbish.” 

The court heard that Spring, 
who had already admitted a 
charge of conspiring to handle 
stolen goods arising from the 
Mayfair robbery, told an under-- 
cover police officer, named only 
as Patrick, that the raider was 
known to him and had a future 

in art theft. He said: “This young 
fellow is a rough diamond.” 

The case continues. 


Trial told of a life on 
the run paid for 
with violent crime 


AN armed bank robber es- 
caped from police and then 
funded his life on-the-run with 
a catalogue of violent crime - 
including the theft of a Picasso 
oil painting, the Old Bailey 
court was told yesterday. 

Russell Graut-Mc Vicar, 33, 
carried out eight robberies and 
one attempted robbery- netting 
more than £100,000 - between 
June 1993 and May 1997. James 
Hines, for the prosecution, said. 

“They were carried out in a 
most cowardly fashion, name- 
ly by carrying an imitation gun, 
or pretending to cany a firearm, 
such as to terrorise innocent 
members of the public, staff in 
various banks and bureau de 
change departments and in an 
art gallery in one robbery.” 
said Mr Hines. 

Mr Grant-Mc Vicar, who is 
defending himself, has denied 16 
charges of robbery, attempted 
robbery and firearms offences. 

In the raid on the gallery in the 
Vfest End of London lastyear, he 
allegedly travelled there fcy a blade 
London caband ordered it to wait 
as he was ooUectiqg a painting. He 
carried a holdall which concealed 
a double-barrelled shotgun. 

The gallery was housing an 
original Picasso - Tite de 
Femme , said the prosecution. 

The Lcfcvre gallery spe- 
cialised in Impressionist and 
modem painting aod was 
equipped with security cam- 
eras and panic alarms. Once in- 
side, Mr Grant-McVjcar 
approached a female member 



Grant-McVicar: Allegedly 
travelled to raid in a taxi 

of staff and asked the price of 
the Picasso, said the prosecu- 
tion. “When told, he said 1 have 
got a shotgun. I want foal paint- 
ing'," Mr Hines said. 

“She was stunned and said T 
beg your pardon?’ He repeated 
his demand and reached into the 
holdall and produced part of the 
stock of the shotgun. She said 
‘Please, don’t take it out'." 

The prosecution alleged Mr 
Grant-Mc Vicar told her to take 
the painting off the wall, bat 
when she said she was not al- 
lowed to, he ripped it from the 
wall himself. As he returned to 
the cab, he pointed the gun at 
the driver and told him to go to 
Berkeley Square - but later di- 
verted to south London. 

After his arrest in Southamp- 
ton last year, he allegedly gave 
police “clear, unambiguous and 
thoroughly detailed accounts 
of the robberies”. 

The case continues today. 


Butchers ‘wiped 
knives with fingers’ 


STAFF at John Barr’s butcher 
shop which has been implicat- 
ed in the world’s worst E.coli 
O' 157 outbreak would some- 
times use a finger to wipe dry 
knives after cleaning, an inquiry 
beard yesterday. 

Knives used for cutting raw 
meat were also used to open 
bags of cooked meat, admitted 
James Murray, assistant man- 
ager of the shop in Wishaw. 
Lanarkshire. 

Up to 21 elderly people died 
from November 1996 onwards 
in Lanarkshire and central Scot- 
land from the outbreak. 

Mr Murray’s disclosure 
came on the 13th day of the fatal 
accident inquiry into the deaths, 
held in Motherwell, when he 
was being questioned about 
practices in the shop. 

Knives were cleaned at the 
sink - but he agreed in cross-ex- 


amination that “sometir 
staff would then wipe then 
with a finger. 

Mr Murray also said 
staff would not invariably i 
their hands between sei 
raw and cooked meat “1 
kept themselves very ci 
Whether they did it every t 
I could not say that,” he sj 
B ut he denied a sugges 
from Angus Stewart QC, 
health authorities, that the i 
had become “an infer 
superstore”. 

Mr Murray was questic 
over the staff’s motives fb 
riving early at the shop on 23 
vember 1996, ahead of a vis 
environmental health offic 
Mr Murray said that J 
Barr had arranged for mans 
to go in to put cooked c 
aside for the health officia 
The inquiry continues to 
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Passive smoking 
claim makes history 

Former worker at old folks' home blames polluted atmosphere for 
onset of asthma in case that could set legal precedent 

claiming damages over in E n g l a n d and "Wales and the out- lounge" area of the home where res- 




passive smoking in the first case of 
ils land told a court yesterday how 
she was left breathless and wheez- 
ing by the atmosphere in which she 
was forced to work. 

Sylvia Sparrow, aged 60, claims 
she was left with asthma and severe 
chest problems after three years of 
working in the Woreley Lodge elderly 
people’s home in Swinton, Greater 
Manchester. 

Mrs Sparrow told the High Court 
in Manchester she had worked in an 
area of the home that at least five 
residents had adopted as a “smok- 
ers corner” . She said: “I started ex- 
periencing a sore throat. By the time 
I came off my shift I could hardly 
speak. Going in on a morning 1 used 
to feel sick and I didn’t know how I 
would get through the shift. I used 
to battle on, but it got so I couldn’t 
go on. The thought of getting 
through the day was so stressful and 
I used to experience coughing." 

Mrs Sparrow, a State Enrolled 
Nurse, of Swinton. is cl aimin g an 
undisclosed amount for injury and loss 
of earnings from St Andrew’s Homes 
Ltd, which ran Worsley Lodge. The 
home is now under new ownership. 

It is the first time a passive smok- 
ing case has come before the courts 


in England and Wales and the out- 
come could set a legal" precedent 
Mrs Sparrow’s action, being fund- 
ed by the Royal College of Nursing, 
alleges that the company failed to 
provide a safe environment for her 
to work. 

Her counsel, Alan Rawley QC, 
told Mr Justice Holland: “They 
should have provided a smoking 
room in which she need not have 
gone. There are smoking rooms in 
many institutions and non-smoking 
compartments on railway trains. It is 
not beyond the wit of man to devise 
a system which would keep her away 
from smoking, particularly once she 
had given notice of her disabilities.” 

Mr Rawley said that it was a 
“moot point” whether passive smok- 
ing could cause asthma in an adulL 
But doctors had diagnosed Mrs 
Sparrow as probably predisposed to 
the disease, which remained symp- 
tomless until she was exposed to the 
irritant of smoke in her work. 

Mrs Sparrow worked part time al 
the home, which had 72 elderly res- 
idents, from 1986. Her symptoms 
started in 1989, when her GP diag- 
nosed her problems as being caused 
by tobacco fumes. 

Mrs Sparrow said she had asked 
to be moved from the “green 


lounge" area of the home where res- 
idents regularly smoked, but after a 
period elsewhere was told die had to 
move back there permanently. In 
February 1992, die was signed off sick 
for six months and never returned. 

Mrs Sparrow agreed that a doc- 
tor had later assessed the long-term 
effects on her health as minor and 
a tribunal had fixed the extent of her 
disability as 5 per cent. 

She denied she had suggested the 
whole of the home should be made 
smoke-free or that she had exag- 
gerated the extent of her condition. 
She had not left to look for anoth- 
er job earlier because she liked 
working at the home, she said. 

She said a suggestion that she 
could have avoided the area where 
there was smoke was very unfair. “It 
was my duty to be in that area. I 
would not leave the patients.” 

There was constant smoking in the 
area and two of the residents would 
have 600 cigarettes each brought in 
by relatives each month. “Others 
didn't smoke to that extreme but they 
did smoke," said Mrs Sparrow. “As 
soon as they had their breakfast they 
would light up. They were constant- 
ly lighting up. It was their chatting 
comer and their smoking comer.” 

The hearing continues today. 



Why nicotine 
is as addictive 
as heroin 


By Charles Arthur 

Science and Technology Editor 

S CIEN TISTS reckon they have solved a puzzle 
about nicotine addiction: why, if It gives the brain 
less of a buzz than drugs like cocaine or heroin. 


Sylvia Sparrow: ‘As soon as they had finished breakfast they would fight up’ 


Norc, experi ments with nits have shown that 
nicotine, the active drug in tobacco, depresses the 
brain's ability to experience pleasure and respond 
to diwniflil “rewards”. 

Researchers from the Scripps Research In- 
stitnte in La Jolla, Califbnua, found that rats sud- 
denly deprived of nicotine had to be given much 
more of a pleasurable reward stimulus to get the 
same buzz they had before. 

fi ring electrodes implanted In the rats' b rains, 
the researchers measured the levels of “reward" ex- 
perwnced fcy chemical receptors. Brags soch as co- 
caine, heroin, alcohol and nicotine all produce fliar 

“ high" when parts of their molecules latch on to 
ffrpr pfrfl i rprepfnrs in particular nerves in the brain. 
Addiction is a reflection of a physical demand by 
those receptors for more of the che mic a l . Getting 

used to the absence cf the “high" produced^ those 

molecules is part of the process of withdrawal, and 
varies in severity for different drugs. 

In the experiment, nicotine withdrawal produced 
a decrease in brain reward function— meaning that 
for the s ame stimulation, the nerve centres experi- 
enced a smaller buzz. The effects lasted four days, 
du ring which the rats showed the classic signs of 

withdrawal sud) as anxiety, irritability and craving. 

The scientists wrote in the journal Atom*: “The 
decreased function in brain reward systems dur- 
ing nicotine withdrawal is comparable in mag- 
nitude and duration to that of other ingjor drugs 
of abuse and may constitute an important moti- 
vational fector that contributes to craving, relapse 
and continued tobacco consumption in humans.” 


Camelot’s numbers 
come under scrutiny 



THE lottery operator Camelot’s 
books are to come under scruti- 
ny from the Government’s 
spending watchdog, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. The Na- 
tional Audit Office win be given 
access to the company's records 
to ensure the right amount of 
money is being paid to good 
causes. 

The move was hailed as a step 
towards “greater transparency 
and stronger parliamentary ac- 
countability" over the lottery. 

The Tory MP David Davis, 
chairman of the Committee of 
Public Accounts, said yesterday: 
“People play the lottery volun- 
tarfly but this does not detract 
from the need to ensure that it 
is well regulated and that the 
money collected is properly ac- 
counted for. 

“This will be possible now 
that Parliament's auditors will 
have access to Cametofs records 
relating to the financial control 



David Davis ‘Must ensure 
lottery is wefi-reguiated* 

of lottery activities. Today's an- 
nouncement is extremely good 
news both for people who take 
part in the lottery and the good 
causes that benefit" 

Mr Davis said the need for 
greater access to Camelot's ac- 
counts had been flagged up by 
the NAO in 1996 when auditors 
warned that they were unable 
to check whether the right 
amount of money bad been paid 


into the National Lottery Dis- 
tribution Fund. 

Although payments are 
monitored by the regulator 
Oflot, the NAO said Ofiot had 
not carried out 11 of 21 checks 
designed to ensure the licence 
was being stuck to, prompting 
calls for greater accountability. 

The changes are to be 
incorporated into the National 
Lottery BiB. Camelot - which 
is a private company - said that 
although it had no objection to 
the National Audit Office hav- 
ing access to its accounts, the 
change meant altering a con- 
tract drawn up al the start of the 
licence term. 

Joanna Manning-Cooper, for 
Camelot, said: “We have noth- 
ing to hide so it's not a problem 
for us, but it’s another unilater- 
al change to our licence half-way 
through the contract We're 
already one of the most audited 
organisations in the country.” 
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WE CANT BE BEATEN 

Every week, Dixons Price Check 
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THE AA 

OWNED BY ITS MEMBERS 
RUN FOR ITS MEMBERS 


Our loyalties are not divided. 

Our priority is to deliver excellent service 
to AA members at the roadside. 

AA membership subscriptions are used exclusively 
for our members' benefit - not to pay dividends 

to shareholders. 

The only people who profit from the 
AA are our members. 

RAC Motoring Services is set to be sold. The 12,000 full 
members of the RAC's exclusive Pall Mall club are in line 
for windfalls of about £35,000 - each. 

If you're an ordinary member of RAC Motoring Services 
you appear to be in line for £00,000. 

We reckon you need another number. 

Talk to us on 0800 225 646. 
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AA 


To our Members we're the 4th Emergency Service 
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Privacy low 
on list of 
complaints 
over press 

Readers more concerned about 
inacurracy and right to reply 


By Paul McCann 

Editor 

INFRINGEMENT of privacy 
by national newspapers is a 
much smaller worry for the 
public than inaccuracy despite 
the call for privacy legislation 
which followed the’death of Di- 
ana. Princess of Wales last year. 

Only 12 per cent of com- 
plaints to the Press Complains 
Commission in 1997 were from 
people who felt their privacy 
had been invaded. Instead 56 
per cent of the complaints were 
from members of the public 
who were concerned about 
inaccurate reporting or who 
wanted a right of reply. 

Yet privacy issues took up 
most of the PCC’s time last year 
when it reviewed its privacy 
code in the wake of the death 



Mary Bell: Cheque-book 
journalism still a concern 

of Diana, Princess of Whies. The 
PCC code now contains a spe- 
cific right for people to have 
their privacy respected and it 
was tightened up to further 
limit the use of photographs 
taken in private places. The new 
complaints code was even re- 
written to specifically guarantee 
protection for Prince William 
and Prince Harry until they 
leave school. 

The PCC undertook the 
changes to try to head off pres- 
sure for statutory limits of the 
press after public outrage at the 
perceived role of paparazzi 
photographers in the death of 
the Princess. In fact harassment 
complaints amounted to only 


three per cent of the total. 

The concentration on pri- 
vacy complaints also means 
that the PCC has a special 
privacy co mmissi oner to handle 
the 368 complaints it received 
last year. 

“The high-profile privacy 
cases attract a lot of high pro- 
file coverage, 1 ’ said Guy Black, 
director of the PCC yesterday. 
“But although it is a high pro- 
file thing and attracts the pub- 
lic’s interest, in fact it doesn't 
actually happen that often. 

“ Around 90 percent of oar 
complaints come from ordinary 
members of the public and 
the fact is that privacy 
infringements are mainly 
concentrated on public figures. 
The public is much more 
affected by inaccuracies." 

However Mr Black rejected 
the suggestion that last year's 
changes to the code were a 
knee-jerk reaction to the death 
of the Princess of Wales or 
that the code is skewed in 
favour of the famous. “It is not 
just about the number of com- 
plaint,” he said. “We have to be 
responsive to public and par- 
liamentary opinion. For exam- 
ple we only get a tiny number 
of complaints about payments 
to criminals by newspapers, but 
as the Mary Bell case shows it 
is something the public feel 
strongly about" 

The PCC dealt with 2,944 
complaints last year, double 
the number it received in the 
early Nineties, but similar to 
1 996. The vasL majority of com- 
plaints were resolved by or- 
ganising a right of reply, a letter 
for publication or a correction. 
In 82 imresolvable cases the 
PCC conducted an investigation 
and found for 34 complainants. 
In 11 cases it forced newspapers 
to print the full transcript of its 
adjudication. 

Almost half of all complaints 
concerned stories written in 
national newspapers, but 
regional daily and weekly news- 
papers accounted for one third 
of the total. Magazines 
attracted only 4 per cent of 
complaints! 
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Trick of the light: Art-lovers viewing the Masters Of Light exhibition on Dutch painting from Utrecht which opens today at the National Galte'T 
The show focuses on work from the Golden Age of art which flourished in the Netherlands between 1600 and 1670 Photograph. 


Organic 
farmer on 
warpath 


AN ORGANIC farmer may 
take legal action to prevent a 
neighbour planting weedkiller- 
resistant, genetically engineered 
maize, it emerged today. 

The Soil Association, which 
certifies food as organic, has 
said that its concerns about ge- 
netic contamination may lead to 
the environmentally -conscious 
grower near Tbtnes, Devon, 
l osing his organic status over the 
crop. 

Friends of the Earth has 
warned that the case could be 
“only the first of many" if the 
Government does not impose a 
moratorium on genetically-en- 
gineered crops. The test site is 
dose to where Lhe organic 
farmer plans to plant a sweet- 
corn crop. The two crops could 
cross-poliinate. 

Peter Riley of FbE said “The 
threat to the livelihood of an or- 
ganic farmer is yet another ex- 
ample of the dangers of planting 
genetically modified crops.” 
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From high life to low-life: Terry 
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wayward son of the Thatcher 




Jason Bennetto 

charts the rise 
and fall of an 
Essex man who 
gambled and lost 


HE WAS the archetypal Thatcherite 
success story. The son of a postal 
worker from Romford, Essex, he rose 
to become one of the country’s rich- 
est men and most powerful raoehoise 


His millionaire lifestyle, buOt in 
the early 1980s on trading in Japan- 
ese bonds, incfuded the obligatory ex- 
ecutive jet, Rolls Royces, homes 
around the wodd, and the ownership 
of a football club. 

His gambling record was the 
envy of every backside punter - a 
regular winner both on the race- 
course and at the bookies. He was 
a true Eighties self-made man with 
his cockney vowels and shoulder 
length hair. 

Yet Ifcrry Ramsden, 46, looked 
anything but a high-flying, city whizz- 
kid yesterday as he stood in the dock 
at the Old Bailey. A bankrupt with 
debts of more than £100m, he was 
jailed for 21 months for trying to 
conceal about £300,000 from his 
creditors. 

Ramsden's roller-coaster career 
began in the City at the age of 16 as 
an insurance clerk. He quickly re- 
alised he could make more money 
by wo rking for himself and set up his 
own business, making £25,000 in the 
first month. 

But the vehicle for Ramsden's ca- 
reer was an Edinburgh company 
called Gleo International which he 
bought in 1984, when it had a 
turnover of £18,000. 

By 1987, the figure had risen to 
£3.5bn and Ramsden was said to be 
the nation's 57th richest man. 

The venture was based on his 
knowledge of the specialised and 
volatile market in Japanese warrants 
These were options- to buy shares in 
Japanese companies. He gambled on 
a rising market and got it right Af- 
ter hitting the jackpot he was quick 
to adopt a suitably flamboyant and 
high-flying lifestyle to go with the 
new-found wealth. 



7 c--; 





Fall from grace: Terry ftomstUm 
in Ms heyday (left) » racehorse, 
owner and (above) artMngit,.. . 
court for the triad that ended ^ 
yesterday with him belafjdhd . . 
for 21 months. His counsel told - 
the judge: ‘Rightly or wrongly; 
he felt his failure was riot hfr - 
fault but due to the nrrisgidded- •- 
views of others’ .'- - 
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Along with his Porsche, Ferraris 
and Rolls Royces, he was interest- 
ed in racehorses - lots of them. At 
one stage he owned 75. One of his 
biggest successes on the racecourse 
was when his horse Not So Silly won 
the Ayr Gold Cup in 1987. 

SmaD of stature, but invariably ac- 
companied by minder, he was a reg- 
ular visitor to the winner's enclosure. 
Tm a stockbroker from Enfield. I’ve 
got long hair and I like a bet," he 
once said. 

He also owned a Georgian man- 
son on a luxury estate in Bfeckheath, 


south-east London, where he could 
relax in a swimming pool with holo- 
gram shade fins beamed on to the wa- 
ter, before flying by helicopter to 
Walsall Football Club, of which he 
was both owner and chairman. 

He lived with his wife, Lisa, and 
their son, Jake. They also had homes 
in Scotland, Bermuda and Portugal- 
But in 1986 the market and 
Ramsden's luck changed. 

The 1987 crash knocked hundreds 
of millions of pounds off the value 
of his securities. He started to run 
out of cash to .keep the huge and 


complex portfolio of securities afloat 
and his marriage was on the rocks. 

Added to this, he was estimated 
to have lost £58m at the racetrack. - 
there were even stories ofhim part- 
ing with f7.m in a single day. 

Within a year, Glen Internation- 
al crashed, owing £98m, 'and he 
moved to the United States. 

La September 1991, a warrant for 
his arrest was issued era fraud dtaiges 
and he was detained in a Los Angeles 
jail until his return to Britain in Feb- 
ruaiy 1992. 

Thenext month, Ramsden wfls 


declared bankrupt -with the Inland 
Revenue demanding £2I5m and 
other creditor brining the total debt 
to near £1 00m. 

Ramsden escaped with a two-year 
suspended sentence in November 
1993 after he pleaded guilty to of- 
fences of recklessly inducing fresh in- 
vestment in his empire. 

As a bankrupt, Ramsden was re- 
quired to disclose all his assets and 
income but failed to reveal the ex- 
..dstence of a hidden trust and con- 
cealed his ownership of 3 million, 
'shares in the Silversword Corpora- 


tion, a Canadian company in which 
he had a controlling interest. 

Thousands of pounds was paid 
from the trust fund to Ramsden's 
mother, Florence, a former cleaner, 
which she passed on to her son. 
He also foiled to mention winnings 
of £77,000 in 1992, from an accu- 
mulator bet involving five horses and 
a dog. 

Last year, the Serious Fraud Of- 
fice announced that Ramsden was to 
be prosecuted for foiling to disclose 
assets. 

At his trial, Ramsden admitted' 


failing to disclose about £300,000. It 
was also revealed that the fund had 
alsn helped pay for a £323*800 house 
for his wife and son. 

j ailing Ramsden for 21 months, 
Judge Peter Beaumont OC^lso or- 
dered him to pay £10,000 towards 
prosecution costs. 

He told Ramsden: “You broke the 
law »nH must now be punished. ” ; ; 

The judge said he would sdrvie at 
least half the sentence in prison. 

Ramsden, of Fulham, south-west 
London,- pleaded guilly to ibrep 
charges of breaching the Insolven- 
cy Act by foiling to disclose alibis 
assets. ’ 

Anthony Arlidge QG for thi de-" 
fence, said: ^He was motivated by a 
desire to win back his wife and 
restart his fonu^lifeJTfeaocepts now 
that is no longer possible.” 

He added: “He is a man of con- 
siderable talent, who for a long 
time was extremely successful Right- . 
ly or wrongly, he felt his faflure was 
not his fault but due to the misguided 
views of others-.” ' v """ 
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Blunkett’s £6. 5m 
‘breathing space* 
for pre-schools 
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By Gksnda Cooper 

Social Af fairs Correspondent 

- PRE-SCHOOLS run in the 
/ community by parents were 
Jpven a £6_5tn lifeline yesterday 
• as David BJunkect, Secretary of 
'State for Education, pledged 

- high-quality provision for young 
-children. 

- Thepackage was announced 
. by Mr Blunkett as playgroup or- 
ganisers warned that hundreds 
; of groups faced closure. 

Last year the Pre-school 
-Learning Alliance recorded 800 
playgroup closures, largely be- 
cause schools are scooping four- 
year-olds into their own nursery 
and reception classes. 

A further 400 have closed so 
far this year and Margaret 
Locfarie, the PLAs chief execu- 
tive, claimed that another 1,000 
could be lost by the end of 1 998. 

“Ibis is a waste at a time when 
more good-quality child care is 
desperately needed and when the 
Government is on the brink of 
launching a national childcare 
strategy,'’ she said, as the PLA 
prepared a series of events in 
London - including lobbying 
Parliament and the presentation 
of a 150,000 signature petition. 

Mr Blunkett, addressing the 
conference organised by the al- 
liance yesterday, said: ‘‘Ensur- 
ing that we have high-quality 
provision for young children is 
a key government priority. The 


social and intellectual devel- 
opment of children is at the 
heart of our policies on early 
education and childcare.' 1 

He said that he shared con- 
cerns that pre-schools were dos- 
ing just as plans for expansion 
of childcare were taking place. 

“We are allocating an extra 
£6m which will provide more 
than 10,000 extra childcare 
places integrated with early ed- 
ucation for young children,” he 
said. “Pte-scfaools will be among 
the beneficiaries of this money. 
They will be able to provide 
“wraparound" care - care whidb 
extends to the whole day. I twill 
also fond the setting up of new 
groups - some within primary 
school rites and school facilities. 

“1 am also making an extra 
£500,000 available to help good 
pre-schools which are in danger 
of dosing ... The funding will 
give a breathing space to pre- 
schools to explore new oppor- 
tunities for consolidating and 
extending their daycare and 
early-years education. It will 
help sustain those high-quality 
pre-schools at risk of closure." 
He added: “Vfe don’t expect per- 
petual patience from you, but we 
do ... intend to get it right.” 

In place of the nursery 
vouchers’ scheme thought up by 
the Tories, ministers ordered lo- 
cal education authorities to 
draw up Early Years Develop- 
ment Plans, working in co- 


Dark practices mar 
song contest image 


IT IS the squeaky clean music 
campetion full of jolly ditties but 
this year it seems that a darker 
and altogether more murky 
ride has developed to the Eu- 
rovision Song Contest, writes 

KateWatson-Smyth. 

Rumours that the Germans 
are planning to cheat have led 
to bookmakers Wiliam HDI 
slashing the odds of victory for 
their entry from 50/1 to 12/1. 

“We don’t believe the com- 
petition can be influenced in this 
way but we’ve taken so much 
cash for Guildo Horn, the Ger- 
man contestant, that we have 
had to cut the odds on six oc- 
casions already and may even 
end up with it becoming a dear 
favourite,” said spokesmand 
Graham Sharpe. 

Although not taken entirely 


operation with private and 
voluntary providers. That has al- 
ready created 60,000 nursery 
places, fulfilling a Labour pledge 
to provide a nursery place for 
every four-year-old. But the 
PLA says most of the new places 
are in schools and it remains 
sceptical, despite ministerial as- 
surances, about local educa- 
tion authority partnership with 
the voluntary and private sector. 

“The Early Years Partner- 
ships are not working as well as 
they could to deliver resources 
to the voluntary sector - most 
four-year-olds are in reception 
classes - and this is the reason 
for the closures.” said Mrs 
Lochrie. “The loss of one nurs- 
ery is a waste; the loss of hun- 
dreds is carelessness.” 
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Labour of love: Tony Blair smiling at the four- and five-year-olds from Hurley Pre-school, In 
yesterday with a birthday card and cake for the Prime Minister on his 45th birthday 


Kennington, south London, who came to Downing Street 

Photograph: Peter Macdrarmid 


seriously in this country, the con- 
test which gave rise to hits like 
“Boom-Bang-A-Bang” and “La 
La La” has a huge following in 
the rest of Europe and Germany 
has not won since 1982. 

Hundreds of Mr Horn’s fans 
plan to travel to Holland, Bel- 
gium andDenmark to vote for 
him on foreign sofl. By doing so 
they hope to get around the 
rules which allow viewers to 
phone in for the winner but not 
for their own country. 

But a spokeswoman for Eu- 
rovision said it was impossible 
to rig the voting. 

The entry for Gtrildo Horn 
and his band, the Orthopaedic 
Stockings is called “Piep, piep, 
piep, Guildo loves you”. On Sat- 
urday we will find out whether the 

rest of Europe loves him back. 
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THE NEW 
VOLVO 
S40I.8I 
USES UP TO 
15% LESS 
FUEL. 


The Volvo '$40 now comes with a 1.8i direct petrol injection 
engine The fuel is injected straight into the combustion chamber 
so that it bums more efficiently. You use less fuel and have 
more torque, for smoother, more powerful driving. And while the 
engine saves petrol, there are all toe usual safety features to 
save you. The Volvo S40 t8i (125 bhp) SE, from £17305 on the 
road, or from £370 per month via Volvo Contract Hire*. Call for 
further details or to arrange a test drive, quoting ref:G2. 

0800 1 1 40 40 


..2£0&fZ\ : -ft- 


VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IK. 
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Blair enters fray 
in local elections 


By Anthony Bevins 

ftafrtical Editor 


PRIME MINISTER'S question 
time was turned into a platform 
for a local-elections hustings 
meeting yesterday, when Tony 
Blair faced a birthday barrage of 
Commons point-scoring. 

Mr Blair, 45 yesterday, was 
offered a series of soft-ball 
questions about Labour’s first- 
year record - allowing him to of- 
fer the voters much advice on 
today's poll far 4.1 74 councillors 
in London, shire districts, met- 
ropolitan districts and unitary 
authorities. 

No elections are taking place 
in Scotland or in Wiles, but the 
local elections coincide with a 
referendum on whether there 
should be a London mayor, and 
assembly, along with a by-elec- 
tion in the European con- 
stituency of Yorkshire South. 

The elections wOl offer a first 
anniversary test of Labour’s 
popularity, and parry leaders 
bave been busy preparing the 
ground for a low poll. 

“The main enemy of the 
Labour Party is not any renewed 
enthusiasm for the Conservative 
Party, but complacency among 


Labour voters," John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minster, told 
an eve-of-poll press conference. 

The Prime Minster said on 
Capital Radio: “It's so important 
people come out and vote for the 
mayor in the referendum because 
If they don't vote for it, people 
won't get it It’s so important for 
London that we ham a strong 
political figure able io tackle the 
issues that affect Londoners. 
Let’s take the chance ... and 
make London in the millennium 
one of the great, exciting capi- 
tal cities of the world." 

In the Commons, David 
Crausby, Labour MP for Bolton 
North East, asked Mr Blair 
whether he was aware that Tory 
councils across the country had 
not passed on £25bn meant for 
education. “How can you ensure 
in these circumstances that our 
children all get a first class ed- 
ucation?" he said. 

Mr Blair told him there was 
a dear difference between 
Labour councils that had been 
passing the money on to their 
schools and Tory councils like 
Essex, “which was given an ex- 
tra £27m and cut £6m from their 
education budget". 

But Richard Ottaway, a Tory 


spokesman on London, said: “In 
■1994, the Labour group on 
Croydon Council pledged not to 
increase the council tax for the 
life of that council. You speak 
a lot about partnerships be- 
tween government and local au-. 
thorities. Who is to blame for 
this broken promise - the 
Labour government or the 
Labour coimcA?" 

The Prime Minister said 
Labour Croydon had given ex- 
cellent value for money, even 
within the spending. limits laid 
dawn by the previous Tory gov- 
ernment and since adopted by 
the Labour government. 

Services being provided by 
Labour councils were signifi- 
cantly better than the Tbries. 
“That's a matter of fact and an- 
other good reason why I hope 
people will support their coun- 
cil in Croydon tomorrow.” 

Mr Blair also told Derek 
TWigg, Labour MP for Halton, 
that there were 240 seats which 
the Tories were not contesting, 
but Lord Parkipson, the Con- 
servative Party chairman, told a 
press conference the Tories had 
worked very hard and bad a lot 
of very good candidates. “We ex- 
pect to make gains," he said. 



Support series One FbwTthe Grove, at the launch yesterday of Labour* 

mdsw’c local otectinirc nth«r attendees included lohn Prescott. Deputy Prime Minister, and Glenda Jackson MR Photograph. Andrew Buurman 
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Major abolished Chinese 
walls’ on Tory funding 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Rascal Correspondent 


JOHN MAJOR could be called 
to give account to a committee 
investigating party funding af- 
ter a former senior party offi- 
cial yesterday disclosed that 
the former prime minister had 
abolished the “Chinese walls” 
between big donors to thelbry 
party and the party leaders. 

Sir Brian t^tdbore-Smith, a 
former director of Tory party 
funding, told Lord Neill's Com- 
mittee on Standards in Public 
Life that Mr Major was wrong 
to older the treasurers to report 
on donations to Chris Patten, 
the then party chairman. . 

A committee source said 
Mr Major, who was in Ulster 
yesterday, could be asked to 
explain in writing his reason for 
the decision, after the evidence 
from Sir Brian. . 

Sir Brian denied, that dona- 
tions bought influence or hon- 
ours from the Government, 
but he disclosed that he turned 


down one donation from a for- 
eign source who wanted to in- 
fluence the choice of the 
secretary of state for defence. 

Asked later whether it was 
from Saudia Arabia, or a Mid- 
dle East source, connected with 
British arms sales, he told re- 
porters: “I can’t remember." 

He told the committee 
there was no contact between 
the fundraising and the prime 
minister until around 1991 
when it was derided by Mr 
Major that the treasurers 
should reportta Mr Kitten, who 
later became the last Governor 
of Hong Kong. 

Professor Anthony King, a 
member of the committee, 
asked Sir Brian: “Why was that 
change made?” 

. He replied: “The only per- 
son who could answer that is the 
prime minister at the time. I sus- 
pect he didn’t want to get 
involved himself." 

Professor King said: “That 
meant that your Chinese wall 
crumbled?” 


Sir Brian said: “It col- 
lapsed.” 

Sir Brian said he thought it 
was wrong that the treasurers 
should be asked to report to the 
chairman of the party to give 
details on fundraising 

“I did write to the senior 
treasurer [of the party] to say 
that 1 thought it was a great 
error.” 

He said the circumstances 
surrounding the donation by 
Bemie Ecclestone offlm to the 
Labour ftrrty, involving a row 
over tobacco sponsorship of 
Formula One -motor , racing 
was “unfortunate - that is why 
treasurers should not have con- 
tact with the politicians: they 
could not influence in the same 
way.” 

He said the Tory party trea- 
surers targeted expatriates for 
donations from abroad, but 
also accepted money from for- 
eign businessmen who had busi- 
ness interests or votes in this 
country. They included busi- 
nessmen in Hong Kong 


War between parties 
in Lords escalates 


By Colin Brown 


THE Government yesterday 
threatened the use of the Par- 
liament Act to demolish the 
threat by Tbiy peers to use the 
House of Lords to block mea- 
sures in the next Queen's 
Speech. 

The growing hostility be- 
tween the Government and the 
Opposition in the Lords shows 
that a complete breakdown is 
near in the Government’s at- 
tempts to win cross-party sup- 
port for its reforms to the 
Lords, which could lead to a 
constitutional clash between 
MPs and the Lords. 

Viscount Cranborne, the 
Tory leader in the Lords, pro- 
voked a full-scale war of words 
when he threatened to use a 
Tory majority in the Lords to 
block government bills in 
protest at ministers' handling of 
Lords reform. 

Lord Cranborne said minis- 
ters should “come dean" about 
their plans, which indude, as a 
first step, removing the right of 
hereditary peers to sit and vote 
in the Lords. 

Lord Richard, the Leader of 
the Lords, hit back yesterday by 
warning that the Government 
would use its ultimate deterrent 
to force the Queen's Speech 
through the Lords, if the Tories 
uy to block iu 

Lord Richard told a news 
conference at Westminster yes- 
terday: “if the Tbries arc going 
to pretend wc have not got a 
mandate for this reform, they 
are wrong. They can stop the 
Bill in the Lords. 

“If the Tories want to play 



Lord Cranborne: Ministers 
should ‘come dean* 


their games they can wreck the 
Bill sufficiently by amendments 
to make it unrecognisable, then, 
in that case, we will use the Par- 
liament Act. The Tbries should 
not forger that. 

“The idea we are going to be 
pushed away from this reform 
by such threats is ludicrous," he 



said. 

Lord Richard made dear bis 
disdain for what he called Lord 
Cranbome's “blast" yesterday. 
He said it was like “sabre- 
rattling with a somewhat rusty 
sword. 

■“The idea that in 1998 and 
2999 we arc going to have an- 
other Tory hereditary peers 
versus the people row seems 
frankly ludicrous. 

“The truth of the matter is 
that the Conservative Party 
have been playing with this is- 
sue since we started t rying to get 
a consensus for H. This is the lat- 
est stage in their games ploy.” 

Lord Richard said the Tories 
were divided and could not 
make up their minds about the 
future of the hereditary peerage. 

“Are the Opposition really 
saying they are going to wreck 
the whole of the Government's 
programme nest year in order 
to protect the hereditary prin- 
ciple and their hereditary votes 
in the lords? I find thatveiy dif- 
ficult to believe.” 

Lord Richard promised he 
had no plans to swamp the 
House of Lords with 1,000 
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Starburst 

‘on edge of 
time* stuns 

scientists 


By Charles Arthur 
Science a nd Technology Editor 


EVEN seasoned astronomers 
have been stunned by the dis- 
covery of a starburst that was, 
briefly, as bright as the entire 
universe - and constituted the 
most powerful explosion 
the moment of creation in the 
Big Bang. 

Any living thing in the same 
g3iaxy may have b«n killed out- 
right Fortunately for us, the ex- 
plosion occurred almost at the 
edge of time, in a galaxy 12 bil- 
lion light years away. 

Over just a few seconds, a 
burst of gamma rays was emit- 
ted by some stellar event - 
which is stifl not understood - 
that released as much energy as 
our entire galaxy, the Milky 
^hy, puts out in 200 years. 

Professor Shrinivas KiiHrami, 
one of the team of scientists 
from the California Institute of 
Technology (Caltech) in Pasade- 
na who made the discovery, 
said: “The energy released ... 
staggers the imagination.'’ 

Professor George Djorgov- 
ski. another member of the 
team, which today announces its 
discovery in the science journal 
Nature , said: “Bar about one or 
two seconds, this burst was as 
luminous as all the rest of the 
entire universe.” 

Gamma-ray bursts are mys- 
terious flashes of high-energy ra- 
diation that appear at random 
and typically last only a few sec- 
onds. They are not visible to the 
human eye, but can be detect- 
ed by radio telescopes. 

No one knows what causes 
them, but astronomers gener- 
ally agree they must be con- 
nected with the death of very 
massive, short-lived stars such 
as “neutron” stars. One theory 
being suggested for this latest 


event is the collision of two neu- 
tron stars — which are enor- 
mously dense, dead stars which 
are not quite large enough to 
have collapsed into black boles. 
Neutron stars are so dense that 

a spoonful of material from one 

would weigh 200 Tnjnjnn tonnes. 
Black holes are points of infi- 
nite density from which nothing 
can escape. 

AD gamma-ray bursts are im- 
mensely powerful, but none of 
the several thousand detected 
so far come close to the one 
described m Nature. 

A British expert on gamma- 
ray bursts, Dr Ralph Wqers, from 
Cambridge University, said 
gamma-ray bursts were thought 
tooccurrmfyoDceevery 100 mil- 
lion years in a galaxy such as ours. 

However, if one did occur 
within even a reasonable as- i 
tronomical distance from Earth, ' 
the result could be apocalyptic. 
The intense radiation would not 
be detected until it reached us, 
and then it would be too late. 
“Brople have speculated, for ex- 
ample. that nearby superoovae I 
[exploding stars] can cause mass 
extinction, and gamma-ray 
bursts put out even more ener- 
gy in a similar form.” said Dr 
Wijers, adding that such bursts 
were “very rare”. 

Luckily the explosion, des- 
ignated GRB 971214, was so dis- 
tant that not even a blast as 
bright as the universe poses 
any threat to the Earth. 

The light arriving from the 
gamma-ray burst would have 
started itsjaumeywhen the uni- 
verse, thoi^ht to be about 14 bil- 
lion years old. was in its infancy. 

GRB 972214 was first de- 
tected last December, by two or- 
biting satellites. As the afterglow 
from the burst faded, the Cal- 
tech team detected an extremety 
feint galaxy at its location. 


Angina study may 
aid heart patients 


SCIENTISTS are to investigate 
how chest pain may save the 
lives of heart a bade victims, 
writes Jeremy Laurence. 

In the largest research study 
of angina (chest pain), 5,000 pa- 
tients are to be recruited to in- 
vestigate the effect of a new 
drug that mimics the chemical 
effect of pain on the heart 

The study, co-ordinated by 
the University of Glasgow, will 
include up to 100 hospital car- 
diology units and is expected to 
take three years. Patients will 
receive treatment for an aver- 
age of 21 months. 

The heart is known to initi- 
ate a protective response when 
the blood supply to it is 
restricted and not enough oxy- 


gen is reaching the muscle, 

railing angina. 

Known as pre-conditioning, 
this natural response reduces 
the damage caused by further 
or more serious bouts of oxygen 
deprivation. 

Scientists believe that it 
may explain why heart attack 
patients with a history of angi- 
na suffer less tissue damage and 
have a better chance of recov- 
ery than patients with no history 
of angjna. 

In the study, Nicorandfl, the 
first of a new class of anti-angi- 
na drugs introduced to the 
United Kingdom four years 
ago, will be given to half the 

patients, in addition to their usth 

a! drug treatment for a ng i n a. 


DAI LY POEM 

On a Card from Christopher Smart to 
Dr Nares 

By Christopher Smart (1722-1771) 

Smart sends his compliments &prayrs 

Health & long life to Dr Nares — 
but the chief business of the card ^ 

Is "come to dinner with the band,” 

Who makes a moderate share of wit 

Put on the pot, and turn the spit. 

Tts said the Indians teach their sons 
The use of bows instead of guns. 

And. ere the striplings dare to dine. 

They shoot their victuals off a pate. 

The Public is as kind to me 

As to his child a Cherokee, 

And if I chance to hit my aim. 

I chuse to feast upon the game; 

For panegyric or abuse 

K. _ snail nmeure the SSOOSC, 


Ana coating 

Pray please to signify with tte 

My love to Madam, 


fhave ( don’t think it a <***?**) 

Some goodsoundportandnght j 


Our poems 

edited by „™t f hft«0thanniversaty of Pembroke 


UtofogyT pubiish®^ t° “^^^^^poetewho havebeen 
Gray to Ted Hughes and Cbve Jam** 



Protect and survive: 
Environment minister 
Michael Meacher 
yesterday holding a 
noctule bat, which is 
native to Britain, to 
launch National Bat 
Week, organised by the 
Bat Conservation Trust. 
The week, which runs 
from 9 to 17 May, aims 
to raise awareness 
about bats, including the 
II British species which 
are vulnerable or rare. 
Events include a bat 
count across the 
country 

Photograph: 

KaJpesh Larhigra 


It's surprising what 
you can save at your 
local supermarket. 
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Jade was found in a supermarket skip. 
Left among the rotting food and discarded 
bits of old packaging. 

That she was found at all was a small 

miracle. 

Half buried among the rubbish, she 
barely had the resources to move or make a 
sound. 

Unable to stand on her feet unaided, 
she twitched involuntarily. She was badly 
malnourished, suffered from mange and 
had open wounds all over her body. 

Taken into care by the Thomberry Pet 
Rescue Team, it was found she had also 
contracted distemper. A pitiful sight and 
dreadfully underweight for a Lurcher. 


■ Her 

■ was so bad, that for 

■ the first few nights, 
volunteers took it in 

fd IjB turns to sleep outside 
her kennel. 

It took six months 
for jade to recover, after 
which she remained 
the rescue 
for further 
months. 

But recover she did and now lives 
happily in Norfolk. The only problem is she 
insists on sleeping on her new owners 
Chippendale. . 

Every day, unspeakable acts of abuse 
are committed against dogs in Britain. 

And when such cruelty comes to light, 
it is often the local volunteer run rescue 
centres that tirelessly take on these poor 
mistreated animals. 

It is they who nurse the animals back to 
health. It is they who find the pets homes 
where they will be cared for at last 

But it all takes money. Without income, 
a local rescue centre can’t operate. 

And without these centres, many pets 


like Jade would end up being put down. 

That’s why every year IFAW puts 
hundreds of thousands of pounds into 
supporting them, on a worldwide basis, 
through our Pet Rescue scheme. 

We are determined to fight animal 
cruelty all over the world. And that includes 
abuses in our own backyards. 

You can help us in this fight, by donat- 
ing as much as you can afford to help Jade 
and thousands of animals like her. 

And help prove Britain is still a nation of 


animal lovers. 


O IFAW 


PET RESCUE 


|y I want to help IFAW 
i save unwanted pets like 
I Jade and fight cruelty to animals world-wide. 


Here is my donation of £. 

(Please make cheques payable to IFAW) or debit my 
Visa/Amex/Diners Club/Mastercard (delete as applicable) 

Start date Expiry date. 


Signature 


Name (Skx* caps please).. 


Address. 


.Post Code. 


Send to International Fund for Animal Welfare, o 
Freepost TN 1454, Crcrwborough, TN6 2BR. So 
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Is there 
really a 
famine in 
Sudan? 

Not yet, claim British aid agencies who say 
the problem is over access not money, ' 
writes Jeremy Laurance 


THERE IS no famine in southern 
Sudan. British aid agencies say there 
is a “food crisis" and some people 
are starving but they fear that a ma- 
jor appeal launched now could un- 
dermine efforts to raise money when 
a real famine arrives, possibly in a 
year's time. 

A famine is defined as a shortage 
of food so serious that people are dri- 
ven from their homes hi a mass mi- 
gration, as occurred in Ethiopia in 
1984. Southern Sudan has suffered 
years of civil war and a current 
drought which has reduced people to 
scavenging for wild foods and leaves 
but it has not yet led them to leave 
their homes and support networks 

A consortium of 15 aid agencies 
known as the Disasters Emergency 
Committee agreed at a meeting two 
weeks ago not to launch an appeal 
in Britain. There was enough food 
and resources available for transport 
into Sudan and the problem was one 
of access, not money, they said. 

The committee, which includes 
Save the Children, Qxfiun and the 
Red Cross, ratified the decision 
again on Monday but said they 
would keep it under review. How- 
ever, Chris tian Aid has launched its 
own appeal for £lm provoking dis- 
sent among the aid agencies. 



The agencies have been caught 
unprepared because of the unex- 
pected intensity of media interest in 
the situation. The BBC filed the first 
report seen in Britain early last 
month, but TIN later obtained more 
shocking pictures of emaciated chil- 
dren which were shown twice on 
Afavs at Ten last week and again last 
night. 

The BBC responded to what is 
now seen as a developing interna- 
tional stoiy by dispatching extra 
teams to the area including the 
renowned reporter, Fergal Keane. 

Mark Bowden, regional director 
of Save the Children for East Africa, 
said: “There are places of acute need 



Victims of the crisis: A Sudanese woman holds her severely malnourished child as die waits for help within a feeding centre in Ajiep run by the French Me ctfcms 

Sans Frontiers. The UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has welcomed the Sudanese government’s decision to allow more aid flights into the area Photograph: Reuters 

famine, but vulnerable people were 
dying. She dismissed suggestions 
that “famine fatigue” might set in if 
the situation worsened next year and 
another appeal had to be launched. 

“That is something talked about 
... But why wait till there is a famine? 
We want to do something now to pre- 
vent it happening. Do we want to see 
people dying? 1 don’t think we do.” 


all over southern Sudan but that 
doesn't mean the problems are all re- 
lated. There is a lack of clarity. The 
media are getting into quite broad 
definitions of what is going on.” 

The worst affected area was El 
Ghazal, where 350,000 people were 
on the brink of starvation. Howev- 
er, thousands of tons of food and 
other aid had been promised by gov- 


ernments and donor agencies and 
the Sudanese government had in- 
creased the number of flights allowed 
Into the area from one to four. “That 
is just about enough.” he said. 

Mr Bowden said it was essentia] 
members of the public were acute- 
ty informed so that they could be con- 
fident when an appeal came that they 
knew what it was for and how the 


money would be spent “Personally 
I think it is irresponsible to appeal 
to die public at a time when we are 
still trying to define the problem.” 

A famine meant setting up feed- 
ing centres and relief shelters and 
could make a fragile situation worse 
by encouraging people to leave their 
homes and migrate to the feeding 
centres to obtain food. This was not 


appropriate in Sudan where the pri- 
ority was to stabilise the situation 
which would take at least 10 months 
and require sustained support 
A spokeswoman for Christian Aid 
said its officials were working, in a 
separate area, closer to the Ugandan 
border and accessible by road, where 
food could be trucked in. She said 
the charity bad not used the term 
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BRITISH charity campaigners 
have been called to a meeting 
today by Germany’s finance 
minister who has been upset by 
a postcard campaign criticising 
its attitude to Third Warid debt 

More than 15,000 postcards 
from Christian Aid supporters 
demanding greater support for 
debt relief have arrived at the 
German finance ministry in 
Bonn. 

The rattled Germans have 
responded with an information 
offensive which contrasts its 
own cancellation of debts with 
Britain’s. They have also asked 
charity officials to discuss the is- 


sue today. Dr Jurgen Stark, sec- 
retary of state for finance, said: 
“Over the past few years, the 
amount of debt cancelled by 
Germany was' five times as 
much as the amount cancelled 
by the United Kingdom.” - 

Christian Aid launched the 
postcard campaign earlier this 
year criticising Germany’s "re- 
luctance to support measures 
that would provide sustainable 
debt relief for the poorest coun- 
tries in the world”. 

The charity argues that Ger- 
many would not have recovered 
from (he Second World Wkr if 
it had been forced to service the 
kind of sums it now expects 
Third World nations to pay. 


Germany is one of the coun- 
tries aid agencies regard as 
particularly obstructive with 
regards to debt rescheduling. 

But Dr Stark hasdaimed tire 
** obvious misperception’'- cur- 
rent among non-gove mmentai 
organisations in the UK is “in 
flagrant contrast with the facts”. 
He said the Christian Aid cam- 
paign missed the point by de- 
manding more rapid debt relief. 

A source at the charity said 
yesterday: “We think they are . 
missing the point Our basic crit- 
icism is not over which crumbs 
this country or that country 
has given, but that the existing 
deal for debted countries is. 
wholly inadequate.” 


Colombian innocents 
sacrificed in drug war 


By Phil Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 


THERE were 200 of them, a 
small army, faces blackened, 
armed to the teeth and dressed 
in camouflage fatigues. Like the 
Colombian army’s Special 
Forces, they wore Rambo-style 
headbands but the villagers of 
Puerto Ahtira, in south-east 
Colombia, knew immediately 
they were not regular soldiers. 

In a three-hour rampage, the 
gunmen pulled out a list, picked 
out a group of peasants and 
killed at least 21, shooting them 
in the back of the head, dump- 
ing some bodies into the 
Guaviare River, soaking others 
with petrol before setting fire to 
them. The body of one four- 
year-old girl was left in the vil- 
lage square, apparently as a 
warning to her family and the 
rest of the village. 

As they drove off in a con- 
voy of military-style lorries, the 
gunmen warned villagers to 
leave Puerto Alvira within a 
week or they would return. 
They immediately packed up 
and started pulling out. 

The gunmen were members 
of one of Colombia’s growing 
right-wing pa ramilitary groups, 
set up by wrol thy landowners and 
businessmen and often backed by 
the state armed forces. They had 

apparently decided to teach a kx- 
son to villagers accused of aid- 
ing the Marxist guerrillas who 
control much of the surrounding 
countryside. 

Monday’s massacre is one of 
dozens over the past year, and 
it reinforced the belief of many 


Colombians that the country is 
now in the throes of a civil war 
in which civilians - split between 
support for the guerrillas or the 
paramilitaries - are increasing- 
ly the victims. President Ernesto 
Samper, who can claim to con- 
trol only a fraction of his coun- 
try, prefers to call it a “dirty war”. 

It seems that the pa ramilitar y 
group timed the latest massacre 
while the Colombian army was 
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preoccupied with other matters. 

The bead of the US Southern 
Command, General Charles 
Wilhelm, was visiting military 
bases in south-east Colombia at 
the Lime, to study progress in 
era d ica t in g narcotics production 
and trafficking. 

A recent report by the UN 
High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, Mary Robinson, spoke of 

"widespread tenor among the 
civilian population in the face of 
selected executions and 
massacres ... carried out by 
paramilitary groups". The para- 

militaries massacred more to 

3300 people during the first 
nine months of last year, it said. 


while Marxist guenilias killed 47 
army soldiers and 166 civ ilians. 

If the conflict started over 
ideology, it is now as much 
about money, and in the plains 
of south-east Colombia, mon- 
ey is about coca leat and ulti- 
mately cocaine. 

The 12,000 Marxist fighters 
of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
and 5,000 guerrillas of the Na- 
tional Liberation Army (ELN) 
have increasingly been financ- 
ing their operations through kid- 
nap ransoms, “war taxes" - 
protection money - or deals 
with druglords to protect coca 
fields from a government erad- 
ication camp aign 

When the armed forces 
made little headway against 
the guerrillas, the . paramili- 
taries sprang up in the Eighties 
to protect landowners from ex- 
tortion. They are now thought 
to number around 2,000. Few 
Colombians doubt they receive 
protection and often logistics 
support from the mili tary .. 

The man believed to head 
ihe paramilitaries, a wealthy 
northern landowner, Carlos 
Castano, is described by US of- 
ficials as a major narcotics traf- 
ficker. President Samper has put 
^500,000 price on his hegd- 
■ Lima (AP) - Thirteen sur- 
vivors were found yesterday by 
rescue workers searching dense 
jungles for a charter flight that 
crashed in northern Peru with 
87 people aboard. The Boeing 
737, chartered by Occidental Pe* 
troleum to fly workers to the 
Andoas oil field, crashed 625 
nules north of Lima cm TUesday. 
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Netanyahu digs in his heels over US summit 


% Patrick Cockbum 

injerusalem 

I sraeli prime minist er. 
BenjMjm Netanyahu, said yes- 
terdjy that he may not go to 
for a summit next 


, — » ujtju mnrmi 

ISJrJ* acce P t “g American 
r™* f or an Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank. 

“Am I obligated to accept 
weiy Station on any condi- 
° n - , he asked an interview- 


er from Israeli army radio. “I am 
ready to go, that's not the prob- 
lem. But if they tell me to go and 
accept certain conditions un- 
acceptable to us? We are a sov- 
ereign country." 

Mr Netanyahu left the ques- 
tion banging in the air, but the 
impBcatioa is that he wQl not en- 
dorse the United States plan for 
Israel to withdraw from 13 per 
cent of the West Bank as the 
price for attending a summit 
with President Bill Clinton on 


11 May. A final decision will be 
taken at a meeting of the Israeli 
cabinet next Sunday. 

Since he became prime min- 
ister in 1996, Mr Netanyahu's 
strategy has been to avoid con- 
frontation with the US fay show- 
ing willingness to talk endlessly, 
but not to agree about anything. 
At the same time he has suc- 
ceeded in so watering down the 
Oslo accords that they bear lit- 
tle resemblance to their origi- ■ 
naiform. 


At the end of the meeting in 
London a source in Mr Ne- 
tanyahu's office was quoted as 
saying; “The talks here have 
proven that the Prime Minister’s 
strategic objective was attained. 
The Oslo process has come to 
a halt. 

“Instead of transferring most 
of the territory of Judea and 
Samaria [West Bank] to the 
Palestinians within a year and 
a half, we’re in a position where 
most of the territory will be in 


our hands prior to the final sta- 
tus talks." 

Mr Netanyahu can count on 
support from the US Congress 
where 81 Senators signed a let- 
ter last month calling on Presi- 
dent Clinton not to put pressure 
on Israel. At the same time the 
repeated failure by the US to get 
Israel to fulfil the terms of the 
Oslo accords is damaging Amer- 
ica’s standing in the region. 

Mr Netanyahu can probably 
get cabinet support for with- 


drawal if he tries. American 
officials were reportedly aston- 
ished that he came to London 
without authority fromius cab- 
inet to cany out further rede- 
ployment an the West Bank . 

A sign of growing friction bet- 
ween Israel and the Palestinians 
came early yesterday morning 
when a 28-year-old Jewish sem- 
inary student was stabbed to 
A»ath in the Old Gty of Jer- 
usalem. He belonged to the 
Ate ret Cohanim (Crown of the 


priests) settler movement which 
miwc over Palestinian-owned 
houses in the city. He was killed 
as he walked to the Whiling Will 
down the Via Dolorosa in the 
early hours of the morning. He 
carried a gun and fired one 
shot before collapsing. Later a 
Palestinian was reported to have 
tried to kill a soldier in Hebron, 

the town south of Jerusalem par- 
titioned between Israel and the 
Palestinians last year. 

A measure of the lack of in- 


terest in Israel over the London 
meeting is that television devoted 
more time to a report by the 
State Comptroller about the 
money extracted from the state 
by the ultra-Onhodox through 
their political clout. This caus- 
es great resentment among sec- 
ular Jews, who feel discriminated 
against, particularly in the allo- 
cation of public housing. The re- 
port says: "In practice building 
was done only for the ultra- 
orthodox sector.” 


Lessons of Paris ’68 
forgotten by universities 


By John Lichfield 

in Pans 


IN MAY 1968, French universities 
were overcrowded, bureaucratic, 
unimaginative, unambitious and 
treated their students like children. 
For these, and other less tangible, Jess 
personal reasons, students revolted 
and almost brought down the French 
government. 

In May 1998, the French gov- 
ernment has been presented with a 
damning report which states, in 
effect, that french universities are 
over-crowded, bureaucratic, unimag- 
inative, unambitious and treat their 
students like children. 

Few French commentators have 
dwelt on the irony of the riming of 
the report, drawn up by a commit- 
tee headed by Jacques Attali, former 
adviser to President Francois Mit- 
terrand. There has been a rich flo- 
ra of books and articles studying the 
legacy Of the May ’68 revolution. But 
only one article - in the news mag- 
azine Marianne - has dwelt at length 
on the paradoxical, and generally ma- 
lign, effect of the rebellion mi French 
universities, where the revolt began. 

One of the many slogans of May 
1968 was “Selection, pifcge a cons” 
- “Selection is a trap for idiots”. The 
educational reforms, and fashions, 
which followed were heavily influ- 
enced by this viewpoint. The bac- 
calaureate, the equivalent of 
A-levels, which confers an auto- 
matic right to enter higher education, 
was simplified. The proportion of 
young people entering colleges of 
some kind exploded (it is now more 


than 40 per cent, of whom more than 
one-third fail in the first year). 

In the 1970s, many French uni- 
versities offered unchallenging 
courses in which everyone was guar- 
anteed to succeed. But much of 
Reach higher education remains 
plodding and fact-oriented. 

Lucy Reid, a British undergrad- 
uate studtying at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, is startled by the low standard 
offered by lecturers and accepted by 
students. “My lectures on Italian cin- 
ema are typical; they last for three 


Danny the Red 
'takes rt on the chin 

Young people these days have no 
respect for anything, writes John 
Lichfield. Daniel “Danny the 
Red” Cohn- Bend it. leader of the 
May 1968 student’s revolt, had two 
custard pies thrown in his face 
when he returned to his alma 
mater, the University of Nanterre, 
this week. Mr Cohn-Bencfit, S3, 
now a German Green Euro MP, 
was “entartie” by a group of anar- 
cho-syndicalist students who ob- 
jected to his “betrayal of the 
cause” - his abandonment of rev- 
olutionary socialism for European 
federalism and environmentalism. 
“In our view, he is not the living 
witness of May 68 but its corpse,” 
said one of the men involved. Mr 
Cohn-Bendit charred with his as- 
sailants before attending a seminar 
on the 1968 revolt. 


hours and consist of lists of films, 
facts and dates. Everyone writes 
down everything the lecturer says. 
There is no analysis or questioning.” 

Paradoxically, the post-1968 di- 
lution of French “university ordi- 
naires” also led to a reinforcement 
of educational selection and Elitism. 
More than ever, the “Grandes 
Ecoles”, the network of state-run, 
lop-dass, specialist, colleges, siphon 
off the best students, often from the 
wealthier families. Tire Grandes 
Ecoles take 4 per cent of the students 
and 30 per cent of the state budget 
for higher education. 

At the apex of the system is the 
Ecole Nationale d ’Administration, 
which takes the best students from the 
other Grandes Ecoles. Students who 
come near to the top of the class in 
ENA are catapulted into the com- 
manding heights of French politics, 
administration and business. Many 
students who graduate from the run- 
of-the- mfll universities - four out of 
10 never do -find themselves with few 
practical skills and a “diplome” which 
is little respected by employers. 

The disparities have been in- 
creased in the past three decades, 
one egalitarian revolt compounding 
the contrary results of another. Mr 
Attali is himself a product of the sys- 
tem: he was a “pupil” at ENA while 
Paris burnt in 1968. His report pro- 
poses reforms intended to boost the 
quality of the bread-and-butter uni- 
versities and close the gap with the 
Grandes Ecoles. Unless something 
is done, the report says, France is 
doomed “to slip little by little down 
the slope of irreversible decline”. 



An aerial view of the village of Samo, near 
Salerno, yesterday, following mudslides 
and floodings after six day of non-stop 
rain m southern Italy. Environmentalists 
blamed bad land management for the 
deaths of 17 people who were swept away 
when torrents of mud coursed through 
villages in the Campania region, writes 
Anne Hanley. Rescue services said dozens 
more people were still missing in the 


sludge which engulfed towns along the 
valley of the river Samo. . 

“This disaster was totally predictable,” 
said Alberto Fiorillo, a spokesman for the 
Legambiente environmental group who 
said tree-clearing and scrub-burning for 
building or pasture purposes had led to 
massive erosion in the Samo valley, and 
throughout the Campania region. “Italy 
spends huge amounts of money patching 


things up after disasters, but hardly any 
on prevention, and the little that is Spent 
is spent badly: more often than not, it 
makes matters worse,” he added. 

Over 1,000 people were left homeless 
in this week’s flooding which occurred 
during what the Italian air force's 
meteorological department described as 
“persistent but not exceptional” rain. 

Photograph: Gro Fusco/EPA 
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Indonesian 
police kill 
six as riots 
worsen 
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By Richard Lloyd Parry 

in Medan 


AT LEAST six people were killed, 
and many more were wounded yes- 
terday, as Indonesian police fired on 
protesters in the worst riots since the 
beginning of the Asian economic cri- 
sis last year. 

In Medan, the biggest city on the 
island of Sumatra, local reporters 
said that six people were killed in 
the third consecutive day of rioting. 
Several dozen others were injured, 
and more than 100 have been ar- 
rested after skirmishes between 
protesters and police who fired 
first rubber bullets and tear gas. and 
then live rounds into the crowds. 

Cars and motorbikes were also 
set alight, as thousands of people, 
including university students and 
crowds from an evening football 
match, smashed shop windows and 
looted the contents. Witnesses said 


that on several occasions police re- 
frained from firing or intervening in 
acts of looting, and did not retali- 
ate to taunting from the crowds. But 
a cameraman for Reuters television 
suffered bruises after being pushed 
into a ditch, by a policeman who 
pressed a pistol into his temple. 

In Jakarta, police fired rubber 
bullets at students after they burnt 
images of President Suharto and 
threw stones, and violent distur- 
bances were also reported at uni- 
versities in Bandung, Yogyakarta, 
Surabaya in Java and in Ujung 
Pandasg on Sulawesi islan d 

During a brief wit to Jakarta, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gor- 
don Brown, noted the “particular- 
ly tense situation,” and urged 
President Suharto to reform In- 
donesia’s authoritarian political sys- 
tem. “I told the president that in my 
view the support of the international 
community would be greater if 
there were political reforms,” he told 



Rioters burning motorcycles taken from a Chinese-owned shop in Medan in Sumatra yesterday. Indonesia's weathiest ethnic minority have been treated as scapegoats 
for the country's economic crisis which has caused a series of price rises, the latest being a 71 per cent increase in the cost of fuel • Photograph: Charles Dharapak 


a press conference at the end of a 
three-day tour of South Korea, 
Malaysia and Indonesia. ‘There is 
no place for repression in any soci- 
ety... the political reform Tin talk- 
ing about is something that would 
be supported across the interna- 
tional community.*’ 

But the minster responsible for 
security indicated that a military 
crackdown was imminent. Feisal 
Thnjung, former commander-in- 
chief of the Indonesian aimed 


forces, condemned “anarchy” in 
Medan and promised that “the 
government will take measures 
against people involved in this mass 
destruction and looting”. . 

For most of the year, students 
have been holding demonstrations 
all over Indonesia, but the events in 
Medan mark a serious escalation of 
the situation, with potential conse- 
quences for the whole country. Un- 
til this week, police have largely 
managed to confine the protests to 


the university campuses. In Medan, 
they have spilt out on to the streets 
and become dominated by ordinary 
working-class Indonesians. 

This week. In keeping with eco- 
nomic reforms agreed with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund, the 
government abolished subtidies on 
feel oil and the price subsequently 
rose by 70 per cenL This has further 
affected the transportation cost of 
basic commodities. 

The economic crisis has rendered 


most Indonesian companies tech- 
nically bankrupt. Many are laying off 
employees, and it is this increasing 
desperation which appears to be 
fuelling the disturbances. 

So far, and despite Indonesia's 
due economic situation. President 
Suharto’s loyal power base within 
the army has allowed him to con- 
tinue unchallenged. The political op- 
position is weak and lacking in 
confidence, and the student 
demonstrations have no national 


leaders. The danger for the gov- 
ernment is that working-class riot- 
ing. like that in Medan will spread 
to other cities -or that a violent in- 
cident will trigger popular outrage. 

Earlier this week, 76-year-old 
President Suharto indicated that he 
would not even consider political 
reform before the end of his present 
term of office in 2002. YesteKlay the 
Jakarta Stock Exchange, where Mr 
Brown gave a lunchtime speech, fell 
nearly 5 per cent 


Clinton mulls Lewinsky appeal 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington 


WHITE House advisers were 
yesterday mulling over whether 
President Bill Clinton should 
appeal a judge's decision that 
two of his closest aides must tes- 
tify in the Monica Lewinsky 
case. The two, Bruce Lindsey, 
a long-time friend and legal ad- 
viser of Mr Clinton's, and Sid- 
ney Blumenthal, a friend of 
Hillary Clinton and media 
strategist to the President, had 
refused to answer questions 
about conversations with Mr 
Clinton on the grounds that they 
were protected by “executive 


privilege” - the President’s 
need, by virtue of his office, for 
confidentiality. 

Their right to claim this pro- 
tection had been contested by 
the independent prosecutor in 
the case, Kenneth Starr. A fed- 
eral judge - in a judgment that 
represented a tag setback for Mr 
Cfoton -found far Mr Starr. She 
ruled that the prosecutor sneed 
to uncover the truth outweighed 
Mr Clinton’s need to teep White 
House conversations private. 
Mr Starr is trying to establish the 
truth of allegations that Mr 
Clinton bad an affair with Ms 
Lewinsky, who was then a White 
House trainee, lied about it un- 


der oath, and prevailed upon her 
to lie about it also. 

For the White House to 
claim executive privilege on 
Mr Clinton’s behalf was a risk, 
because the last Pretiderit to do 
so was Richard Nixon, who 
persisted with iris daim up to the 
Supreme Court, and lost. 

Any White House appeal of 
the judge’s decision would keep 
the story in the public eye, to Mr 
Clinton's likely disadvantage. 
On the other hand, an appeal 
would buy time for Mr Clinton 
in the Lewinsky case. There was 
still the possibility that Mr 
Lindsey could claim lawyer- 
client privilege to preserve the 


confidentiality of at least some 
of his conversations with Mr 
Clinton about the case. 

As the White House was 
weighing up the pros and cons. 
Mr Clinton's personal secretary, 
Betty Currie, was making her 
long-awaited second appear- 
ance before the grand jury m the 
Lewinsky case. Part of Mrs 
Currie’s job was to function as 
gatekeeper to the Oval Office; 
she is also recorded as having 
authorised Ms Lewinsky’s ad- 
mission to the White House on 
numerous occasions after the 
former trainee was transferred 
to work at the Pentagon. 

The one bright spot on Mr 


Clinton's horizon came from 
Congress, where a Republican 
attempt to implicate the Clin- 
tons in possible malpractice 
rebbounded badly. The senior 
aide to a House committee 
chairman resigned, and the 
chairman himself. Dan Bur- 
ton, was under strong pressure 
to do the same after it emerged 
that edited transcripts of tape- 
recordings they had released 
had given a misleading im- 
pression of the contents. The 
edited version appeared to cast 
doubt on Mrs Chiton’s role in 
the Whitewater affair, while 
the full version ruled out any 
wrongdoing on her part. 



Basque separatists 
kill fifth councillor 


By Elizabeth Nash 

in Madrid 


A GUNMAN shot dead a con- 
servative councillor from the 
northern Spanish town of Pam- 
plona yesterday morning in an 
attack attributed to Basque 
separatists. Ibmas Caballero, 
63, was about to get into his car 
near his home when two men 
approached him and one fired 
two bullets to his bead. The vic- 
tim died shortly afterwards in 
hospital. 

Mr Caballero, spokesman 
for the Navarran People’s 
Union (UPN) group on Pam- 
plona council, is the fifth local 
conservative politician to have 
been gunned down in the past 
year. His party is a regional ally 
of the ruling Popular Party. He 
had recently argued with coun- 
cillors of the Basque national- 
ist Her ri Batasuna party, 
supporters of the separatist or- 


ganisation Eta. The HB coun- 
cillors sued Mr Caballero for 
slander after he had accused 
them of “incitement to murder". 

Yesterday’s attack came mo- 
ments after the Interior Muns- 
ter, Jaime Major Oreja, 
announced the discovery of an 
Eta plot to kill King Juan Car- 
los. He said Eta planned to at- 
tack on the King during a visit 
later this year to the Basque dty 
of San Sebastian. The plot, the 
third in recent years directed 
against the King, was uncovered 
during the interrogation of sx Eta 
sospects arrested at the weekend. 

Eta guerrillas had the King 
in their rifle rights in August 
1995 during a failed assasmation 
attempt on Majorca. Three sus- 
pects were convicted and jailed 
last year. Last October, police 
foiled a plot to bomb the inau- 
gural ceremony of the Guggen- 
heim museum in Bilbao which 
the King was due to attend. 


Guardsman’s letter may shed 
light on Vatican shootings 


By Anne Hanley 

in Rome 


A LETTER sent from a tor- 
mented son to his mother may 
explain the motive behind the 
fatal shootings in the \htkan cm 
Monday of the newly appoint- 
ed commander of the Papal 
Swiss Guard, Colonel Alois Es- 
termann, and his wife Gladys 
Meza Romero, by guardsman 
Cedrich To may. 

But the Vhtican has refused 
to divulge the contents of the let- 
ter, and lomay’s mother yes- 
terday told Italian state radio that 
no letter had yet reached her. 

According to the Vatican, 
Tbmay handed the letter to a 
fellow guardsman 90 minutes 

before shooting Estermann and 
his wife dead in their apartment, 
then turning the gun on himself. 

Tornay, 23, who had served 
in the Pope's personal security 
corps for three years, was bit- 
ter over reprimands from Es- 
termann, and disappointed that 
he had not been Included in foe 
list of guards to be honoured in 


a ceremony scheduled to take 
place yesterday. 

That celebration was can- 
celled following the shooting. 
Instead, relations and friends of 
guardsmen, who had gathered 
in Rome, attended a Papal au- 
dience in which the Pope re- 
called Estermann’s “great faith, 
and his dedication to duty”. 
They were also present for foe 
funeral service for Estermann 
and his wife held in St Peter’s 
basilica yesterday afternoon. 

Rules forbidding church 
commemoration for suicide 
cases will be waived to allow a 
private funeral sendee for Tor- 
Day in St Anne’s chapel inside 
foe Vatican this afternoon. 

In a press conference yester- 
day, Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro l&lls said autopsies car- 
ried out inside foe Holy See 
showed that Estermann suffered 
two bullet wounds through die 
head and shoulder, Gladys Meza 
Romero one through foe left 
fooulder, and that a shot through 
the mouth had killed Tbmay. 

The autopsies, he said, con- 


firmed the official sequence of 
events announced after foe in- 
cident The; Holy See could 
now be “morally certain” Tor- 
nay bad killed his co mmanding . 
officer and his wife in a “fit of 
madness”. 

What foe autopsies did not 
shew was foe whereabouts of foe 
fifth bullet misting from foe bar- 
rel ofToma/s sendee revolver. 

Nor did they explanrwtty a 
young man in foe grip of a “fit 
of madness” should take time 
out to write to his mother, calm- 
ty hand that letter over to a fel- 
low guard, and, according to 
Italian press reports, talk at 
length with his mother on foe 
telephone, before bursting into 
his superior officer’s home and 
opening fire. 

If Tbmay was responsible for 
the Estermanns’ deaths, it 
would appear he had thought 
about it quite rationally. Until 
foe contents of the letter are re- 
vealed, however, what pushed 
ajaghly trained professional sol- 
dier to such tragic lengths will 
remain a mystery. 


US reduces watch on Iraq 

PRESIDENT BUI Clinton has decided foe situation in the Per- 
sian Gulf has calmed enough to allow for a “temporary gap” in 
maintaining two aircraft carriers in foe strategic waterway. One 
of foe two carriers there, foe USS Independence , is scheduled to 
leave foe Gulf later this month. Because of a schedule change in 
foe departure of a third carrier from foe United States, the USS 
Stennis will be the soie aircraft carrier for about force weeks main- 
taining the watch over Iraq. — A P, Washington 

Kok heads for victory 

THE Dutch Prime Minister Wim Kok cruised townrd a second 
term yesterday in general elections likely to strengthen his Labour 
Party's grip on parliament With the Dutch economy growing 
Strongly and. unemployment at 4.8 per cent, Mr Kok’s Labour- 
led coalition was expected to be reshuffled for a second term. 
Foils predicted Labour would raise its 37-seat holding in the 150- 
seat lower bouse to 46. — AP. Amsterdam 
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Pooh bear and Jeremy Fisher as 
you ve never seen them before 

LOST .drawings of Winnj e ih. 


Mr Jeremy FMer “S 

be published for the fira ££ 

go on sale at Sotheby’s today Dtbey 

. '2 e L have **** tempted out of ob- 
«unty by record auctfoi prices feteheS 
for other works by the artfcls - £^0 
fora Shepard at Christie’s and £39.500 for 
a Pbtter at Bonh am^ 

_&wd from the rubbish dump, the Potter 
mkchawng, one of seven feaSred 
ter she wrote in 1893 to a son of her to- 
met icmme* is the fim appearance of 
her famous frog - m afe^AfrJbow 


ftshervns not published until 1906. Her 
letter tells bow Mr Esher went fishing for 
n Y nnows aad pricked his finger on a 
stickleback. He got cross and went home 
and all the little fish laughed at him 

The last public appearance of the let- 
ter was at Sotheby’s in 1947, when it 
fetched £50. Years later, it was rescued by 
a young girl in Connecticut, in the United 
States, from a box of books left to be 
dumped by the former owner of a bouse 
she had moved into with her parents. It 
is estimated to fetch £40,000. 

The ink drawing of Pooh and Christo- 
pher writing letters - both pensive. 


Christopher sucking a pencil and Pooh 
scratching his snout with a quill - is one 
of three drawn by Shepard for admirers. 
The owner remembers them from child- 
hood, hanging in frames above the fireplace 
of his home near Chester. His mother was 
given them in the 1960s by a friepd. 

Unpublished Foobs lack the nostalgia 
value of those that were reproduced in 
AA Milne's books. Nevertheless, the 
drawing is expected to fetch £10,000 to 
£15,000 and another two, showing Pooh 
alone, £6,000 to £8,000 each. 

John Windsor 
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Character studies; Jeremy 
Fisher (above) just escaped 
the rubbish dump, while 
Pooh and Christopher 
Robin (left) spent years 
hanging above a fireplace 


First he took Manhattan 

^[Nlew Yorks glitterati turned oat in force to see Howard Hodgkin’s latest show, snapping up most of his work even before the private view had ended. By Paul Levy 


DESPITE the noise made by 
the young Britpack of Damien 
Hirst, Rachel Whiteread and 
the Chapman brothers , the 
number of living artists from 
Cool Britannia who have really 
made their mark on the Amer- 
ican art world’s consciousness 
is few. David Hockney, of 
course, and also Lucian Freud, 
1 Richard Hamilton and Richard 

; Long. The cultural traffic in the 
visual arts is mostly in the other 
direction. But with the opening 
tp his new show of 13 paintings 
at New York's hottest commer- 
cial gallery, Gagosiaa, Howard 
Hodgkin has grabbed arty 
Manhattan's attention. 

This is an important show for 
the 67-year-oid painter, his first 
here since the large but not com- 
plete retrospective exhibition 
that began in 1995 in Fort 
Worth, then toured - impress- 
ing the bell out of his fans - to 
the Metropolitan Museum here, 
and then to Dusseldorf. before 
coining triumphantly home in 
1997 to London's Hayward 
Gallery. Almost universally ac- 
claimed, this touring show con- 
solidated the critical reputation 
Hodgkin had achieved since 
he represented Britain in the 
1984 Venice Biennale. 

New York always has one art 
dealer with charisma. Currently 
is Larry Gagosian. with two 
galleries; one Downtown, which 
allows him to keep up wilh the 
art -trend-spotters, and an Up- 
town 980 Madison Avenue 
space that used to be the old and 
old money Rarke-Bemet gallery. 

It is in the latter that 
Hodgkin’s work is being shown 
until 13 June, and where there 
was a glittering private view last 
Thursday. Several collectors 
and would-be collectors were 
disappointed to find that almost 
all the pictures had been sold, 
as the museum and an world 
establishment sipped a tittle 
white wine and a lot of San 
Pellegrino with a good number 
of the artist’s close friends and 
plenty' of A-list celebrities. 
Sigourney Weaver, Irene Worth 
and David Hockney were the 
most familiar faces and they 

•joined us on the coaches that 
took 100 guests to Gagosiaa ’s 
(firmer afterwards. 

This was only the first of the 

lavish but informal parties to 
nark the Hodgkin conquest. 

- JTforc was another on Saturday 
night, given by his London 
dealer, Anthony d’Offay. at 
the town house built for him- 
: self bv architect Philip Johnson 
on East 52nd Street. 

There, paying tribute to 
Hodgkin - by eating Glorious 
Food’s potato crepes with gMi 

cheese, served with a fine 1994 

- Meuisault and baked red snap- 

, p^SompaniedasHod gho 

’ [SSL. with red 

case a superb, still, red 

■S£S3^«s 

dVenofNewYorkartcn^s 
*hn Russell and hiswofc^ 

mmd Bernier, the celebrated 

. - lecturer on art. 

. Asfogle.small.earte^ 
kg by Hodgkin.-4A*rjV/om«^ : 
hmgifl the foyer, an ^ 

SthatacoDanonfru^ 

a his attempt to buy JP, 

■- aiheGagosbnshi^^g 

U put 3 reserve on tms , 
brethc wman 

onU indicate her o» ^ not 
.a buying «• aro und. 

*oughHt)dgkinio^ a ^ 

wort of aesihelit - 
*ly won't app*» r pc 


coming weekend - the New York 
Times' art reviews are carried 
in the Friday edition - but 
word-of-mouth has already 
done its stuff, and the gallery is 
crowded. (“1 don’t think tha t the 
daily reviewers matter to the 
people who buy Howard's 
paintings,” an important mu- 
seum curator said to me.) 

You take the lift to the sixth 
floor and are st unn ed by your 
first sight of the single p aintin g 
you see when you walk down 
the long white entrance corri- 
dor. Bamboo (1995-97) is not 
big, but this 24in by 27in rec- 
tangular oil painting on wood 
makes a disproportionate im- 
pact. You glimpse a deep, win- 
dow-like perspective through 
the cobalt-blue painted frame, 
and your eye is drawn so rapidly 
into the lower right hand cor- 
ner that, at first, you almost 
overlook the orange, red and 
brown brushstrokes, so wide 
and bold* that they cover most 
of the picture plane and part of 
the frame. 

Then you turn the comer into 
a room with six small paintings. 
The colours are so vivid and 
strong that it is a little like be- 
ing in a walk-in jewellery box. 
Nan Rosenthal, a curator in the 
department of 20th-century art 
at the Metropolitan Museum, 
told me: u Quite apart from the 
Met show, this is Howard’s most 
beautiful gallery show. He’s at 
the top of his form - the con- 
sistent level of quality is amaz- 
ing; every picture is so lively, so 
confident in its (ouch. I like see- 
ing the larger-scale pictures, 
but, of course, he’s always been 
wonderful at small-scale paint- 
ings, which few others are." 

And in the small gallery at 
Gagosian there are some 
breathtaking pictures. When in 
Rome (1996-97) is oval (its 
centre panel was originally a 
small board belonging to a 
friend, which Hodgkin has en- 
larged to 24 in by 19in). A 
homage to Roman baroque, the 
swirling brushstrokes create a 
trompe I’oefl effect that suggests 
you’re looking sideways on at 
what is ready a ceiling painting, 
and your glance recedes into a 
Tiepolo blue central passage. 

Old Sky (1996-97) is one of 
the loveliest pieces in the show. 
Its umber and gold image 
bleeds onto a small gilded 
frame., making the viewer think 
at once of Ttirner or old Dutch 
skyscapes. The ornate Chinese 
red painted frame of Chinois- 
erie (1994-97) reminds you 
both that Hodgkin can take a 
long time to decide that a 
painting is finished, and that he 
often begins with a found object 


Picture from an exhibition: ‘In Mirra’s Room' (1995-8) by Howard Hodgkin (below left). His current works reveal a new confidence Photographs: Bruce Bemard/Anthony d’Offay 


refers to a house in Italy (not 
a palace), is painted on a white 
ground, which means that the 
paint looks thinner and more 
diaphanous than usual. The 
brushstrokes are very broad, 
and you feel that you can almost 
reconstruct from the marks 
the order in which they were 
made, and so “read” the history 
of the painting, something 
Hodgkin’s past work has per- 
haps. deliberately kept secret 
Tb^ are lm labels, captions 


have enjoyed hunting for some 
sort of drawing they were con- 
vinced (usually because of the 
titles) underlay the image, 
maybe giving the picture a nar- 
rative coherence. Hodgkin's 
new work reduces the tempta- 
tion to indulge in this. 

I think this is because of a 
new confidence in Hodgkin’s 
current works. In most of them 
you can tell which is the final 
stroke of the brash. And in most 
cases this is wide, broad and 


Turn the comer into a room 
with six small paintings. The 
colours are so vivid and 
strong that it is like being in 
a walk-in jewellery box 


like this frame, the oval board, 
or the mouldings that came 
from a church, which have been 
used to make a frame 
large picture, Andrew Allflee 

(1994-98). . 

One of the larger paintings 
of the six in the main ^llety >£ 
revolutionary for Hodgkin m 
this regard- The most rwemly 
finished one, Rain aUIflabzP 
( 1993-98), has no frame. More- 
over, this picture, whose title 


or even numbers on the walls 
in this show, though a sheet with 
titles, dates and dimensions is 
available, as is a fine catalogue. 
Titles remain important when 
looking at a Hodgkin — some 
references are so concrete they 
contain people’s names or in- 
dicate locations. It is the titles 
that remind you that Hodgkin 
does not regard himself as an 
abstract artist. In the past, 
scholars, critics and collectors 


looks as though it has been ap- 
plied rapidly. “The brushstroke 
seems looser," says Rosenthal, 
"on the whole very unlaboured. 


more quickly for himself. There 
iseneigyin these pictures* rather 
than conspicuous studiedness." 
I was very struck by some cor- 
respondences with some calli- 
graphic worksin the great China 
exhibition currently here at the 

Guggenheim Museum. Artistic 


self-confidence is all: one slip of 
the brush and the work (in 
Hodgkin’s case, usually of years) 
would be ruined. 

Hodgkin's collectors are 
special types, almost a dub 
themselves. I asked Norman 
Finkelstem, a brash, outspoken. 
Yale-educated (in music) New 
Jersey surgeon, who, with his 
brother Fired, owns no fewer 
than snr Ho dgkin p ainting s what 
he thought of the show and why 
he collected Hodgkin. Dr 
Finkelstetn shared the univer- 
sal high opinion of the show, and 
answered my other question 
thoughtfully: “The colour, of 
course, and the energy. But in 
all Howard’s pictures - to quote 
my old art hfctoiy professor’s 
view of Greek vases - through 
the image there emerges an en- 
yplnpmg and warm humanity." 

“Lyrical and heroic," said a 
Russian writer friend, and I see 
what she meant- The colours 
sing, the forms and shapes 
move so much they practically 
dpnra, the brushstrokes are so 
bold they are thrilling. And 
ther e. is heroism, loo. In the face 

of today’s minimalis m and in- 
stallation an, Hodgkin's work 
emphatically affirms the central 
place of painting. 

Howard Hodgkin 5r next stoewS 
be in Berlin in November. His 
next London exhibition will be ai 
the Anthony d’Offay Gallery in 
autumn 1999. 
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You couldn’t make it up* 
But the TV producers did 


Why let the facts 
get in the way of a 
good story? 

Paul McCann 
discovers how the 
truth isn't enough 

LIFE is no longer exciting 
enough for television producers. 
Confessonal chat shows, docu- 
soaps, and now, ' it seems, 
award-winning investigations 
are no longer factual pro- 
grammes. Instead, our TV 
screens are proffering us real life 
- bat with a twist. Non-fiction 
is served up, mixed with fiction. 
Or, as Alan Dark might put it, 
the people who mate the shows 
have become “economical with 
the actuality". 

The most shocking example 
of combining fiction with fact is 
the alleged decision by an 
award-winning Carlton docu- 
mentary team to fake a pro- 
gramme about Colombian 
drug-smugglers. In recent 
months two other documen- 
taries: The Driving School on 
BBC1 and Channel 4's Cutting 
Edge - Rogue Males, have been 
revealed to contain faked 
scenes. Those involved in such 
programmes are (perhaps not 
surprisingly) reluctant to talk on 
the record 

The BBC admitted that 
scenes in The Driving School, in- 
ducting one in which the infa- 
mous Maureen Rees wakes her 
husband up at 4am to test her 
on the Highway Code, were 
faked It may, with a second’s 
thought, seem blindingly obvi- 
ous that a camera crew didn’t 
hunker down in Maureen's bed- 
room every night waiting to 
catch the scene, but documen- 
taries do claim to be real life. 
There was also a suggestion that 
some of her minor car crashes 
might have been pro-planned 

Channel 4 was even more 
embarrassed in February when 
a Cutting Edge documentary 
supposed to be about a group 
of “ducking and diving" cowboy 
builders was exposed as being 
largely a reconstruction of the 
men's claims. Some characters 
who appeared to be strangers 
actually knew each other. Three 
of the characters had been seen 
in a previous documentary: one 
who appeared was said to have 
“roped in a few mates" for the 
programme. Blushing Channel 
4 could only say at the time: 
“There was an element of re- 
constructed truth of sorts, but 
there is not a documentary 
around which does not have an 
element of that in it." 

It seems that in the case of 
The Connection, the soap-doc’s 
casual attitude to the verity 
may have flowed from the pop- 
ular fly-on-the-wall genre to 
the supposedly serious world of 
undercover investigations. 

“There is a distinction be- 
tween making use of the gram- 
mar of television and making 
things up,” says the producer of 



Film-makers should pause for thought 


MOST regular viewers will 
have suspected some time 
ago that British television 
has been corrupted by the 
narcotics trade. It tries to 
get along without the easy 
high of menace and macius- 
mo offered by drug docu- 
mentaries, but it just can't 
kick the habit. Wait for 
long enough and you're 
sure to find more grainy 
footage of furtive deals or 
interviews with concerned 
policemen. 

Bat few viewers can have 
realised to what lengths the 
addiction wo old drive some 
documentary makers. Reve- 
lations about the extent to 
which Network First’s 
award-winning film The 
Connection was synthesised 
indicate just how desirable 
sacb stories have become - 
and, as with drugs, if yon 


can’t score the real thing 
yon can always try to grow 
your own. 

Viewers might not realise 
bnt compression and recon- 
struction are the staple 
building Modes of modern 
documentaries. On any 
evening of the week it would 
not be hard to find films 
which compress extended 
events into a neater chronol- 
ogy or which arrange to 
have real occurrences re- 
enacted for the camera. In- 
deed, It would be virtually 
impossible to find films in 
which such accommodations 
are not employed. 

The problem is that the 
professional’s notion of pro- 
bity and that of the audience 
have drifted apart Talk to 
documentary makers and 
yon encounter two prindple 
defences for any departure 


from straightforward obser- 
vation. 

The first is the Higher 
Truth argument by which 
any tampering with unsatis- 
factory actuality is defended 
on the grounds that it mere- 
ly compensates for the defi- 
ciencies of the camera. If 
people are unlikely to com- 
mit crimes in front of a film 
crew then, the argument 
goes, it is entirely legitimate 
to reconstruct such a crime 
so it can be represented on 
screen 

The second is die Sophis- 
ticated Audience argument, 
which insists that television 
viewers are now perfectly 
aware of the manipulations 
involved in all documentary 
- and if the viewer already 
knows that a film offers a 
manufactured version of re- 
ality then there is no need to 


distract them farther with 
captions distinguishing the 
real from the reconstructed. 
In fact, -as Channel 4’s 
Right to Jtepfy regnlaity 
demonstrates - audiences 
continue to take a purist 
tine on such matters. This 
belief in the authenticity of 
all they see is sometimes in- 
genuous but it is not dis- 
creditable. 

As the Network First case 
suggests, It may be time for 
documentary makers to be- 
come more simple-minded 
themselves. “The Connec- 
tion” is not a monstrous 
anomaly among British doc- 
umentaries, it is an extreme 
example - which should 
make all filmmakers pause 
for thought 

Thomas Sutcliffe, 
TV critic 


one of TV’s most successful 
soap-docs. “Undoubtedly if you 
film someone getting into a lift 
and then cut to a shot of the lift 
doois closing from the inside, 
you’ve intervened, in reality, to 
move the story along. It’s also 
acceptable to re-shoot scenes 
because of technical problems. 
My personal benchmark is 
would this have happened any- 
way? If so we can re-shoot it." 


In some soap-docs, charac- 
ters will talk straight to camera 
to explain the context of scenes, 
sometimes a narrator will do it. 
In the more dramatic docs, a bit 
of exposition through faked 
dialogue is also used to move 
things along. 

But it is not just the film- 
maters' tricks that viewers need 
to be wary of. Many producers 
talk about dull and listless 


members of the public coming 
to life when a camera appears. 
The most notorious example 
was the BBC's film about the 
Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool. As 
one rival producer puts it: 
“Every time the film crew ap- 
peared in Hotel, some one got 
a bollocking." 

The propensity of the pub- 
lic to act up for the cameras has 
been taken to its logical extreme 


in the studio confessional shows 
where professional guests are 
now a regular feature. 

Dave Smith, a 39-year-old 
unemployed man from Colch- 
ester, admits to having ap- 
peared on more than 20 
daytime chat shows, including 
KUruy and Vic Time, Vie Place. 
Once he pretended to be a loan 
shark and on another occasion 
a man who fantasised about 



Maunaerr Rees (left) whose 
explores on BBCfb The 
Driving School were hugely 
popular with viewers. 

E/leen Downey (topX 
manager of tho Adelphi 
Hotel in Liverpool, another 
BBC1 ratings winner, and 
Jobless Dave Smith, who 
was prepared to be 
anything the K/iroy 
programme needed. 

“IVe got my mates cforng 
it now,” he says 


lolling his wife. *T did it because 
I got a kick out of it and I want- 
ed to break into TV,” be ex- 
plained. “I've got my mates 
doing it too now. Wa get put up 
in £20Oa-nighr hotels and oace 
we ran up a £400 bar bill.” 

Mr Smith believes that some 
TV researchers, who are des- 
perate for dramatic guests, 
have suppressed their suspi- 
cions of him m order to get hnn 
on their show. However, after 
appearing at the Edinburgh 
Television Festival last year to 
explain his hoaxes, the Kilroy 
show now rings him at home 
if it suspects he might be on the 
guest list, using a pseudonym. 

Kilroy has suffered other 
embarrassments: lastycarit was 
censured tty the BBC after a 
hoaxer appeared on the show 
claiming to be a paedophile. 

The standard explanation 
for television producers' de- 
ceptions is that the competitive 
pressure for ratings now means 
real life is not dramatic enough. 

However, some think that in 
the case of The Connection, 
pressure to get ratings was i 
combined with old-fashioned , 
journalistic ego: One award- 
winning producer for Channel j 
4 said: “The programming 
beads only want sexy subjects 1 
like crime and drugs, so you can i 
imagine the programme- mak- I 
ers pitching this great story to 
ITV and then discovering that 
their only contact was a Colom- 
bian waitress. Rather than go 
back and admit defeat, it looks 
like they just made it up.” 


The children 
forced to do 


mans 


WHEN you first meet Charles 
Anderson, he seems an ordinary 
schoolboy. ^ working hard for his 
A-ievels, enjoying life with his 
friends. But Charles once had 
another life in the fields of 
Kenya, earning a . pittance, 
afraid of being beaten for not 
rfning his job. Now, he is 19; 
when he was first a coffee pick- 
er he was just seven. 

The plight of boys like 
Charles was highlighted yes- 
terday when an unusual peti- 
tion, made up of thousands of 
footprints, was handed in to 10 

Downing St as part of a global 

campaign a gains t child labour. 
SchcK>k&ildren from across the 
UK and Ireland have drawn 
around their feet to show sup- 
port for the campaign. 

The Global March Against 
Child Labour began in the 
Philippines. Its next stop is the 
International Labour Organi- 
sation Headquarters in Geneva, • 
at the start of June, where a new 
agreement to outlaw the most 
exploitative forms of child 
labour will be discussed. 

When Charles began his 
working life, he was paid just 
lOpa day for pickmg coffee. His 
mother received 30p for the 
same work. “My mother was a 
sing le lady and we lived in a 
shanty town,” he says. “I also 
worked in a quarry, breaking 
stones and loading them into 
vehicles.” 

Charles was forced to leave 
home by a stepfather who reg- 
ularly beat him. “In our com- 
munity, single mothers were 
shunned and by way of pun- 
ishment they were forced to live 
with a older men.” When the 
beatings became too much, he 
went to live with his grand- 
mother. He still had to work in. 
the fields. Then his grand- 
mother fell HL 

“I desperately needed to 
earn enough money from work- 
ing in the fields lo pay for med- 
idne for her, but I failed to do 
so and she died,” he said. Af- 
ter her death, Charles had 
nowhere else to go and was 
forced on to the streets of- 
Nairobi “I just walked out one. 
morning and went to look for . 
a job to get some money for 
food.” 

Life on the streets was even 
harder. “I picked up plastic 
bags, papers and other things 
that could be sold to the re- 



cycling indutfiy but none of it . 
paid enough and I ended up 
begging,’* he says. “We ofien ale 
food just picked out of the 

gutter, even if it was three days 

old, because if yon did not eat, 
you died." 

, Four years ago, his luck 
charged. He met Pat BotwrighL 
from Norfolk. She had moved 
to Kenya in 1993 to set up an 
orphanage for street cbDdreo in 
Nairobi She gave Charles a 
place at the Covenant House 
Family Unit and his first op- 
portunity to study- = 

“It was onty-when I went to 
the orphanage at the age of 16 
that I slept on a 'mattress for the 
first time " Last September, 
after passing seven O-Ievel 
standard qualifications, he 
came to England to study for A- 
levels in business studies, eco- 
nomics, European history and 

geography at Bedford Modern a 

School. 

; “It is only due to the grace 
of God that I am now studying 
here after all that happened to 
me in Kenya," says Charles. 

While he supports the Glob- 
al March, he has no illusions 
about what is required to erad- 
icate child labour - and that is 
economic change. “If wages 
don't increase for people then 
children will always be forced 
to earn money. If members of 
my family had been paid a 
proper wage, then I would not 
have had fo work." • 

As well- as hoping for 
favourable convention at the” 
£LO, march organisers are 
seeking other measures that will 
lead to the eventual outlawing 
of child slave labour. British 
companies are being urged to 
adopt independently monitored 
codes thatpreefade goods that 
have been produced by ex- 
ploiting children. States are 
also being pressed to strength- 
en and implement then national 
laws on child labour, and com- 
pulsory education, in accor- 
dance with the international 
conventions on the rights of the 
child. ’ : . 

•, All of-the global marchers 
hope to outlaw the type of sit- • 
uation that tiasled to so many 
children tike Charles Anderson . 
spending their lives labouring . . 
on the streets rather than in the ' : 
classroom. ' . jg^ 

Paul Donovan v 



New life: Charles Anderson at school in Bedford 

Photograph: Rui Xavier 


DILEMMAS 


You may think your Internet affair is harmless. It isn’t 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Angela’s happily living 
with her boyfriend. But 
she’s been talking to 
people on the Internet 
and has become dose 
to one. They are having 
kisses and hugs and 
even more - though 
they've never met Is 
she betraying her 
boyfriend? 


THERE are two schools of 
thought about flirting. One is 
that it’s safe, it’s fan, everybody 
does it, and it’s harmless, just 
giving two people a little kick 
- no more dangerous than 
sharing a glass of champagne. 
But the other school of thought 
is that it’s risky, that once you 
open the door a crack and get 
a foot inside, you may no 


longer have any control over 
the situation. 

Of course, if you flirt with an 
actual person who's present in 
real flesh and Wood there are ex- 
tra dangers. Jt's easy to touch 
and to risk that electric spark 
igniting between you. But be- 
. cause of the very risk, it doesn’t 
often happen and flirting’s kept 
to meaningful looks and saucy 


comments. But on the Internet, 
because the risk of real contact 
appears so slight, it’s easier to 
get carried away. I think An- 
gela’s playing a dangerous game. 

For a start, who knows that 
this man won’t one day sud- 
denly take it into his head to get 
a ticket from Brazil, or wher- 
ever he lives, and suggest a 
meeting at Heathrow Airport? 
What would Angela do then? 
After all. safely married men 
can get divorced and suddenly 
start coming on in earnest, and 
even long-term prisoners, who 
might be thought to be fairly re- 
mote, can suddenly get years off 
for good behaviour and tun: up 
on your doorstep. 

I once started a correspon- 
dence with a man who lived in 
Kenya. It wasn’t a flirtation but 
rather an intense friendship. 
Imagine my horror when he 
turned up in Dover, demand- 
ing to see me. Imagine my 
greater horror when he got 
married, went straight into a 


mental home, and started ring- 
ing me up at the magazine 
where I worked telling me 
about the strange voices he 
heard. Imagine my even greater 
horror when I opened the pa- 
per and found he had been bad 
up for a random murder and 
was now on his tray to Ramp- 
ton. It taught me a hard lesson. 

Who knows that this man 
Angela's involved with won’t 
turn into a stalker, someone who 
gets obsessed by her? Or, worse, 
her own obsession with this 
man may have an effect on her 
and her boyfriend 1 s relationship. 

A friend of mine, who de- 
veloped wfaat she thought was an 
innocent, but overwhelming, 
crush on a father at her daugh- 
ters school, was baffled be- 
causc her own husband suddenly 
started having violent rages. It 
didn’t occur to her that at some 
level this poor man had caught 
on to what was up, and was re- 
acting against her faraway looks, 
her preoccupation with dressing 


up to the nines at 330pm every 
(fay, her withdrawal into herself 
and her fantasies. 

And, finally. Angela should 
ask herself what she would 
feci if she discovered her own 
boyfriend was having an Inter- 
net “affair”. If she feels she 
could live with him writing 
how his body feels when 
pressed against another girl's, 
that he gets an erection just at 
the thought of turning on the 
computer, that he can feel her 
longue In his mouth, then that's 
fine. But she'd be a fanny 
bunny to feel happy about a re- 
lationship like that. She is 
betraying her boyfriend. She 
knows it, too, or she wouldn’t 
be asking the question. She 
should stop at once. 

READERS’ REPLIES 


My boyfriend met someone 
through the Internet and I 
think Angela’s playing with 
fire. He went to meet her and 


they had an affair. It came to 
nothing of course, but by then 
it was too late, I could never 
trust him again. He now begs 
me to come back but my feel- 
ings for him have changed. 
Angela should stop this rela- 
tionship immediately 
Anon 


There** nothing harmful in 
this. It’s a normal, healthy way 
of living, and as long as Angela 
never actually lakes her Inter- 
net relationship further, no 
harm can come of it. 

Brian Elder, Edinburgh 

I do not think that Angela is 


betraying her boyfriend. Rather - 
that she might be betraying her- j ^ 
self. I would ask w/ty she needed 
e-mail hugs and kisses. Does [ 
her real-life boyfriend not give 
her enough kisses and hogs? | 
Has she communicated her 1 
needs to him ? : J 

Nicholas S Gough, Swindon, VWte { #i .. 


NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 

My husband works away abroad for a month and 
reon-ns home for two weeks. I find it increas- 
ingly hard to cope. When he returns he insists 
on being the Man about the House, disrupting 
my routines, and disciplining the children about 
things that never bother me. 

last time he was here he insisted on ex- 
changing our big. reliable, old banger for a new 
one, which doesn't suit me nearly so well as it 
only has two doors. Having created uproar, he 
then goes away leaving me to pick up the pieces 
till next time. 

My socfal life Is nil, too. because when my hus- 
band's home he wants to see me alone all die 


drne ’ but when he's away 1 long for friends b 
ran never maintain them. ' 

if we lived together all the time Pm sure th'ip 
down - Bur howcan J cope with sw 
peculiar life! Does anyone else have this prd 
Jem? — Di me , 

Letters are welcome, and everyone who has 
quoted niB be sent a bouquet frot 

inteifloru. Send comments and suggestions t 

Iv&n ui Ironside at the Features Department, V 
ndependent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Whai 
London E14SDL (fax: 0171-2932182). by The 
“?y r y7iuig If you have a dilemma of your d* 
that you would like to share, please let me knot 




x 
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♦Syd Lawrence 


FOR milbons the great era of 
swing maac died one day in De- 
cember 1944 when the Army 
aeroplane flying Glenn Miller 
to Paris disappeared, and nei- 
ther it nor the world's top 
dance band leader were ever 
seen again. Miller’s music has 
never died, however, thanks to 
the continued reissuing of his 
many recordings through ever 
changing inventions - 78s, LP 5 , 

45s, and CDs- each new system 

bringing back the original 
Miller sound with bigger and 
better reproduction, and 
through the live performances 
W a few dance band devotees. 
And none were more devoted 
than Syd Lawrence. 

It is unlikely that Sydney 
Lawrence ever saw himself ris- 
ing to band leader, let alone be- 
coming the prime British 
exponent of his American idol’s 
style. He was born quite 
humbly in Wilmslow, Cheshire, 
in 1923, and although his par- 
ents made him learn the violin 
strings had no real appeal to 

him. 

He soon joined the local 
brass band where he was taught 
to play the cornet, and this 
would remain his true instru- 
ment throughout his musical 
life Leaving school at 14 he 
went to work at the Shetton 
Steelworks, at night finding 
enough energy to blow the 
trumpet in a local semi-pro- 
fessional dance band. 


By 1939 and the onset of the 
Second World War the 16-year- 
oId Lawrence was musically 
proficient enough to join an 
Ensa troupe, which did not 
prevent him from being «tiM 
into the Royal Air Force two 
years later. After basic training 
he was talented enough to join 
the RAF Middle East Com- 
mand Dance Orchestra, playing 

m many a Naafi until be was de- 
mobbed in 1946. 

His first dwy job was to blow 
his trumpet in a Merseyside 
dance band led by AJ Powell; 
they promptly won that year’s 
Dance Band Championship 
sponsored by the music trade 
magazine. Melody Maker. The 
next year Lawrence was found 
playing at Billy Butiin’s Holiday 
Camp in Skegness, under the 
leadership of Nat Temple, who 
would in time rise to become a 
comedy star in Breakfast with 
Braden . 

In 1948 he was trumpeting 
in Ibddy Foster’s Band, and in 
1949 he joined Cyril Stapleton’s 
Orchestra, not yet reformed as 
the BBC Show Band but busi- 
ly touring dance halts on the 
road around the country. A year 
with Stapleton, and Lawrence 
was ready to start his own dance 
band. 

With some of his old col- 
leagues from the A1 Powell days 
he formed a quintet to play at 
the Gemence Restaurant in 
Chester. It was small but it was 


a start, even if it did not last long. 
Stapleton hired him back in 
■ 1950, but a year later Lawrence 
moved over to join Geraldo and 
his Orchestra, then across to the 
Grosvenor House to play for 
Sidney Upton’s Band. 

Lawrence married in 1951, 
and not wishing to live perma- 
nently in London moved back 
north in 19S3. While waiting for 
his big chance, be took a day job 
servicing vacuum cleaners. 
However this did not last long, 
and soon be was trumpeting for 
the newly-formed BBC North- 
ern Dance Orche&ra, known af- 
fectionately throughout the 
land as the NDO. 

The director was Alyn 
Ainsworth, and their “Big 
Band" sound was enormously 
popular with radio listeners of 
that era. The band backed many 
popular variety programmes as 
wen as broadcasting their own 
regular series, Make Way for Mu- 
sic. Lawrence was with the 
band for 15 years, and listeners 
to those shows may not know 
that Ik was also one of the dose- 
harmony voices in the band’s vo- 
cal quartet, he also blew some 
ragged notes in the Gatecrash- 
ers Dixieland Band and also the 
Thadlads, both jazz groups with- 
in the NDO. 

It was not until 1967 that 
Lawrence and a few like- 
minded musicians got together 
on a Tuesday night at the South- 
ern Hotel in Chorltoo-cum- 


Hardy. The play was to recre- 
ate his favourite dance band 
sound, the music of Glenn 
Miller. A year later they had 
moved to the Mersey Hotel, 
Didsbury, where he opened 
with an 18-piece orchestra, 
more than enough for the “Big 
Band" effect. Like all true 
dance band musicians, 
Lawrence and his boys were 
playing for ton not profit. 

They began to play the oc- 
casional away date, and whilst 
at the Royal Victoria Hotel in 
Sheffield in 1969, Granada 
Television got wind of their 
wonder and sent along some 
Outside Broadcast cameras. 
The resulting show was a local 
hit and, inspired, Lawrence 
quit his BBC Manchester job 
and stepped out into the future. 
It was a big chance, but it came 
off. 

BBC Television booked the 
band to back their new series 
Sez Les, starring the fast-rising 
Northern comedian Les Daw- 
son. In November the band was 
booked into the Royaf Festival 
Hall for a special occasion that 
must have seemed the absolute 
peak of Lawrence's career. 
They played a Glenn Miller 
Tribute Concert to mark the 
25th anniversary of the band- 
leader's mysterious disappear- 
ance. And they also made their 
first record, a long-player for 
Fontana. It was, of course, a se- 
lection of Miller hits. 


The Syd Lawrence Orches- 
tra was finally made. Lawrence 
hit a vein of nostalgia, reviving 
yesterday’s melodics where too 
much rock’n’roll was making 
older heads ache. They cut two 
long players a year, lopped ra- 
dio and television shows, played 
Miller music in the Channel Is- 
lands and across Europe, and 
delighted several Royal Variety 
Performance audiences. 

His musical arrangements 
were meticulous, carefully 
recreating many a lost original, 
and in his 30-year career at the 
top he compiled a collection of 
no fewer than 700 arrange- 
ments from the bygone days of 
Miller and his contemporaries, 
Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, 
Tommy Dorsey and the rest 

Lawrence officially retired in 
1990, but his hand played on. 
First under the pianist Bryan 
Pendleton, then under Ken 
Williams. Now and then when 
be felt fit enough, Lawrence 
would return to conduct a ses- 
sion and blow his own trumpet 
Although not belonging to the 
original big band era he was the 
great reviver and restorer. Now 
it would seem, both the origi- 
nal hands and their shadows are 
no more. 

Denis Gifford 


Sydney Lawrence, comet player arid 
band leader bom WHmsIow, 
Cheshire 2A June 1923; married (one 
son, one dau&net); (Bed 5 May 19981 



Lawrence: the great reviver and restorer Photograph; Redfems 


ter British 
ampaign 



Helen Ward 


MORE so than most of the peo- 
ple who worked for him, Helen 
9lferd wasinettricabty associat- 
ed with the clarinettist Benny 
Goodman. She never tried to 
break the association and their 

frien dshi p lasted until his death. 

It was not without its stark 
moments. Goodman was ab- 
sorbed in his music to such an 
extern that there was no room 
for ephemera in his mind, lb 
him, Helen was “Fops”. But 
then he never troubled to re- 
member names and he ad- 
dressed everybody, including 
his wife and children, by the 
same all-purpose sobriquet 

Helen Wiird had to put up 
with a lot from Goodman. For 
most of the time he was total- 
ly unable to consider the wel- 
fare of others, being possessed 
of self-interest in the ultimate 
degree. 

On one occasion in October 
1958 Ward and the pianist Aa- 
dr6 Previn went to Goodman's 
home to rehearse for a record- 
ing session. There were diffi- 
culties with the music and 
finally Ward said, “Benny, you 


know what the trouble is? It’s 
just horribly cold in here.” 

“You know," said Benny, 
“you’re absolutely right.” He left 
the room and returned wearing 
a thick woollen sweater and 
went on with the rehearsal. 

Helen Ward, although only 
18, had been singing profes- 
sionally for two years when she 
first encountered Goodman in 
1934. She was already quite well 
known and didn't intend , to 
join his newly formed band as 
a full-time singer when she au- 
ditioned for him. However, the 
impresario Billy Rose heard 
the audition and booked the 
band with Ward for his weekly 
Let’s Dance broadcasts with 
NBC It was the beginning of 
the swingers and of the Good- 
man legend. 

Ward was a musical singer 
who could swing more con- 
vincingly than most of the girl 
singers of the day. Attractive to 
look at, she became a sex sym- 
bol for male teenagers, but it 
was for her sensitive and well- 
judged vocal style fbrwhicb she 
wiU be remembered. She was 


ideally suited to the big band 
setting provided for her and was 
popular with Goodman’s mu- 
sicians who included rising stars 
like the trumpeter Harry James 
and the drummer Gene Krupa. 

Goodman, a virtuoso among 
virtuosi in his band, picked on 
all of them from time to time, 
including the notably amiable 
Krupa. 

“Benny was not too great at 
kicking off tempos,'’ W&rd re- 
called. “He would occasional- 
ly start a tune too slow or too 
fast, and Gene would try to set- 
tle into whatever tire time was 
actually supposed to be. That 
got to Benny after a while." 

In the summer of 1936 the 
Goodman band returned on 
tour to California where it had 
first achieved fame. Ward had 
sporadic affairs with Goodman 
and during the trip she was in 
a coffee house discussing their 
future with a boyfriend when 
Goodman came in and sat at 
their table. He turned to the 
boyfriend and said, “You know, 
Fm going to many this girl" “It 
was completely out of left field," 


said Ward. “Yes, I was in love 
with him from the first time I 
heard him play and he knew it 
But by now I had almost put 
Benny out of my head as far as 
marriage or anything serious 
was concerned, and I couldn’t 
imagine what brought this on. 
My boyfriend took me home, we 
kissed and he left. Five minutes 
later the doorbell rang and it was 
Benny. He said, ‘I want to mar- 
ly you,’ just like thaL I said yes." 

When the tour readied the 
East Cbast the band played at the 
Steel Pier in Atlantic CSty. “I was 
standing on the end of the pier 
looking out at the ocean when 
Benny came over to me. He said, 
‘Helen, rm determined to make 
it in music and I don’t think I 
should get married yet.’ ” 

Outraged, Ward stormed 
from the band, only to be 
brought back by the persuasive 
talents of its agent, Willard 
Alexander. 

“But it broke my heart, and 
after that my feelings for Ben- 
ny petered ouL” Ward later ac- 
cepted the proposition of an 
earlier boyfriend “One evening 


before work I fold Benny I was 
leaving. We were sitting at a lit- 
tle table for two in the Man- 
hattan Room. Benny was 
holding one of those oversize 
dinner menus, and he just flung 
it across the table in my face." 

Ward's new husband was a 
rich man, Alfred Marx. Al- 
though she was not with the 
band at the time of the band's 
celebrated Carnegie Hall ap- 
pearance of January 1938, Mairx 
arranged to have two recordings 
made of the concert on 12-inch 
acetates. The first set was as a 
souvenir for his wife, while the 
second was given to Goodman. 
The recordings were forgotten 
until 10 years later when they 
were finally unearthed, dusted 
down and issued to the public. 
They are still available as a dou- 
ble CD album, and must be 
some of the best-selling record- 
ings CBS has ever had 

From 1937 to 1942 Wird 
sang only on recordings and 
didn’t tour. During this time she 
recorded with bands under the 
leadership of Krupa, Teddy 
Wilson, Bob Crosby (with 


whom she had the hit record 
“Dry In, Day Out"), Joe Sulli- 
van and Harry James. Her career 
became sporadic and she only 
worked when she wanted to. 

The friendship with Good- 
man was repaired and she sang 
with him on many guest ap- 
pearances and recordings, par- 
ticularly during the Fifties. She 
sang a version of “What a lit- 
tle Moonlight Can Do” at a 
Goodman band recording ses- 
sion of 1958 that was so good 
the band applauded her at the 
playback 

II was 20 years after that that 
she returned for the final chap* 
ter of her career, performing in 
public and recording. In 1981 
she made her final bow with an 
album called The Helen Ward 
Song Book, on which she was 
accompanied by the cornettist 
Ruby Braff, the trombonist 
Vic Dickenson and other not- 
ed instrumentalists. 

Steve Voce 

Hden Ward, singe r. bom New York 
19 September 1916; married; died 
Arlington, Virginia 21 April 1998. 


Chatichai Choonhavan 


tocents 
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CHATICHAI CHOONHAVAN 
was one of Thailand’s most 
flamboyant and long lasting 
politicians. Not only was he a 
former Foreign Minister and 
Prime Minister. He was also one 
of the godfathers of Thai poli- 
tics who had the influence to 
make or break numerous coali- 


□ governments. 

Chatichai’s influence 
mmed origin ally from his 
oily. His father was Field 
irshal Pin Choonhavan who 
ned prominence in 1941 dur- 
; a brief border war which en- 
ied Thailand to annex parts 


of Laos and Cambodia. Al- 
though this territory had to be 
handed back in 1946, the 
family had by then built a sub- 
stantial commercial empire 
especially in north eastern 
Thailand. 

It also added to its fortune 
with a series of well-judged 
marriages. One of CharichaTs 
sisters became the wife of the 
powerful police chief Pao 
Sriyanon. He himself married 
Bunina, a close friend of the 
royal family. 

In 1951, during one of Thai- 
land’s many military coups 


d’itat, this Pin-Pao dique as it 
came to be known, managed to 
seize most of the reins of pow- 
er in the country, with 
Chatichai, who was already one 
of its youngest generals, be- 
coming a cabinet minis ter as 
wdL 

But they were too obvious- 
ly greedy. Five years later in an- 
other coup, the family lost out 
amidst allegations that it bad 
amassed millions of dollars in 
Swiss bank accounts. Whilst 
his father and brother-in- 
law died shortly afterwards, 
Chatichai was sent info virtual 


exile as ambassador to Ar- 
gentina, a country with which 
Thailand had few obvious re- 
lations. He was to remain 
abroad for the next ten and 
more years but was not com- 
pletely forgotten. 

In 1970 yet another military 
coup saw him returning home 
to become Foreign Minister, a 
position he dearly relished. He 
also set about reforging old fam- 
ily alliances as the basis of a 
political party to contest Thai- 
land’s first truly democratic 
elections in 1975. 

Since no party won an out- 


right majority of seats, the out- 
come was a further period of po- 
litical instability marred by 
several more coups in some of 
which Chatichai was implicat- 
ed although he no longer held 
mili tary rank In fact he just 
could not desist from playing 
politics. But it was not until 1990 
that he achieved his ultimate 
ambition of becoming prime 
minister. 

His dream was to transform 
Thailand into a major centre of 
power in South East Asia, and 
with Vietnam on the brisk of 
withdrawing all its forces from 


Cambodia, be spoke of chang- 
ing the concept of Indo-China 
as a battleground into a market 
place where Thai businessmen 
could invest and make lucrative 
trade deals. He had little time 
to achieve this aim. Within a 
year, he was ousted from pow- 
er in yet another military coup 
on the grounds that his gov- 
ernment was totally corrupt 
Although this seemed to 
bring Chatichai Cboonfaavan’s 
political career to an end, he 
never ceased manoeuvring be- 
hind the scenes, with still suffi- 
cient a power base to wreck 


several successive coalition gov- 
ernments. For all that he re- 
mained a popular figure with 
few obvious enemies and his 
death is likely to be widely 
mourned. 

Judy Stowe 

Chatkhd Choonhavan, sokSer, cSpky 
mat and pofitidan: bom Bangkok 
S April 1922; Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister of Thailand 1972-75; Foreign 
Minister 1975-76; Industry Minister 
1976; Deputy Prime Minister 1986- 
88; Prime Minister ofVtdland 1988- 
91; married {one son, one daughter); Chaddiah flamboyant 
died London 6 May 1998. Photograph: Rex Features 
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BIRTHS 

Ijni^WOOO: On 2ti April 1998. tp 
Sua (nee Dfcfcson) and Tim, a total- 
Iv gaseous daughter. Thea Adwoa 


Unfrcuo. 

IBVWtOo 27 April I99S. to Fkwa(a«: 
Houghton) andGeorge, in Bermuda, 
a daughter, Sophie. 

DEATHS 

BRANNAN.-A1 GlenroltoH*^ 

peacefully on Tuesday 5 htef 
Rmiman fWec 
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Nellie) in her 91sl year, formerly ot 
Cemre Street, Kelly. 




ail 130pm, jowed bv interment at Highgate 

Oaneteiyin3J0pni.Rmayfiwem 

““““ 


nine . Requiem Mass at the Brorop- 
too Oratory at 11am on Monday II 
May RunDy flowers only. Donations 

to a Thomas to the Hpan^. 

*58 Cromwell Road, Hove, East Sus- 
sex BN3 1ES. 

stem and mother of Hannah and I Ben. 

Sistw to DaeasUnDer-rnnom Ser- 
vice on Friday 8 May at St MchaePs 
Chinch, Highgate at fo l- 

lowed by interment at H fefagate 
Cemetery at 330pm. Family t 
rvmariniKtoManeOin 


births. 

—tophtWMa M71-M3 200 or nx 
eo 0T7I-293 2010. 
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Grade 


Lectures 

Motional Portrait Gallery: Hugh 
Dickson, “John Skelton <1460-1529): 
tutor to Henry vm and outspoken 
poet", UOpm- 

Royal Sodeey: Professor Kicked 
Wiseman, “Imestigaimg ihePtu*- 
normal: a sceptical perspective , 

C 4 flfVfT| 

Gresham Collage (Barnard's fa n 
Hall, London EC1): . Fr ffi”P r 
Lynetre Hooter, "Lost in Hyper- 

space", 530pm. 


Birthdays 

Mr Nicholas Bennett, drief attentive. 
Association of Consulting Engineere 
and former MP, 49; Mr Scobie 
Breasley, jockey, 83; Miss Thresa 
Brewer, actress and singer, 67; Lord 
Briggs, historian, 77; Mr Peter Carey, 
author, 55; Mr Tim Collins MP, 34; 
Sir Charles Cunningham, former 
senior civ2 servant, 92; Professor Aim 
Cuthbert, Master crfFilzwiBiam Col- 
lege, Cambridge, 66; Professor 
Robert Goodden, architect, 89; Sir 
Janies Gowans, former deputy chair. 
mm, Medical Research Council, 74; 
The Right Rev Robert HaOiday, 
former Bishop of Brechin, 66; Mr 
Robin Haabwy-Tenmson, explorer 
and author, 62; Mr David Hatch, for- 
mer adviser to the Director-Gener- 
al, BBC, 59; Mr Michael Hawkes, 
former deputy chairman, Klemwcnt 
Benson, 69; Sir Lenar Hewitt, in- 
dustrialist, 81; Sr Michael Hopkins, 
architect, 63; Lord KirkiriH, former 
Lord Provost of Aberdeen, 68; Mr 
David Leach, potter, 87; Mr Cahun 
Macdonald MP, 42; Sr NeO Mac- 


MR 62; Dr Tony O'Reiny, chairman, 
HJJteinz and rfinfaman, Indepen- 
dent Ne w spapers, 62; Mr Richard 
O'Sullivan, actor, 54; Mrs Rath 
prawer Jhabvala, author, 71;Mr 
rhriet njiher Saunders. Headmaster, 
L hncfag College, 58; Miss Eliza- 
beth Sodcrstrom, soprano, 71; Mr 
CEveSoley MP, 59; Mr David Tbm- 
Knson, actor, 8l; Sir Alan TfaiQ, far- 
mer Lard Mayor of London, 63; 
Maj-Gen Henry Woods, Vice-Lord 
Lieutenant, North Yorks, 74. 


LAW REPORT: 7 mayi998 

Lack of consent need not be demonstrated 


Regna v Malone; Court of 
Appeal (Criminal Divirion) 
(Lord justice Roch. Mr Justice Sachs 
and Mr Justice Coins) I May 1998 

IT WAS Dot necessary, in order 
for an accused who had not used 
force, threat or deceit to be 
found guilty of rape, that there 
should be evidence that the 
. co mplain anf hwri dem o nstrated 
her lade cf consent and had ccan- 
munkated it to the accused. 

Hie Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of Thomas 
Patrick Makoe against his con- 
viction on 5 February 1997 at 


The complainant was a 16- 
year-oJdgH and the alleged of- 
fence had occurred when she 
was very drunk She main- 
tained that she had not con- 
sented to intercourse with the 
appellant, bat that on account 
of her co&ditfon she had been 


unable to resist. The issues at 
the trial were whether inter- 
course had taken place at all; 
whether, if it had, the prose- 
cution had proved that it bad 
been non-co nsensu&l: and 
whether, if lack of consent bad 
been proved, it was proved that 
the appellant had known that 
the complainant did not con- 
sent or had been reckless as to 
whether she consented or not. 

The appellant was convict- 
ed, and appealed against coo- 
viction on the ground, micraLa, 
that the judge had erred cm the 
law applicable lo the issue of 
consent, leading him to rule 
wrongly at the end of the pros- 
ecution case that there was a 
case to answer, and to misdi- 
rect the jury in his summing up. 


imiJppetds) for die appeBont; An- 
drew WiBiam (Crown Prosecution 
Saxice) for die Crown. 


Lord Justice Roch said that it 
had been contended on the ap- 
pellant's behalf that R v 
Howard [1956] 3 All ER 684 
and R v Lang (1975) 62 Cr App 
R 50 were still good law and 
that, in a case such as the pre- 
sent where the appellant had 
not used force, threat or deceit, 
there had to be evidence that 
the complainant bad offered 
some resistance either by 
speech or physical contact It 
was submitted that on the com- 
plainant’s own evidence there 
had been no such demonstra- 
tion of the absence of consent 
Both cases relied on had 
been decided prior to the pass- 
ing of the Sexual Offences 
(Amendment) Act 1976. The 
issue had come before the 
court again in R v OJugboja 73 
Cr App R 344, but it had been 
submitted for the appellant 
that that decision had not 


superseded Howard and Lang. 

The appellant's argument 
was rejected. The actus mus of 
rape was an act of sexual inter- 
course wifo a woman who ai the 
time of the act did not consent 
but there was no requirement 
that the absence of.consent 
had to be demonstrated or that 
it had to be communicated to 
the defendant. 

The authorities of Howard 
and Lang had to be read with 
caution. Decisions which pre- 
dated the Sexual Offences 
(Amendment) Act 1976 could 
not be binding on the court, al- 
though they might be of assis- 
tance in an appropriate case. In 
order to obtain a conviction of 
rape there had to be some ev- 
idence of lack of consent to go 
before the jury, but the nature 
of that evidence would de- 
pend on the particular cir- 
cumstances of the case. 


It might, for example, be the 
complainant’s simple assertion 
that she did not consent to in- 
tercourse; evidence of threats 
or physical force by the defen- 
dant; evidence that by reason 
of drink or drugs the com- 
plainant was incapable of giv- 
ing consent or incapable of 
being aware of what was occur- 
ring; evidence that tty reason of 
agp or lack of understanding doe 
to mental handicap the com- 
plainant had not consented; or 
evidence that the complainant 
was asleep when sexual inter- 
course occurred or had been 
tricked into giving consent in the 
belief that the defendant was her 
husband Or partner. In the 
present case, there had been 
ample evidence on which the 
appellant could have been con- 
victed, and his conviction was 
not unsafe. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Coup plot Cook 
never noticed 


DOES Robin Cook know what goes on in his own department? 

He would like us to think that he doesn't have a due. If Mr Cook does 
know what the Foreign Office gets up to then he would be aware that of- 
ficials had connived at a British firm of “military consultants”, Sandline 
Ltd, supplying aims and mercenaries to support a coup in Sierra Leone. 
These activities breached a United Nations resolution and a European Union 
arms embargo. They are not immediately recognisable as elements in an 
ethical foreign policy. The affair is now subject to a c riminal investigation. 

Given all that, it is easier to understand why Mr Cook is so emphatic 
about his ignorance. In the Commons yesterday, be made categorical de- 
nials of ministers’ knowledge of, or involvement in, these events. Thus means 
that civil servants and diplomats must have conducted an audacious cov- 
er-up. It implies that they made sure that neither Mr Cook nor any of bis 
ministers knew that the deputy head of the FO Africa desk, Craig Mur- 
ray, had met representatives of Sandline in London. They also ensured 
that their political masters did not know about the British High Commis- 
sioner to Sierra Leone's meeting with officials from Sandlin e before the 
coup. The Foreign Secretary was left unaware that 30 tons of arms were 
flown from Bulgaria to Sierra Leone by Sandline in February. 

In short, we are invited to believe that, to adapt an old joke, Mr Cook 
has been treated by his staff as a sort of political mushroom -kept in the 
dark only to find himself now covered in the rich manure of political em- 
barrassment 

There wili now be a number of inquiries into the affair. Mr Cook has 
promised his frill co-operation. We hope that public servants will not be used 
as scapegoats. It is certainly worth mentioning that the regime that they helped 
to oust in Sierra Leone was brutal and despotic even by Africa's standards. 
They may have had the best of motives for their actions, which will no doubt 
be taken into account If no evidence lhat links ministers with Sandtine emerges 
then that may be the greatest service they could have performed for their 
master. Mr Cook will not be the first politician in history to prefer to plead 
guilty to a charge of ignorance rather than one of complicity. 

Londoners must vote 
for a credible mayor 

HOW MANY people vote in today's London referendum on the plan for 
an elected mayor matters as much as where they put their crosses. No won- 
der Tony Blair has been drumming up support and Environment Deport- 
ment officials allowing smiley faces on ballot papers to count as a “yes”. 
If the pundits are right and polling stations see participation at usual lo- 
cal government levels - 40 per cent or less - it will be hard to claim frill 
endorsement for the plan. The Government says the referendum is only 
advisory - it will proceed regardless of the size of the vote. But how hol- 
low the thing will look if Londoners stay away. Any future claim to legit- 
imacy by a mayor - especially in his or her inevitable battles with Whitehall 
over money or powers - is going to be vitiated to the extent the electors 
choose to express indifference today. 

The Government's plan for London is far from perfect It runs the risk 
of spreading a luxuriant new foliage of office-holders and advisers above 
the boroughs. At the same time the mayor may be impotent; the Treasury 
has ensured there is no financial Viagra around. This will be a mayor whose 
financial discretion is limited to the scrapings of parking charges. Yet the 
main issue for most Londoners is transport investment and pricing. In prin- 
ciple a determined mayor would be in a position to lobby, to streamline, 
to plan. In practice the purse strings are going to be tied tight; already a 
major option -privatisation of the Tube- has been ruled out by John Prescott 
Still the very existence of a figure able to see how policies for parking, 
buses, trains, housing and employment intersect must be welcome. Those 
who argue that the existing machinery broadly works miss the fact that it 
operates in semi-privacy; Londoners are alienated from the authorities op- 
erating in their name. 

Which makes it all the more necessary for them to turn out and vote. 
In Scotland, an expression of the “settled wflT of Scottish residents was 
required.- no one doubted it was obtained in last year’s referendum. The 
Welsh margin was slimmer and the momentum behind plans for the Prin- 
cipality correspondingly reduced. If Londoners cannot be bothered, it wfll 
be very hard to muster the enthusiasm which the actual contest for may- 
or in two years' time ought to stimulate. 


New men, real men 


NEW MEN, it seems, are having a hard time. Rather than be persecuted 
for their lack of blokeishness, they've been living double lives and they’re 
finding the stress too much to bear. When they have to take time off work 
to look after their children they invent excuses about power breakfasts or 
the Territorial Army or, heaven help us, having to run a marathon. That 
vny their males still think of them as real men. 

Well the NSPCC has decided to do something about this with a “Men 
as Fathers” conference to study and heighten awareness of this phenom- 
enon. Laudable though this is, it will take more than a conference organ- 
ised by a charity to change society’s assumptions. All of us have to think 
about the value we place on a lather’s involvement with his children. So 
□ext time a male colleague arrives a little late and offers the excuse that 
he's been out on an assault course, just tell him - fatherhood is underval- 
ued and new men are cool. 



Chance Blair has to seize 

Sir. In Lichfield Cathedral recently, 
I received, alongside other flfest Mid- 
lands church leaders, over 15,000 pe- 
titions to the Government to support 
measures for sustainable debt relief 
for the world's poorest countries. 
When Mr Blair welcomes his fellow 
world leaders to the G8 simurril in 
Birmin gham on 15-17 May. be will 
be receiving more such petitions from 
all over the world. Yet we have so far 
heard nothing on this issue from Mr 
Blair himself. There is a strange si- 
lence. 

President Clinton, during his 
tour of Africa, stated: “We’re going 
to talk about it at the G8 meeting. 
And l will stay on top of this to make 
sure that what we’re trying to get 
done is accomplished.” 

Again, having received thou- 
sands of postcards reminding them 
of German debt relief in 1953, 
Chancellor Kohl and his Finance 
Minister have insisted that the 
debt issue is discussed in Birming- 
ham. 

But there is still no word from 
Downing Street On the contrary, 
there are rumours that Cabinet min- 
isters have been asked not to sign pe- 
titions. Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, has, on the other hand, 
said that the issue must be kept on 
the G8 agenda. 

Debt relief will release funds for 
development in Africa, for hospitals, 
schools, roads, water supply. Pover- 
ty in Africa creates violence and en- 
dangers peace. Here is a crucial 
opportunity for Mr Blair to build for 
peace in Africa as he has done in 
Northern Ireland. Other schemes 
mounted by the IMF and World 
Bank, such as the “Highly Indebted 
Poor Country” initiative, are in dif- 
ficulty. Something more radical is 
needed. 

The Prime Minister is President 
of the European Union. He is host 
to world leaders at this summit He 
believes in love and justice, in seiz- 
ing the moral high ground. Here is 
the chance of a lifetime to do just 
that. 

+KEITH LICHFIELD 

(The Right Rev Keith Sutton, Bishop 

of Lichfield) 


LETTERS 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail: letters@independertLco.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Lett ers may be edited for length and clarity. 


Keep the pound high 

Sir. The Conservatives have muffed 
it again, worrying about a soft euro 
and flight of savings to sterling, 
making the pound “too strong”. 
This is-like worrying about Britain 
becoming too prosperous. 

A strong currency is overwhelm- 
ingly beneficial because it confers the 
power to command economic out- 
put Suppose the pound traded at 
twice its current value against the US 
dollar. We could purchase any dol- 
lar-de nominated commodity or 
property for half price. We could re- 
pay any doliar-denominated loan at 
half price. A strong pound will bring 
soft-Eoropeans begging for loans de- 
nominated (and repayable) in ster- 
ling. Being banker to the world is 
desirable. 

The goal of UK monetary policy 
should be to attract capital to this 
country, not to devalue the pound so 
a tiny minority of exporters can flog 
cheap goods that can’t compete 
against low-wage, soft-currency 
Asians or Europeans. Just as glob- 
al inflation threatened world pros- 
perity in the 1970s, the greatest 
danger today is a spiral of devalua- 
tion, with every currency competing 
to be the “softest” and least de- 
pendable store of value. 

If William Hague wants to wor- 
ry about something sensible, he 
should worry about new Labour 
taking Britain back into a continen- 
tal monetary system dominated by 
socialist France. Surely Mr Hague re- 
members the idiotic ERM dfibScle 
that brought down John Major and 
made it possible for new Labour to 
seem reasonable by comparison. 

ALAN von ALTENDORF 
Dunoon, Strathclyde 

Sir. We have recently seen a pletho- 
ra of statements by directors of 
companies bemoaning the high val- 
ue of the pound and claiming that 


it reduces their ability to “sell” over- 
seas. 

While it may make it more diffi- 
cult to dose orders, the selling has 
never been easier. The high value of 
the pound means that overseas sell- 
ing costs are greatly reduced With 
return air feres to the Far East for 
under £400 and, for the first lime in 
years discounted hotel rooms in 
most Hit Eastern cities, the oppor- 
tunity to be there and sell has seldom 
been more cost-effective. 

Similar, if less dramatic, reduc- 
tions apply to other markets, and any 
company that has not flooded its 
overseas markets with sales people 
over the last six months is missing a 
great opportunity and has no reason 
to complain. 

DAVID HAWKSWORTH 
Bournemouth, Dorset 

US threat to peace 

Sir Robert Fisk’s report (6 May) on 
die outcome of Tony Blair’s last-ditch 
attempt to broker an agreement be- 
tween Netanyahu and the man who 
was prepared to make peace with Ra- 
bin until this brave man was assas- 
sinated, made two things clearer than 
ever before. 

First, when the world’s greatest 
nation (in terms of military power) 
fields a Secretary of State whose con- 
tribution to this meeting will be re- 
membered with the words, “It's up 
to the parties [to decide j whether we 
are serving the vegetables well,” 
that nation is no longer fit to do more 
than just that. 

The Palestinians have Europe to 
thank for the creation of this sham- 
bling do-gooder before whom we 
have bowed and scraped as lesser 
powers, grateful for US intervention 
in the last war, while every good that 
came of this evil has been upset by 
high-handed intervention, from Viet- 
nam to Grenada, from Chile to 
Libya and Iraq-Iran. That the Israelis 


have Europe to thank for the Holo- 
caust no longer excuses Europe’s 
fawning conduct towards a country 
whose foreign policy is a danger to 
world peace. 

Secondly, Netanyahu dearly be- 
lieves that his mandate to serve the 
Israeli electorate is incommensu r 
table with that given to Rabin, 
whose agreement to make peace 1 
-with the Palestinians he therefore 
abrogates in the name of all Israeli 
citizens. So long as this intransigent 
US salesman stays in power, he and 
all Israelis come close to complici- 
ty in the murderous act of Yigal 
Amir, without which Jerusalem 
might now have been on the way to 
exemplifying the dreams which 
Jews, Muslims and Christians 
throughout centuries have pinned 
on it. 

DAVID KUHKT 
London NS 

Safer trains 

Sir you report (30 April) the find- 
ing; of the Health and Safety Exec- 
utive inquiry in to the railway 
accident at Watford. It would not 
have happened if a system of auto- 
matic train protection (ATP) had 
been in use. The same day saw a 
near-miss of two commuter trains 
outside London Cannon Street - 
which also would not have occurred 
if ATP had been in use. 

Tune and again we are told by 
those in charge of our railways that 
the ATP system that they have in 
mind is far too costly, requiring ex- 
pensive computer equipment in 
eveiy driving cab and at every signal. 
But the London Underground has 
a system of ATP which does not use 
computers - it uses the simplest of 
Edwardian technology - and it has 
worked veiy successfully for about 
ninety yearn. Why can’t they use that? 
Dr ARTHUR TARRANT 
Twickenham, Middlesex 


‘Understanding* Bell 

Sin Quoting a couplet from Ben Jon- 
5on, Gitta Sereny writes in Cries Un- 
heard (reviewed by Boyd Tbnkin, 5 
May), “Pray thee take care, that midst 
my book in hand/ Tb reade it well: 
that is to understand.” 

Clearly, any understanding de- 
rived from the story of Mary Be IL re- 
counted in file public arena in all its 
appalling detail, should help us to 
make some sense of the crimes in- 
volved. However, we do not an 
reach the same conclusions in terms 
of the understanding we have gained. 

In spite ofSereafs warning, the var- 
ied responses “to the publication of 
her book graphically demonstrate 
this, 

There is the assumption that un- 
derstanding a particular form of 
behaviour is the same as explaining 
it and ultimately preventing it How-^ 
ever, explanations of such aberrant 
behaviour are a different category of 
insight and can only be based on 
knowledge about causation. No 
amount of understanding can be a 
substitute for this. Rather than pro- 
viding explanations, the preoccupa- 
tion with understanding such crimes 
often is little more than voyeurism. 
Dr E MORAN 
Consultant Psychiatrist 
London NJ 4 

Legal fat cat? 

Sir Is the Lord Chancellor, in pur- 
suance of his commendable objec- 
tive for freedom of information, 
prepared to disclose the fees he re- 
ceived in his last year of practice at 
the Bar? 

OLIVER MTSHCON 
Temple, 

London EC4 

Sex or football 

Sin The solution to the tricky choice 
between sex with a dream woman 
and 'watching the World Cup on tele- 
vision (leading article, 5 May, letter, 

6 May) is simple: set the video to 

record the footbafl match, before en- 
joying the night of passion. 

SIMON WEBSTER 
Brentford, Middlesex 


Love, war and lost pyjamas — at last, the romantic novel everyone has been waiting for 


4 



MILES 

KINGTON 


EVERYONE knows chat men like read- 
ing action-packed war stories. Everyone 
knows that women prefer emotion-packed 
love stories. But not everyone knows that 
a publisher exists who caters for both tastes 
simultaneously and has pioneered the in- 
vention of war love stories. 

Yes, Mills <& Bang was created solely 
to bring you military romance, in other 
words blushful war sagas which combine 
killing and kissing, hand-holding and 
hand-to-hand corobai in the same pulse- 
racing works of fiction! 

• Here are some new titles which Mills 
and Bang are proud to present for your 
summer reading... 

CLOUD CUCKOO COURT-MARTIAL 
by Daphne SnmtnersoD 
“MAJOR Rodney Strang is a modern 
hero”, said lieutenant Jenny Win tie at her 
court-martiaL “He tsa peerless soldier! He 
. is a man it is bard not to love! Z can say 
this, because I love him. as a soldier! Not 


sexually, not physically - I love him on 
strictly military grounds! How can anyone 
say this is wrong?” 

There is not a dry eye in the court as the 
beautiful raven-haired girl in uniform un- 
folds her tale of passion and explains why 
she was found in the bed of her commanding 
officer, even though he was not there at the 
time. Can she win them round to acquit- 
tal? Or wffl Mrs Rodney Strang gel than 
to see things rather differently? A taut tale 
of tangled passions, desperate devotion to 
duty and a vital missing pair of pyjamas. 

HEARTS ARE BID 
by Rosie Coypu 
“MIGHT I have a word, str?” 

“Cany oa. sergeant," said Major Knowles. 

“It’s about lhat native woman you’re in- 
terrogating," said the sergeant. 

“ExceDcni source of local information," 
said Knowles. “I'm glad we got hold of her. 
Invaluable. Why?" 

“WelL” said the sergeant, “there's be- 


ginning to be talk among the ranks. You've 
been interrogating her for over three 
inonlh5 now. That’s a long time." 

“Good heavens! What are you trying 
to suggest?" 

Knowles knew perfectly well what the 
sergeant was suggesting. But was he man 
enough to admit it? A story that follows 
the twists and turns of the human heart, 
and also examines some of the problems 
of foraging in semi-tropical scrubland. 
SAX AND VIOLENCE 
by Amanda Featberiy 
A SEOUEL to the popular Sex and Vio- 
fins, this pursues the further career of band- 
master Robert “Big Baton" Baisiow, as be 
seeks to lick the regimental band into 
shape. The band is now mixed, and Robert 
makes two interesting discoveries: one, that 
women musicians tend to march at a dif- 
ferent speed to men players, and two. that 
trombonist Nellie Camforih marches in a 
much more alluring way than either. 


SOMME DAY SWEETHEART 

by Neste Wfnferton 

WHY has Liza come to the old Great 
War battlefields of northern fiance? Not 
because of family connections, but be- 
cause she is drawn there by the magic of 
Sebastian Faulks's powerful novel, Bird- 
song. and even more by Sebastian 
Faulks's glamorous Greek profile. Stand- 
ing on the edge of a French field, once 
battered by Boche bombardment, she 
hears a voice behind her “You’re Eng- 
lish, aren’t you?" Her heart jumps. No, 
it’s not Faulks, but a TV researcher called 
Ken who has come to explore the pos- 
sibility of turning Birdsong into television 
drama. Stick with Ken, her heart tells her, 
and one day it will lead to the long-await- 
ed meeting with Faulks. 

FIRM FRIENDS 
by Gail Hardwick 

“ITS A GREAT mistake ever having let 
women in the Navy " said Captain Green- 


haugh to Petty Officer Tim “Kim” Whit- 
low. “Fluttering of eyelashes, turn of a pret- 
ty ankle - things like that get out of all 
proportion to the average man when he’s 
out at sea." 

“It isn’t eyelashes and ankles that the 
average man is after," said Petty Officer 
Tim “Kim” Whitlow. “Not that I have 
considered you an average man, 

■fo his amazement. Whitlow put his 
hand gently on the captain’s wrist. Tb his 
even greater amazement, the captain 
quite liked it. * 

“Tim...” 

“Call me Kim, sir.. 

In the ensuing months, Captam Greeu- 
naugh was to find out a great deal about 
rnmself he didn’t know, a great deal 
about navigation he should have known 
already, and exactly why Whitlow was 

to the crew as Pretty Officer 
Whitlow. 
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A new civic duty - giving a 
sample of DNA to the fuzz 



DAVID 

aaronovitch 

ON THE CLAIMS 
OF CITIZENSHIP 


°^. N ' G ’ IT “ August 1992 a fifteen year 
old gni, Helen Gome, was attacked and kflled 
m the pounds of a community centre in the 
Hampshire village of Horndean. I remember 
the re-enactment from an edition of Crime- 
watch when, after several months, her killer 
had stiU not been found. And I also recall 
thinking then, that to lose a daughter or a sis- 
ter in this way must be dreadful enough, but 
for no one to be brought to account for it must 
be unbearable. Then, over the last two days, 
two men in their late twenties have been ar- 
rested in connection with the six year old 
crime, as a result - police have said - of ‘'de- 
velopments in DNA testing". At the time of 
writing they have not been charged. 

Yesterday's meeting between Home Of- 
fice ministers and Peter Gammon, president 
of the Police Superintendent’s Association, 
to discuss the latter’s call for the establish- 
ment of a national DNA database was com- 
pletely coincidental. Almost any week bring? 
a crop of DNA stories, as the wonder tech- 
nology sorts out some old mystery, or b rings 
some vicious criminal to book. And Super- 
intendent Gammon (what a reassuring name 
for a top cop. Is there, by any chance, a side- 
kick called Sergeant Spinnidge?) was not de- 
manding immediate compulsory testing for 
all citizens just yet, but merely asking fo»r we 
now discuss voluntary testing. So that’s all 
right. 

Or maybe it’s not. The trouble for civil lib- 
ertarians is that the police are - quite un- 
derstandably - always after some new thing 
that would enhance their own powers and, by 
implication, reduce ours. They’ve just gotta 
have new sprays, longer batons and greater 
freedom to kick down the doors of malefac- 
tors. Who wants national identity cards? Why, 
they do. Who wants to get tbeir hands on our 
DNA? They do. 

Thus the unwillingness of the civil rights 
organisation Liberty to digest even the small- 
est piece of Gammon. ‘.This proposal," they 
thundered (in the nicest possible way), “rep- 
resents part of a drift towards policing by co- 
ercion and away from our long tradition of 
polking by consent A proposal like this is un- 
balanced, misguided and wrong." 

And for why? Argument one is the clas- 
sic “thin end of the wedge" A voluntary 
scheme could not work. Liberty says, because 
not enough people would take part. Its exis- 
tence and failure would therefore be likely 
to create pressure for a compulsory one. We 
would end up being prosecuted for failing to 
give the local bobby an on-the-spot DNA 
sample. 


Secondly, because - compulsory or vol- 
untary - the use of such a database some- 
how implicates thousands of innocent 
people in a crime, simply because of their 
physical proximity to its occurrence. Though 
there is nothing to connect us to any wrong- 
doing, our most vital statistics will be giv- 
en the once-over by eager policepersons, just 
in case. This is held to invert the natural law 
of investigation, where you are given the 
once-over because there is some reason to 
suspect you. 

liberty might have added two more ob- 
jections: the risk of “planted" evidence, and 
the limitations of DNA testing m settling com- 
plex issues of detection. An gr*mpfr» 0 f the 
latter occurred at the weekend, when a skull 
— discovered in 1972 under some Rp-^in ni- 
ins - was proved to be that of Hitler’s charm- 
less deputy, Martin Bormann. This proof was 
supposed to put to rest persistent (if tedious) 
rumours of the horrible man’s survival after 
the war. 

But no. Conspira cists merely incorporat- 
ed the new finding into their existin g theo- 
ry, which was that Bormann was spirited out 
of Germany alive in 1945, that his signature 
was used to get at Hitler's private Swiss b ank 
account, and that the odious little man then 
Spent ten years in Reigaie (he deserved at least 
thirty), before being allowed to go to 
Paraguay, where he eventually died. So now 
they believe that his skull was later dug up, 
brought bade and “planted” in Berlin by some 
intelligence johnnies, so as to cover their nasty 
tracks. Case not closed. 

Well, what do we think of these reasons? 
Myself, I don’t buy the thin edge stuff. 
Whereas I can quite easQy see why a national 
voluntary ID card would soon effectively be- 
come compulsory - as more and more com- 
panies and agencies required its use for their 
own purposes - the same can hardly be true 
of DNA tests. There just aren’t that many sit- 
uations where a DNA profile is particularly 
useful; you can even get into the Canary Wharf 
Tbwer without one. So, if and when Mr Gam- 
mon’s successors argue for a statutory scheme, 
then that’s the time to raise the standard and 
fight. 

Which brings me to my second problem 
with the libertarian argument It may be a fail- 
ure of imagination on my part but why should 
it bother me being automatically screened for 
crimes that have taken place in my neigh- 
bourhood? Were a terrible murder to be com- 
mitted down the road, and the police were 
to ask for local men to be tested, I would, of 
course, volunteer at once. Wouldn’t you? AD 
a database would do is to circumvent a whole 
lot of pleading by the local fuzz, and save a 
lot of time. And, sure, there is the danger of 
forensic fraud, but the scope for that is sure- 
ly no greater than it is now, under the air- 
rent arrangements. Oh, and there!! always be 
conspicacisls. 

Tb me it’s a bit like other aspects of citi- 
zenship. There are, of course, those who want 
not to vote, not to attend school concerts, not 
to buy the Big Issue, not to daim social se- 
curity - who value their not-ness above 
everything. That is their right, and I don’t lave 
an argument with them. But, for most of ns, 
it isn’t like that We willingly cany donor cards, 
give blood and run tombola stalls. And if we 
could, in anyway, spare families like that of 
Helen Gome as mud) as one more day's suf- 
fering, then we would. And think that foe mi- 
nuscule risk to our own freedoms was well 
worth taking. 


Everyone’s nightmare: when Tony Blair 
and friends drop by for a photo-op 


JOHN 

WALSH 



E ver wondered what goes 
on behind the scenes at 
a Prime Ministerial 
photo-opportunity? Andrew 
and AUsoa Brownlee used to 
wonder; now they know for 
sure. They run Callool Callay!, 
a cafe-and-cr&cfae facility de- 
signed to raise foe spirits of 
sbagged-out parents in Altrin- 
cham, Cheshire - and, appar- 
ently, foe morale of drooping 
heads of state in Downing 
Street For ft was to their cafe 
that Tony and Cberie Blair 
made their way last week. It was 
a one-hour visit that hit foe 
Brownlees like an Oklahoma 
twister. 

“One of die local coundDors 
visited the cafe and presumably 
liked it because she came back 
with lots of New Labour men 
in black suits to check us out” 
said Andrew. Operation Jab- 
berwocky was on. The suits 
warned the Brownlees not to 
tel! anyone about foe presi- 
dential visit on pain of losing 
foe gig to some other Cheshire 
eaterie. They also decided to 
dose foe cafe to the public, ”... 
and two hours before the Blairs 
were due, the place was full of 
spin doctors with mobile 
phones, telling me where to 
move the furniture.” Mr 
Brownlee, a vision of propri- 
etorial efficiency in his new 
lime-green shirt was instruct- 
ed to hump tables, chairs and 
even the painted tree on which 
foe management hang chil- 
dren’s toys. Put that there. 
Move that over here. “They 
seemed to be battling with 
each other to establish who was 
in charge,” said foe put- upon 
Andrew. “It was like foe scene 
in Alice in Wonderland, where 
foe soldiers paint foe palace 
roses red before the Queen 
arrives." 

Shortly before foe Blairs got 
there, someone mislaid foe 
key to foe staff locker. The se- 
curity police whinnied like 
thoroughbreds. It was like foe 





Tea for one: how many spin doctors does it take to cater for a PM? 


Louvre just after they discov- 
ered the Corot was missing. 
“Did they think we’d been 
stockpiling kalashnikovs in 
there?" wondered Alison. She 
and her husband had spent the 
monring cleaning foe cafe from 
top to bottom, and had finally 
thrown foe last bits of junk into 
the cupboard under foe stains 
which doubles as the manager’s 
office. 

The children grew tired of 
waiting. “So where is he then.” 
demanded Imogen, three, ‘This 
Prime Mister?" Right on cue. 
the Blairs walked in, at the cen- 
tre of a mobile phalanx of 
suits, a hydra-beaded, twenty- 
legged triffid. Blair looked 
around foe spotless room. Was 
there a place he could go to be 
briefed and miked up? How 
about that room over there? Tb 
Alison’s horror, be disap- 
peared into the junk-crammed 
cupboard, to be groomed and 
primped amid foe debris of toys 
and cutlery. 

A battered PM reappeared. 
“Hi," he said. “Any chance of 
a cup of tea?" It was the cue 
for an explosion of activity. A 
dozen New Labour men scram- 
bled for foe bar. When even 
went behind the bar to help boil 
the water. Mr Blair's modest re- 
quest was repeated several 
times at increasing volume, 
like clerks of foe court sum- 
moning witnesses. At least one 
man urgently confided the 
words, “PM has ordered one 


teoT into his Nokia 500. The be- 
mused bar man surveyed foe 
supplicating hands. “Right 
then," be said, “I make that 
eleven teas so far ...’'No, they 
corrected him. Just the one. 

The Blaus were there be- 
cause the cafe is a nice, bright 
family place in a nice, busy mar- 
ket street in Altrincham where 
foe nice local Trafford council 
is a former Conservative 
stronghold that went staunch- 
ly Labour a while back, and 
thus represents, by syoeeb- 
doebe, foe whole nation a year 
ago. A pity nobody seemed to 
notice that the town itself - the 
constituency of Altrincham 
and Sale West - has a Conser- 
vative MR Graham Brady, and 
is one of few places that didn’t 
swing to Labour at foe last elec- 
tion. But foe event passed off 
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Bill Clinton could look to the UK for a human rights lesson 


Rupert Cornwell 

celebrates the first 
; birthday of Robin 
Cook’s ethical 
foreign policy 

NEXT WEEK marks an an- 
niversary. Labour’s “ethical 
foreign policy" will be exactly 
a y ear old, and worth a small 
: celebration. For this particular 
concept of advancing human 
rights has not, as widely pre- 
dicted, collapsed in a heap of 
hypocrisy or fatuity. Indeed, it’s 

not looking bad at aD - certtinly 

in comparison with the perfor- 
mance on foe other side of the 
Atlantic. 


Thke China, admittedly al- 
ways a tricky case. A policy of 
substituting public hectoring 
with private pressure is one 
thing. But quite another is 
President Clinton’s agreement 
that foe welcome ceremony 
for bis visit to China next 
month should be held in 
Tiananmen Square. Will he 
use his words at foe place 
whose name is shorthand for 
Chin a’s view of human rights, 
to remind his hosts of foeir fail- 
ings? Will there be even a small 
note of disapproval over Chi- 
na's behaviour in Tibet, the add 
test of its human rights per- 
formance? Don’t bold your 
breath - at least if the Wash- 
ington Post ’s account of a White 
House visit fay Wei Jingsheng, 
foe Chinese dissident, is any- 
thing togob y. 


The President was holding 
forth about the importance of 
human rights, when his 
thoughts were rudely inter- 
rupted by foe arrival of Sandy 
Berger, his national security act 
viser, who reminded him of bil- 
lions of dollars of outstanding 
US contracts with Peking; At 
which point Mr Clinton deliv- 
ered a dollop of trademark 
fudge to Mi Wet u 'We are con- 
cerned about trade, but we are 
much more concerned about 
human rights." It sounds fine, 
but foe subtext is dear. The 
business of America remains 
business. 

Or take another bellwether 
human rights issue, the pro- 
posed permanent Internation- 
al C riminal Court, under foe 
auspices of the UN. The ex- 
pected creation of a sndi a court 


later this year could be a mile- 
stone in the struggle for human 
rights - but foe key word is 
“could". For everything de- 
pends on foe power vested in 
the body, and foe US is insist- 
ing on the right to veto indi- 
vidual cases, on the grounds that 
American peacekeepers might 
otherwise be subject to frivolous 
prosecution. But a US veto 
would mean a veto for all Se- 
curity Council members - cer- 
tainly for its five permanent 
members. And could anyone 
imagine, say, China permitting 
a trial of its one-time protege 
Pol Pot? If foe US has its way, 

some crimes against h umani ty 

will simply slip through foe net. 

Mudr scepticism has been 
voiced over the “ethical foreign 
policy”, and many holes picked 
in it, notably foe allegedly 


over-gentle treatment of foe 
likes of Saudi Arabia and In- 
donesia. But the language is 
right, and foe project, more or 
less, is holding. A year on. hu- 
man rights organisations still 
give Robin Cook the benefit of 
the doubt. “Yes, we’d like to 
see more contracts actually 
cancelled, and development 
aid programmes more closely 
tied to human rights," is foe re- 
action, “but don’t write foe 
whole thing off. Behind foe 
scenes there’s some very in- 
teresting stuff going on.” Not 
least interesting is Britain’s 
belief - at direct odds with foe 
US - that the international 
criminal court, not govern- 
ments, should decide which 
cases to bring, to ensure its in- 
dependence. 

Britain too appears to see 


more dearly the chance offered 
by the Asian financial crisis, 
which has borne hardest on 
some of foe countries most re- 
sistant to reason on human 
rights. In Indonesia this week, 
Gordon Brown sounded exactly 
the right note, arguing that 
“eveiy economic reform pro- 
gramme must have a social el- 
ement ... in foe context of 
respect for individual (read 
‘human’.) rights.” In other 
words, that foe International 
Monetaiy Fund, whose support 
is vital for foe economic re- 
covery of these countries, could 
be a crucial force not merely for 
financial reform and open mar- 
kets, but explicitly for human 
rights as well. If that argument 
cocld be impressed upon Wash- 
ington and others, that would 
be a coup indeed. 
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Missing ring 

The evidence is monnting: Robin 
Cook is not a New Man- Since his 
Tbxtbridge Wells registry offi ce we d- 
ding to Geynw; foe Foreign Secretaiy 
has conspicuously not been seen 
■rearing a wedding band. 

Tongue-twister 

How do you pronounce “Wnn 
the name of the Dutch- 
man who, after a diplomatic brawl this 
weekend, was appointed head of foe 
European Central Bank? Yesterday 
Tony Blair tried two different apr 
Broaches. Fust, it was “Doo-zen- 
berg\ then it became “Dpy-zeifoerg". 

MP^ William Cash has been calling the 
distinguished banker “Dwee-zen- 
berg”. Now Pandora has contacted a 


PANDORA 


friend in the land of Gouda and wood- 
en shoes for the absolutely definitive 
rendition. Sony, Tbny and KD, but you 
weren’t even close. It’s “Dow-zen- 
bairic". 

Joke abuse 

Wanted; a new joke writer for David 
Bhznkett. The Secretary of State for 
Education has a lively sense of hu- 
mour; often joking at Ins own expense. 
Yesterday; for example, speaking to a 
group of pre-school educators at 
London’s Mermaid Theatre, be told 
a story about visiting a nursery 


school and having to sit down on a tiny 
chair. Tinning on his warmest pa- 
ternal charm, be put his arm around 
one child and asked her age. “TWen- 
ty-fom;" was the answer That was 
ftnm& Dave, foe first six times they 
heard it- But foe pre-school circuit 
is a tough one so you’d better find a 
new joke. 

First comic 

Why do some American presidents 
and foeir wives shine so much more 
brightly once they’ve left foe White 
House? Remember the awkward 
preppy President George Bush and 
his dowdy First Lady Barbara? On 
Monday, Mis Bush revealed a new 
stand-up comic side to her person- 
ality. “How come nobody thought I 
ever had an affair with anyone?" she 


asked an audience in New York. 
“When George was President, a lot 
of people thought I looked like his 
mother - or George %shington." 



Pandora wonders if Hilary Clinton 
will start cracking self-deprecatory 
jokes once she leaves Washington. 
Surety she’s got all the material she 
needs. 


happily, the cafe was on a 
dozen front pages next day, and 
life returned to normal Rather 
qnickly, as a matter of fact As 
foe PM departed with press 
pack, photographers, spin doc- 
tors and autograph hunters in 
tow, and the proprietors sur- 
veyed foe silent suddenly-de- 
serted cafe, a customer walked 
in. 

“Is there anything going on 
here?” he asked. Andrew 
looked at his expectant face - 
the face of an ordinary man. 
wondering if he too could be 
touched, just briefly, by the 
Hand of History - and said. 
“Sorry. The Prime Minister’s 
just left." “No", said the cus- 
tomer, “I mean, are you serv- 
ing lunch yet?" 

I t’s the final game of the 
football season on Saturday 
and I'm concerned about 
the Curse of the Credit Se- 
quence on BBC’s Match of the 
Day. Every Saturday night, the 
programme slarts with a suc- 
cession of images featuring 
the finest feet in the kingdom 
doing their stuff. But almost all 
the footballers pictured have 
been rabbit-punched by Fate at 
some point in foe season: Roy 
Keane of Manchester United 
was injured last September 
and hasn't played since; Rob- 
bie Fowler, the Liverpool strik- 
er, hurt his leg in March and 
won't be in the English World 
Cup team, any more than will 


Les Ferdinand of Spurs; 
Chelsea's Franco Zola is in- 
jured and will probably not 
make the Italian world squad; 
and Alan Shearer, while only 
an Act of God could keep him 
out of the England team, may 
yet be charged with bringing 
foe game into disrepute by 
kicking Net) Lennon of Leices- 
ter City in foe face a couple of 
weeks ago. Not quite a band of 
heroes, is it? The only one un- 
scathed by the A fOTD curse is 
David Seaman, the saintly Ar- 
senal and England goalkeeper 
- though his flirtation with 
Hugo Boss suits and dark glass- 
es last week made him look 
more like a retired Sicilian 
enforcer than the saviour of his 
nation. 

I t is with great reluctance 
that I reproduce this pic- 
ture of a naked woman in 
these hallowed pages. But, as 
the lady herself explains, 
there's nothing trashy or vulgar 
about it. It is Elizabeth 
Wurtzel, author of Prozac Na- 
tion, freelance polemicist and 
all-round Bit of a Handful, who 
appears undraped on foe cov- 
er (below left] of her new book 
Bitch in order to show (she 
says) “that women should have 
it both ways - they should be 
able to flaunt foeir sexuality 
and be taken seriously". Ms 
Wurtzel dearly longs to be 
taken as a more dinky version 
of Camille Paglia. Her book is 
subtitled “In Praise of Difficult 
Women” and complains about 
the treatment visited by patri- 
archal customs etc upon bad- 
ly-behaved dames from Delilah 
to Diana. 

In two weeks' time, you’ll 
see Ms Wurtzel spreadeagled 
across every organ in the UK, 
dilating upon power, sex, in- 
telligence and male hatred 
with all the fluency you expect 
from a Manhattan opportunist 
with a $500,000 advance. A 
shame then that the most ur- 
gent question being asked by 
her fellow New York intellec- 
tuals is: does she actually pos- 
sess nipples? The fact that 
they seem to have been air- 
brushed out of foe cover pic- 
ture (voices complain) doesn’t 
say much for her brave stand 
for sexual honesty. But the 
question is calculatedly reduc- 
tive. Some literary types arc 
treating Ms Wurtzei’s impas- 
sioned 424-page diatribe with 
disrespect. James Woolcot, foe 
acidulous Vanity Fair critic, 
when asked his opinion, said: 
“She should just have called it 
What I Think About Stuff. ... 
Not much chance of a follow- 
up, Bastard: In Praise of Hor- 
rible Men, I'm afraid. 
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Sainsbury 


Checking out the Sainsbury years 


Sainsbury shares against FTSElOO, rebased to 1/1 1/92 
(1992 _ l 1993 • , 1994 • 


swaps food 


for politics 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Editor 


THE CITY reacted with as- 
tonishment yesterday to the 
news that Lord Sainsbury of 
TurvQle is to retire from the 
Salisbury's supermarket busi- 
ness in September to pursue a 
career as a working peer. The 
decision will see the Salis- 
bury's family relinquish lead- 
ership of the business after 
almost 130 years. Dino Adriano 
will remain as chief executive 
while George Bull, head of the 
Diageo drinks group, has been 
appointed non-executive chair- 
man. 

Lord Sainsbury said he felt 
the ground had been well pre- 
pared for his departure after six 
years at the helm. He said he 
had been required to make the 
decision last OcLober as to 
whether or not he wanted to be 
a working peer and added that 
the Salisbury's family, which 
controls 40 per cent of the 
shares, would remain “com- 
mitted shareholders". 

However, Gty analysts said 
they were surprised by the 
timing. One said: "1 certainly 
had no idea this was on the 
horizon. You could look at the 
decision to promote Dino 
Adriano to chief executive a 
while back as trailing this but I 
had expected the move to be 
some years away.” 

Sainsbury’s shares dosed 
22Jp higher at 50Z5p as the 
market reacted positively to 
the news that the family is to 
take a back seat. Andrew 


Marsh, food retail analyst at 
Charterhouse TQney said: “The 
market has viewed the news as 
positive. For a long time there 
has been a perception that die 
family involvement has held 
back the company strategy. 
Now we could see a shift” 

Another said the changes 
could include less emphasis on 
America, where results have 
been poor. “It would be an 
opportunity to review the busi- 
ness and, if things do not im- 
prove there, 1 would not be 
surprised if they dedde to sell 
it” the analyst said. 

However, dive Vaughan at 
Verdict, the retail consultants, 
played down the significance of 
the change at the top. “1 don’t 
think it matters that much. 
Sainsbury’s is an enormous 
business and a public company. 
Having one or more Sains- 
burys on the board is just a relic 
of history. What is left is a very 
capable management team.” 

Lord Sainsbury has been 
under pressure for several years 
as the company lost ground to 
Tesco, was forced into a U-turn 
on loyalty cards and issued its 
first profits warning in 25 years 
as a public company. 

Lord Sainsbury expressed 
some sadness about the sever- 
ing of the family tie but said he 
was looking forward to his new 
role as 'chairman of the Uni- 
versity for Industry, a new 
Government initiative to help 
people who leave school with- 
out the prospect further edu- 
cation. “There is a sense of 
excitement at the prospect of 
something new.” He pointed 


lord Sainsbury 

Q Educated at Eton and! 




O Started at Sain&urYs ffi 1963 aged 23, i 


Easiness. 

aanHnf966. 


01973 -finance director than deputy chairman, took top jo9S»992 . 

A quiet sty man, he is known far a democratic and inclusive approach. 


Die Battle with Tesco ■ . ' ' 

O In 1992 Sainsbury was in the ascend art overTesco in rnartwafewt^ 




O Asda was on the brink of cottgise but had just appointed Archie Norman 
chief exBcuflve. 


O Life soon grew toughertor Salisbury's as Tesco-knocted Satosbwy’s 
off its perch as the UK's number one grocer and Asda con&med to 
gain ground. A*' 




Sainsfaury’s diversifies 

I Lord SainsDury accelerated n 


O Lord Sainsbur) 

food retailing. 


food retailing, v > f - r- ' 

O hi the 1980s StartwfKomebase OIY chain, bought rfnortty .. •. 
state ta Shaw's sL^ermartets in US. \ ; 

O lindar Lord Sainsfcofy the company aetpaed a 17 par cant 
.stake in Grant Fcibds of America - - . 

BoogMtto Ifecas Homecare cft^i from Ladtrote. 1 


O Opened stores in Northern Ireland and launched 
Salisbury's Bank. 


out the growth in the business, 
saying when he joined in 1963 
it had profits of £2m on sales of 
£79 hl At that time, the head 
office in Stamford Street on 
London's South Bank was also 
the distribution centre and a 
cheese shop. Now Sainsbury’s 
has profits of £728m on sales of 
£15.5bn- “lo have played a part 
in that growth has been tremen- 
dous," he said. 

Although he has often 
looked uncomfortable in the 
corporate spotlight he denied he 


had felt driven to join the family 
business by a sense of duty. 
"Yon have to be a bit wet not 
to take up the challenge. To 
have that kind of opportunity 
and to turn it down would seem 
rather odd." 

He continued: “I would not 
have done this if a good man- 
agement team had not been in 
place. What is important is that 
the value and standards of 
Sainsbury’s will continue.” 

He was speaking as Sains- 
bui/s reported a 12 per cent 


increase in pre-tax profits to 
£728m. LOce-for-like sales rose 
by 3.4 per cent iu the year and 
are up by 23 per cent in current 
trading. 

Sainsbury s said its market 
share increased from 12.7 per 
cent to 12.9 per cent in the year. 
However, it stiQ lags Tesco by 
some distance and its sales 
growth is far slower. 

The company announced 
plans to create 5,000 new jobs 
this year with 18 new stores 
Openings. These will indude 


Barclays’ new brand takes on 
Virgin and the supermarkets 


By Lea Paterson 
and Nic Ciccufci 


BARCLAYS yesterday at- 
tempted to throw off its tradi- 
tional banking i mage and faHde 
Richard Branson’s Virgin and 
the supermarket banks head-on 
with the launch of a new 


financial services company, 
called “b 2 ". 


The new venture is aimed at 
the 5.5 million UK savers who 
have traditionally shied away 
from the stock market. 

b^’s fust product the “Ad- 
vanced Savings Account” - is 
linked to the stock market, but 
guarantees customers will not 
lose their savings in the event 
of a market crash. 

But calculations show that 
the cost of the guarantee is so 
great that stock market growth 
of 45 per cent over three years 
would only deliver annual re- 
turns of about 8.2 per cent, 
barely better than some build- 
ing society investment bonds. 

Mark Bogard, managing di- 
rector of br, said: “Many 
people feel that they could 
make more of their money 
than in the building society. But 
they simply don't feel confident 
or comfortable enough to do 
anything about fob 2 will bridge 
the gap between savings and in- 
vesting for ordinary savers." 


Barclays said the brand b 2 
was an attempt to combine the 
concepts of safety and securi- 
ty traditionally associated with 
the Barclays brand with the 
“newness and innovation con- 
jured up by recent entrants". In 
recent months, the high street 
banks have bad to cope with an 
aggressive assault on their core 
saving markets from new en- 
trants such as Virgin and the 
supermarkets. 


draw their money at any time. 
The account is “PEF-aWe” and 
will evolve to fit the criteria of 
the government’s new Individ- 
ual Savings Account (ISA). 

Mr Taylor said the new com- 
pany “drew on the skills and 
strength from around the Bar- 
clays Group". Barclays Global 
Investors will manage b^s 
funds, and Barclays Capital 
will look after the equity de- 


The company said that any 
nilarity between b 2 and V2, 


nvatives operation. 

b 2 is aimed at an audience 


similarity between tr* and V2, 
the new Virgin record label was 
“entirely coincidental”. The 
bank added that neither itself 
nor Budge ns, the supermarket, 
were concerned by similarities 
between the brand names of 
their services. 

Last month, Budgens re- 
branded its 7-11 stores “h2” 

Martin Taylor, Barclays’ 
chief executive, said his com- 
pany was “trying to change the 

way people save". He added 
“this will be a very important 
market for us". 

City experts were more 
cynical about Barclays’ 1 latest 
move, saying it was "good PR” 
but not necessarily good for 
profitability. 

b^'s advanced saving ac- 
count requires a minimum in- 
vestment of £500, or £50 per 
month. Savers can take “pay- 
ment holidays” and may with- 


of self-perceived thrusting, 
modern, “can-do” customers 
who are bored by old-fash- 
ioned, fuddy-duddy investment 
talk. 

Yet shorn of its 30-some- 


The venture is 
aimed at savers 
who have shied 
away from the 
stock market 


thing radical chic, the clever im- 
agery, the daring typography 
and trendy logo, the new Ad- 
vanced Savings Account (ASA) 
is an old idea with a few fresh 
bells and whistles. 


It is a guaranteed stock mar- 
ket investment product invest-, 
mg in the FT-SE 100 share 
index. The company is targeting 
former building society savers 
who want the same ease of ac- 
cess coupled with a level of se- 
curity, but with minimum risks. 

The amount savers get back 
at the end of either a three, five 
or seven-year investment 
period in the ASA is guaran- 
teed, even if share prices falL 
If the stock market rises, savers 
gain most of that upside, in- 
cluding dividend income. De- 
rivatives are used to underpin 
this guarantee. 

Investors seduced by the 
seemingly limitless opportuni- 
ties of equity market growth 
should also remember that any 
potential upside is limited to 
about 86 per cent of their in- 
vestment The rest of their 
money is used to pay for the 
guarantees that protect them 
against any downside. Over 
shorter periods, stock markets 
have delivered worse returns 
than building societies. 

In this, as in many other re- 
spects, the ASA is similar to 
most other guaranteed invest- 
ment products. But there are a 
number of differences, includ- 
ing easier access to funds and 
the possibility of payment hol- 
idays without penalty. 
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Merger by Scholl 
gives chairman 
a fourth fortune 


By Andrew Yates 


SCHOLL, the company famous 
for producing anything from 
wooden sandals to com plasters 
designed to soothe weary feet, 
yesterday announced a £69 lm 
merger with Seton Healthcare, 
Britain's largest supplier of 
continence treatments. 

It also emerged that Stuart 
Wallis, Scholl non-executive 
chairman, is to make bis fourth 
fortune in three yearn He stands 
to receive £lm from Scholl af- 
ter the merger is completed as 
part of an incentive plan. The 
deal caps a busy few months for 
Mr Willis. He was instrumental 
in floating LLP, publisher of 
Lloyd's List, and has shares 
worth more than £2m in the 
group. He also made a substan- 
tial sum this year for his role of 
selling Sheffield Forgemasters, 
the engineering group which 
was embroiled in the Iraqi su- 
pergun scandal. Ms recent gains 
come on top of the £2Jtn he is 
said to have made when Fisons, 
the drugs group, was bought by 
Rhone Poulenc in 199S. 

Mr Wallis will retain his 
£10Q,000-a-year position at the 
merged healthcare group. 
Scholl's other directors also 


stand to make hundreds of 
thousands of pounds from share 
options to be crystallised on 
completion of the deal. 

The merger will lead to up 
to 280 job losses and the closure 
of Scholl’s head office in Luton, 
saving millkjns of pounds for the . 
combined group. 

Seton produces products ■ 
such as Deep Heat, Wood- 
ward’s gripe water, Meltis 
cough mixtures, head lice treat- 1 
meats and bandages. The fast- I 
expanding group has recently | 
bought Resolve, the hangover 
cure, and ThackrayCare, UK 
market leader in urinary bags. 

Seton, with roost of its busi- 
ness in the UK, plans to use 
Scholl's international network 
to expand overseas. The com- 
bined group, to be called Seton 
Scholl Healthcare is likely to 
look for further acquisitions 
and could have another £150m 
at its disposal, ft will be the thud 
largest supplier of over the 
counter products to pharmacies 
in the UK. Shares in Seton rose 
68 .5p to 448-5p and those in 
Scholl jumped 45p to 708.5p. 
Seton shareholders will own 
53.1 percent of the group with 
Scholl shareholders receiving 
63.88 new Seton shares for 
every 100 shares they hold. 


STOCK MARKETS 


INTEREST RATES 


CURRENCIES 


FTSElOO 



i r u » » 




Stent starting 


UK Id year gift US long bond 





Indices 

Mb 

FTSElOO 

FTSE250 


•Omjowr^-dc^-sp. Money Market Rases 
M BwtHBh Hwfcbn YMtffS} Mat W IffdH 1 



Fiji 5 sna re 2817.53 


FTSEHaMlng 143090 
FTSEA1M 1090-20- 
FTSE EURO 100 1TO372 



faricet Rases Bond Yields 

» MM Iff da 1 Mr 1g do II jar IwcW Lamb— t 
7.46 0-69 741 041 j 5.62 -1.30 5.76 

5-70 -0.12 5.91 -0.38 5.67 -1.09 -5.94 

0£1 0.04 0.64 -0.18 T.B - 0,93 2 . 25 


DM/E 






rm 




• 

7 r 

H T ■ 


US 5-70 -0.12n5.81 -0.38 | 5.67 -1.09 -5.94 

Jaoan 0-61 0.04 0.S4 -0.18 1 T.B -0,9S~ ~Z25 

terror 3.65 0.46 | 3.39 0J3 I 498 -OJT 554 

182.10 Z.99 MAIN PRICE CHANGES 

RiMS Mate □*» rn Fans mh m 


piT 




Mate n»W *Ba» Falk now MW 

383-40 63-55 STgg 460.00 -Z4.oa~ 

965.00 66,00 7.34 MornnW 016638 58,75 -3-0Q 

475.00 2900 6.50 ASSOC Bfl fact? 550.00 -28.00 

225.00 13.50 6 38 CWsttes Inti 284.00 -12 

521.00 31.00 658 toteferGRP 742J0 -29 


Strung 0.6015 -o.ogp nsiin 

2-8196 D-Marfc 1 .7653 „ V72l2 

vai_ . 1 32.73 +w a TS3a 

* index 10936 +S66 imSo 

O THER I NDICATORS 

— “E* 1 "*■ **•“ O. Mfc. 

KTOt-QH SI 13.30 _ -0.14 17 J7 Vft.tiQ SB 1114R TJ 

j » W 29915 - 2.70 34045 M ifiQ.BO 3.50 155.38 Sfe 

B.Ofl -0.1S 4.75 BasaRateS 7.25 {Tz§ 


Shares soar on prospect of $80bh deal 


o . 

p** 11 


Chrysler in 
merger talks 


By Michael Harrison in London 
David Usborne in New York 
and Imre Karacs in Bonn 


three new smaSer-foiznat stores 
under the name Sainsbui/s 
Local. The first of these 
branches, which follow the suc- 
cess of Tesco Metro, wflf open 
on the Fulham Palace Road in 
London later this year. * 
Homebase, the DIY chain, 
saw operating profits triple 
though the kitchens business 
lost £5m in the year. In the 
United States, profits were hit 
by the impact of a strike and 
losses in Connecticut 
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DAIMLER-BENZ and Ouysler 
set foe automotive industry alight 
yesterday after confirming they 
were in m er ge r talks to create the 
world’s fifth largest car pro- 
ducer with sales of $130bn 
(£78bn) and a market capitali- 
sation of JSObn. 

A combination of Daimler, 
Germany's second biggest car 
group, and Chrysler, number 
three in the US, would bring to- 
gether marques such as the 
Mercedes S- Class, the Jeep 
and Dodge Viper sports car and 
would pose a serious competi- 
tive threat to BMW and Volks- 
wagen- 

The merged company would 
sell 3.9 million cars and light 
trucks a year and have auto- 
motive turnover of $114bn, 
putting it within reach, of the 
third and fourth biggest players, 
Toyota and Volkswagen. 

Die boards of the respective 
companies were meeting in 
Stuttgart and Detroit last night 
to discuss the merger after their 
shares soared earlier in the day 
on news of the potential deal. 

Both companies cautioned 
that no definitive agreement 
had yet been signed, nor was 
there any assurance that such a 
deal would be reached. 

If the talks succeed, Daimler, 
which is twice the size of Chrysler 
and also cnriisaeiOEpace, rail and 
electronics interests, would ac- 
quire the US cm maker through 
an exchange of Glares. The deal 
would value Chrysler at $35bn. 
compared with a market capi- 
talisation of $27bn before the 
announcement - 

Although essentially a Ger- 
man takeover, there were re- 
ports yesterday that Jurgen 
Schrempp, the Daimler chair- 
man, and Robert Eaton, the 
Chrsyler chairman, would be- 
come joint chief executives. 

Industry experts gave the 
proposed deal an overwhelming 
thumbs-up, pointing out the 
two companies had very tittle 
product or geographic over- 
lap. Garel Rhys, director of the 
Centre for Automotive Indus- 
try Research at Cardiff Uni- 
versity Business School, said: 
“This would be an alliance 
where the pluses easily outweigh 
the minuses. Mercedes has 
lagged behind its German rivals 
and this deal would allow it to 
leap Bob Beaman-style ahead 
of them.” 

Analysts said a combina- 
tion of Mercedes' top-of-the- 
range saloons with Chrysler's 
strength in 4x4, utility and pick- 
up vehicles could give it an edge 
over the tikes of BMW and en- 
able the two companies to lever 
off each other’s geographic 
strengths. Mercedes would get 
improved access to the US 
market, tire biggest in the world. 


Chrysler, which has little pres- 
ence in Europe after it pufled 
out of tire market 20 years ago, 
would be able to use Mercedes’ 
distribution channels to expand 
sales of its Jeep Grand Chero- 
kee and Voyager range. 

News of the negotiations 
boosted shares in Chrysler in 
early New York trading yester- 
day. The other two main car 
manufacturers in the US, Ford 
and General Motors, also saw 
their stocks, rise. At mid-morn- 
ing, Chrysler was up $5.75 to 
$47.25. C 

Daimler-Benz shares also 
soared oh the Frankfurt ex- 
change .by over 9 per cent, be- 
fore they settled at DM192.90, 
up 7.4 per cent. 

• 1 US analysts welcomed the 
prospect of a merger, in par- 
ticular as a means of boosting 
Chiysleris international pres- 
ence as well as its position m the 
US, where its market, share 
dipped last year to 16 per cent, 
behind General Motors and 
Ford. Its strength ties in utility 
and off-road vehicles with cars 
accounting for just a' third of 
production. 

“Tb some extent it is a hand- 
in-glove fit”, said analyst Scott 
Meriis of Meris Automotive In- 
ternational. “I would say it looks 
like a match made in heaven.” 

- . There was a mixed reaction 
from shotted Chrysler workers 
yesterday. Many expressedanx- 
ietyaboattbe company essentially 
faflinginto foreign hands anil tire 
prospect of . possible job cuts. 

Daimler, with 300,000 em- 
ployees and a turnover at 
DM124bn (£42bn), is Ger- 
many’s largest industrial con- 
glomerate with 70 per cent of 
its sal es from cars, trucks and 
buses: It is also aniember of the 
Eurofighter and Airbus jet con- 
sortia arid m ajrris toiins fhniigh 
foe Ad tranz joint venture with 
ABB. 

Last year, the group recorded 
a profit of DM43bn. Despite a 
series of reorganisations in which 
Mercedes-Benz lost its auto- 
nomy,the car-making divsion re- 
mains the group’s flagship and 
accounts for the lion’s share of 
group profits. 

Although Mercedes trades 
00 its upper-crust appeal, it has 
lately been expanding into the 
sub-compact market with the A- 
Class and its upcoming mini 
Smart car. 

The merger would complete 
a remarkable turn -around fora 
group that recorded an operat- 
ing loss of nearly DM6bn in 
1995. Jurgen Schrempp, chair- 
man of Daimler-Benz, made 
severe cuts in the company’s 
operation in 1996, ditching its in- 
vestment in the aircraft manu- 
facturer Fokker, among others. 

A restructuring programme 
has put paid to thousands of ( 
jobs. Some of the group’s divi- 
sions. notably the aeronautics 
arm Dasa, remain in the red. 
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Sainsbury is moving in the right direction 

. . would have sent shr 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE DECISION TO 
CUT FAMILY TIES, THE 
SMALL PRINT 
WITH BARCLAYS' NEW 
PRODUCT. AND 
THE LONG ROAD 
AHEAD FOR CHRYSLER 
AND DAIMLER-BENZ 


DAVID SAINSBURY is happy about it, 
George Bull the new chairman, is happy 
about it, Dino Adriano, the chief executive, 
is happy about it, and perhaps most impor- 
tant of a H, the Gly is happy about iL In the 
end "it hardly seems to matter whether Lord 
Sainsbury was persuaded to go or, as he in- 
sists, is going of bis own accord. Whatever 
the case, he never looted comfortable as head 
of the family dynasty. His style was a com- 
plete contrast to his famously autocratic 
unde, John Sainsbuiy, and il was always hard 
to avoid the impression that he was there 
more out of a sense of duty than ambition. 

That said, it ought to be added that David 
Sainsbury was never a no-hoper, third-gen- 
eration, chin! ess wonder of a manager. His 
reign has not been a conspicuous success, 
but Lben be was unlucky to step into the hot 
seat jurt as the company was many care com- 
ing seifously off the boiL In private moments, 
be would say that it was sometimes a bur- 
den having your name over the door. In his 
five and half years at the helm, Sainsbury’s 
has under-performed the market by quite 
a bit and been overtaken convincingly by its 
arch-rival Tesco. 

There were certainly mistakes. Lord 
Sainsbury dismiss ed loyalty cards as little 
more than “electronic Green Shield stamps” 


and then bod to launch his own when they 
proved a spectacular sucosss at Tesco. The 
company avoided urban mini-store s like 
Tesco Metres, saying they would not be prof- 
itable. Several years later it is testing its own 
smaller stores called Sainsbur/s Lo ra l. 

AD the same, Sainsbury's does now seem 

to have turned die comer and David Sains- 
buiy can take the credit for that. Had he left 
last autumn when he first cont emplat ed the 
move, the judgement of history wmld have 
been a harsh one. As it is, he seems to be 
i q«v mg i he shi p in relatively good order. His 
decision to sever the family link with man- 
agement is also undoubtedly the right one. 

Marta & Spencer and Tfcscofkmrished after 

their family ties were cut. With its strong 
brand name there is no reason why Salis- 
bury's cannot make it a hat trick. 

B squared equals 
nothing new 

SHOULD we call it B two, B to the power 

of two, or B squared? B two it is, but ap- 
parently the name has to be written in the 
logo as b 2 , since Budge ns has already 
rechristened as b2 its Seven Eleven chain 
of convenience stores. The fact that this 


should be more of a talking point than the 
product itself tells you all you need to know 
about it 

On the face of it, this looks like a rela- 
tively clever and attractive savings product 
for which there should be a quite consid- 
erable demand, but actually it’s not that at 
alL Certainly it won’t change the face of the 

British savings market, nor is it KkeJy to make 

any impact on Barclays' profits. There is al- 
ready a plethora of “guaranteed" products 
on the market The one doesn't look so dif- 
ferent from the rest of them. If anything, 
the likely returns are less generous. As for 
the marketing blurb that accompanied the 
launch, some of it is positively insulting for 
anyone who knows about these things. 

Take this. The press release tells us that 

the 4 millio n people in Britain with more 
than £1,000 in a restricted-access saving ac- 
count would have earntlQ times as much 
on their money last year by stiddng it in the 
stock market than by leaving it where it was. 
Well strike a light! We’d all be rich by now 
if we'd known the stock market was going 
to rise by as much as it has. 

It’s easy to mock, isn’t it, and despite the 
hype, Barclays may be tapping into a real 
demand here. This is similar to the demand 
that has swelled the American mutuals to 


such extraordinary lewetem 
thestowdawningreal^ooDtyJo^^ 
that since his money won’t Min muchmtfw 

wayof interest arvtongerheougWto^t 

it into the soaraway slock 

turns of 20 per cent per annum are now a 

dead cert, aren’t they? • 
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would have sent shivers down the spine in 
the Fatherland. But history has moved on 
since 1979 when Chrysler beat its igno- 
minious retreat from Europe, leaving the 
British government to pick up the pieces at 

^T^venty years on, Chrysler and Daimler- 
Benz mate rather a good fit The Ameri- 
cans nowadays make more light micks than 

care and their Jeep Grand Cherokees, 


headway during the lifetime of the product. 
Moreover, the risk of that happening 
scarcely justifies the relatively high man- 
agement and hedging costs of the account. 
In most cases, equity invertors would do 
better to slide their money in a traditional 
tracker fund. 

A good fit — if the 
deal goes through 

ONCE upon a time the idea of Mercedes 
parking up with the company that gave us 
the lemon known as the Thibet Sunbeam 


VoyaRua aim r — r 

out of place on the forecourt alongside the 
^^ ^^ Therewouldbenomes^bua- 

ups over whose models to ditch -the issue 

that killed off the Ford-Fiat merger. Nor, 
despite the understandable apprehension 
in Michigan, would there be any obvious 
casualties among tbe combined workforce. 

Rr the same reasons, there would be lim- 
ited opportunities for cost savings, making 

this more of a marketing merger than an 

industrial alliance. But, as both companies 
were keen to point out yesterday, no agree- 
ment h 3 s yet been signed and egos could 
still get in the way despite the bizarre idea 
of making Jurgen Schrempp and Robert 
Eaton co-chief execs. Both wfll be calculating 
the other won’t be around for long but both 
wiD be equally conscious they could be the 
loser. This is not yet a done deal. 


* Tough new 
regime for 
markets 


Hi., 


By Andrew Verity 

THE FINANCIAL Services 
Authority will have the power to 
levy unlimited fines cm insider 
dealers and anyone who engages 
in market abuse, the Govern- 
ment announced yesterday. 

In a complete revamp of the 
way regulation works, the FSA 
will be able to take civil action 
against anyone who abuses fi- 
nancial markets- not just those 
who are members of an official 
regulator. 

Anyone who engages "m share 

ramps, fake trades or attempts 
to comer the market will be qjen 
to civil action under a universal 
Code of Market Conduct. ... .. 

Wives of directors or even 
golfing partners could be fined 
under tbe code, which will spell 
out what is meant by unac- 
ceptable market behaviour. 

Until now, regulators have 

often been powerless to pursue 
suspected market abuse which 
stops short of insider trading. 
The new powers will allow the 
FSA to avoid the lengthy and 
often cumbersome process of 
going to the courts. 

Alistair Darling, chief sec- 
retary to the Treasury, sai± “It 


is essential that tbe financial 
markets are protected from 
abuse. Damage to the markets 
damages the economy as a 
whole. For the first time, the 
regulator will have a set of 
coherent and comprehensive 
civil powers in this area.” 

The City’s super-regulator 
will also have the power to pros- 
ecute insider dealers as criminals, 
a job usually reserved for the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
and tbe Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice. Money-launderers will also 
come within its scope. 

The new powers will form 
part of tbe Finan c ial Reg ulatio n 

Reform Bill, to come into force | 

in 1999. A draft version of the 
Bill will be published in -the j 
summer. 

Gly firms were reassured 
there will be an independent 
tribunal to consider appeals 
against FSA decisions. The tri- 
bunal will be part of the courts 
system, independent of the FSA. 

Howard Davies, chairman of 
the FSA, said the proposal to 

create a new civil regime was in 

response to concerns about the 
inadequacies of the current sys- 
tem. The FSA would shortly con- 
sult market participants on a 
draft code of market conduct 


DTI report prompts Fraud 
Office inquiry into Matbro 

THE SERIOUS Fraud Office is to investigate the Malto ro «*- 

sidiary of Belfast-based ItowerscreenlntemaiiooaLfoQomBgaDTr 

report on tadS^Sa 1- 

StatohStSl ^connection trith the Matbro irregularities. 

^M^SXrnpSSwith a£4Z4m profit th= prevousyear. 

AMP windfall beats estimates 
‘Single labour market unlikely’ 

PREDICTIONS that ttoeuro = 

and conditions through yesterday. Despite some “equal- 

according to a certainskOls, there willstiUbe 


formidable ^ analyst David snepnero 

Profits slide at BSkyB 


SUSSES"- - « per cent rise in turnover. 

US invests £7.6bn in Europe 

AMERICAN « m f? te ^^E^e™^^l^ wor,h 

in tbe European ^AcqitisitionsMortthfyv^ 

arin^taduded^the pending £4 Ji® takeover of Energy roup 

by Texas Utilities. 

Passenger load dips at 
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Scottish Power amasses £3bn war chest for US deal 


f! 


By Michael Harmon 


SCOTTISHPOWER, the energy, waler and 
telecoms multi-utility, yesterday set its 
sights on a big US acquisition, indicating 
that it had up to £3ba to spend on the right 
deal. 

The company, which pulled out of talks 
to acquire a Florida electricity producer two 
weeks ago, said it stHi had a shortlist of half 


a dozen US utilities that could provide it 
with a bridgehead into the deregulated 
Americas energy market 

lan Robinson, ScottishPower’s chief 
executive, maintained that its plans for a 
US acquisition were not a defensive move 
designed to ward off a takeover bid from 
one of the US utilities circling the British 
electricity industry. 

He also insisted foal ScottishPower 
was not under any pressure to make a big 


acquisition and said it would only do a deal 
if it created a significant return for 
shareholders. 

ScottishPower was prepared to pay 
around $5bn (£2.98bn) for Florida 
Progress, a vertically integrated electricity 
producer in noith-oast Florida with 1.3 
mQlioa customers. It would have raised 
flbn by selling off parts of Florida and 
funded the remaining £2bn with £13bs of 
debt and a £500m share issue to American 


investors. ScottishPower obtained a US 
listing last year. 

Mr Robinson said die deal was aban- 
doned after two mouths of due diligence 
and talks with Florida wfaea it became dear 
the acquisition would not deliver sufficient 
value for shareholders. 

ScottishPower believes it can extract the 
same level of efficiency savings from a US 
utility as it had achieved with its UK 
acquisitions, Manweb and Southern Wa- 


ter, where staff levels have been reduced 
by one-third. 

In tbe UK the group plans to press 

ahead wifo its nanlti-mility strategy, with the 

arm of ra pturing 15 per cent of the elec- 
tricity market by 2000, 12 per oent of the 
gas market and doubling its share of the 
Sco ttish telecoms market to 10 per cent. 

Since the opening up of the gas market, 
it has captured 320,000 domestic customers 
an d is in the Erst wave of electricity Uber- 


aiisation, withits Scottish and Manwebareas 
due to open to competition in September. 
Electricity exports from Scotland, mean- 


next century with the aanplctian'of the 

norfo-somh interconnector andanew link 
being constructed to Northern Ireland. 

Pre-rax profits last year rose.15 per cent 
to £640m, helped by a fiffl^yeaf contribution 
from Southern Water, where, savings of 
£120m have been achieved. 


Sterling 
slips as 
rate fear 
recedes 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


THE BANK of England’s Mon- 
etary Policy Committee is ex- 
pected to leave interest rates 
unchanged at the end of its two- 
day meeting today, with many 
analysts increasingly confident 
that there will be no further rises 
in the cost of borrowing. 

This view held sway on the 
foreign exchanges, where the 
pound fell again. It ended down 
almost a pfennig at DM2.933. 

There was some caution, 
however, as the MPCs meeting 
comes just ahead of next week’s 
quarterly Inflation Report. The 
Bank has been considering pub- 
lish^ two inflation forecasts, re- 
flecting the gap between hawks 
and doves an the committee over 
the risk of a sudden fall in the 
pound which could push inflation 
above its 25 per cent larger. 

The MPC vote was spilt 
four-four in March, with Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank 
of England, using his casting 
vote to leave rates unchanged 
Minutes of April’s meeting will 
be published next week, but ac- 
cording to unconfirmed reports 
one of the hawks, -Charles 
Goodbart, switched to make it 
a five-three vote for no change. 

A survey yesterday suggest- 
ing a slight slowdown in activ- 
ity in the service industries was 
seen as no threat to hopes that 
this month will also bring no 
move on rates, even though it 
showed that services were con- 
tinuing to expand very rapidly. 
The index from tbe Chartered 
Institute of Purchasing and 
Supply survey of purchasing 
managers fell to 59.1 in April 
from 603 the previous month. 

Peter Thomson, director gen- 
eral ofCTPS,said home demand 
was still very strong. “The ser- 
vice sector, with less exposure to 
the exchange rate and interna- 
tional competition, is enjoying 
the benefits of the UK market" 

The modest slowdown dur- 
ing the month was mainly due 
to slower growth in new busi- 


ness, down from 59.7 to 572 in 
ApriL Mainly due to the strong 
pound hitting overseas demand, 
this was the slowest expansion 
since October. 

However, demand remained 
at a high level, with more than 
one in four firms reporting an 
increase in new business. This 
was twice as many as reported 
a decrease. 

The pace of growth of em- 
ployment dropped lag month 
too, but this was due to skill 
shortages rather than redun- 
dancies, according to the survey. 
Skill shortages led to inflation- 
ary pressure on wages and 
salaries, especially for com- 
puter and IT companies. More 
than one in five companies said 
their average costs were on the 
increase, six times as many as 
reported a decline in costs. 

This took the costs compo- 
nent of the index up from 582 
to 58.9, its highest level for a 
year. One in 10 companies 
raised the prices they charged 
customers as a result of passing 
on higher costs. 

Optimism in the service sec- 
tor picked up last month after 
its recent dent from the strong 
pound and the Asian crisis. Al- 
most 60 per cent of the compa- 
nies surveyed expect their 
business to grow during the 
next 12 months. 

The survey confirmed the 
contrast between the health of 
services and home demand and 
the weakness of manufacturers 
dependent on exports. Stephen 
Hannah, chief economist at 
IBJ International, said: “We will 
see some weakness in the man- 
ufacturing sector filter through 
to services as the year pro- 
gresses, but it is a fairly slow- 
grinding process.” 

Some City economists re- 
mained concerned about rising 
wage costs, saying these might 
yet force the Bank of England 
into raising interest rates at 
some point. Ciaran Barr of 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
said: “I do not think this is the 
start of a major downturn in the 
service sector.” 




New vistas Preparations for the topping out of Citibank^ headquarters at Canary Wharf in London Docklands yesterday 


Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Pressure of competition 
puts heat on Whitbread 


Liffe may lose US 
trade to Germany 


SHARES in Whitbread, the 
brewing to leisure group, fell 
yesterday in the wake of a cau- 
tious trading statement, taking 
the shine off a 12 per cent rise 
in its full-year profits. 

In the year to the end of Feb- 
ruary, the group reported 
profits before tax and excep- 
tional Items of £354.8m, up 
from £3 163m. Brokers had 
forecast profits of between 
£348m and £360m. 

However, the group’s shares 
were off 2 per cent or 30p at 
l,060p, while shares in its rival 
Bass fell 34p to 1082p. 

Merrill Lynch analyst Philip 
Hawkins said: “We have put in 
a small downgrade for the first 
rime in several years, in the 
region of 1 to 2 per cent The 
period of upgrades for Whit- 
bread has come to an end for 
tbe time being. 


“It’s mainly because re- 
turns at the tail end of the es- 
tate are under pressure, which 
is dragging down the overall 
number. It shows things are 
very competitive, especially in 
London.” 

Whitbread shares have out- 
performed the brewing sector by 
some 20 per cent over five 
years. There are mounting con- 
cerns in the investment com- 
munity that the high levels of 
corporate expenditure on man- 
aged pubs has become harder 
to recover given the number of 
new and aggressive competitors 
coupled with tbe risk of a down- 
turn in consumer spending. 

Analysts estimate the in- 
dustry spent £800m to flbn last 
year on buying new sites or re- 
finbishing existing pubs. It is es- 
timated that more than half of 
this went into food pubs. 


The group plans to spend 
about £460m in the coming 
year, a similar amount to last 
year, with most of the invest- 
ment concentrated on the 
group's managed pub estate. 
Whitbread’s 1,700 managed 
pub estate includes Brewers 
Fayre and Hogshead. 

The company said it would 
continue to shed pubs and off- 
licences that underperformed at 
a similar rate over the coming 
year. It sold some 500 outlets to 
realise £144m in the year. 

All of the group’s divisions 
grew profits in the year. Beer 
improved trading profit 12 per 
cent to £44 .6m, although total 
sales were lower due to failing 
sales of cider, wine, spirits and 
flavoured alcoholic drinks. Its 1 
premium lager Stella Artois ; 
increased sales by 27 per cent. I 
Investment column, page 26 i 


By Lea Paterson 


TWO large US investment 
houses are considering shifting 
all euro interest rate derivatives 
trade - an area Liffe has tradi- 
tionally dominated - away from 
the London exchange to its 
German arcb-rivaL 

Both Salomon Smith Barney 
and Chase Manhattan said yes- 
terday there were benefits in 
trading on the Deutsche Ter- 
mmborse (DTB), which uses 
electronic trading. 

- Rob Standing, managing 
director of interest rate man- 
agement at Chase Manhattan in 
London, said the bank could 
switch all Euromaxk trading to 
DTB in 1999, and that it would 
be easier to conduct all the 
bank’s business with just one 
exchange. Simon Bowden of 


Salomon said it was “inefficient” 
to trade interest rates in an open 
outcry environment. 

Liffe has traditionally been 
firmly wedded to open outcry, 
although recently said it hoped 
to introduce a “state-of-the- 
art” electronic trading tystem by 
autumn next year. It has been 
engaged in a fierce battle for 
market share with the DIB, and 
has lost the bulk of the trade in 
the prestigious German bond 
(Bund) future to the German 
exchange. 

Yesterday's news suggests 
Life’s position in short-term in- 
terest rate (Stir) products, an 
area it has historically domi- 
nated, could be under threat 
Life's success in the Stir mar , 
ket is largely due to the com- 
plexity the products - current 
electronic trading platforms 
cannot replicate the trading of 


these products in the pit How- 
ever, Liffe traders said im- 
provements in electronic 
trading would gradually erode 
the benefits of open outcry 
trading for Stir products. 

A Liffe spokesperson said he 
.was “surprised” by the two 
banks’ comments. 

The comments will be fur- 
ther food for thought for Life’s 
board, which met yesterday to 
discuss proposals for reform of 
the exchange. The board has al- 
ready recommended a move to 
electronic trading, a stream- 
lining of Life's management 
and the adoption of a “for 
profit” objective. 

The outcome of the board's 
latest deliberations will be oom- 
m unicat ed to Us 215 members 
early next week. Members wiU 
vote on these proposals at an ex- 
traordinary meeting on 21 May. 


h 



This notice is issued in compliance with the requirements of Vie London Stock Exchange and 
appears as a matter of record only, it does not constitute an offer or an invitation to subscribe 
tor or purchase any securities of Dresdner RCM Endowment Policy Trust 2010 pic. 


Dresdner RCM Endowment Policy Trust 
2010 pic 

(Incorporated to England and Wales under the Companies Act 1985 with registered 
number 39I720&) 

Placing of 25.000.0CX) Ordinary Shares erf Ip each al an issue price of 
100p per share payable in full on application, sponsored by 
Merrill Lynch international. 

Application has been made for the Ordinary Shares to ber admitted 
to the Official List It is expected that admission wiH become effective, and that 
dealings in the Ordinary Shares on foe London Stock Exchange will 
begin on 1 June 1998. 

A prospectus relating to Dresdner RCM Endowment Policy That 2010 pte 
has been published. Copies may be o Warned during normal business hours 
(Saturdays and public holidays excepted) from the date erf this notice up to 
■ and Including 8 May 1998 by collection only from foe Company 
Announcements Office, London Stock Exchange. OW Broad Street, 
London EC2N 1HP and until 26 May 1998 from: 

■Bw riB Lynch I nfc rwa Hooai 

20 Farringdon Road, London EC1M 3NH 

Dre sdner RCM Global hnwton (UK) Ltd 

j 10 Fenchurch StieeL London EC3M 3 LB 

7 May 1998 


House of Fraser to fight lawsuit by Linea 


m 


HOUSE of Fraser, the depart- . 
meat store group, is to fight a 
legal action against it by tbe 
fashion retailer Linea. The Lon- 
don-based Italian fashion bou- 
tique has alleged its business has 
suffered since House of Fraser 


COMPANY RESULTS 


. launched its in-house brand, also 
called linea. 

The firm is seeking an in- 
junction to stop House of Fras- 
er using the linea name. 

A House of Fraser 
spokesman said the company 


would defend the lawsuit, filed 
on 31 March. 

Francesco Lazzaro, Lin- 
ea’s owner, said his business 
has been severely disrupted 
by confusion in the mar- 
ketplace surrounding 


House of Fraser's Linea 
brand. In a High Court writ, 
Linea is seeking an injunction 
to stop House of Fraser using 
the linea name and to offer up 
for destruction all materials re- 
lating to il 
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BT dials up gains on talk of bid action 


TAKING STOCK 


market report 



DEREK PAIN 


IS THE telephone about to 
ring for BT? Shares of 
Britain's major entry into the 
global telephony industry 
soared 295p to a 693p peak in 
Often busy tr ading , 

Although the Stock Ex- 
change’s controversial order 
book often distorts dosing 
prices, it looked as though a 
rush of late orders pushed the 
shares to their new high 
The sudden display of in- 
terest was accompanied by 
stories of corporate action, in- 
cluding a bid for full control 
of the Cellnet mobile tele- 
phone operation to another 
ambitious overseas strike. 
There was even talk that, as 
the world’s communications 
industry submerged national 
boundaries, what was once 
the button A of Britain's call 
boxes was about to collect an 
overseas bid. 

This week a number of an- 
alysts have advocated BTs 
merits, many suggesting the 
shares should be riding at 
more than 700p. 


BT was a major influence 
in a late Footsie rally which left 
the index sporting a 53 points 
gain at 5,992.4. Underlining 
the volatility which followed 
the arrival of order-driven 
trading the index was nursing 
a 263 point loss just 30 min- 
utes before the final call over. 

Mid and small ca p shares 
again displayed complete in- 
difference to the gyrations of 
their peers. The supporting in- 
dices resolutely advanced to 
new peaks. 

J Sainsbury’s results and 
the change of chairman lifted 
the shares 22.25p to 5QZ25p 
but Whitbread’s cautious com- 
ments with its figures lowered 
the shares 30p to IJJbOp, drag- 
ging Bass (town 34p to l,Q82p. 

The former building soci- 
eties were for a time in more 
robust form, after their recent 
weakness. Alliance & Leices- 
ter led the recovery after mak- 
ing much more confident 
noises at its shareholders 
meeting than had been ex- 
pected. After easing fears of 


a mortgage war, its shares 
gained 29 Zip to 862p; Halifax, 
still buying in shares, was at 
one time up 22p at 804p. The 
shares dosed just 4p higher at 
786p, illustrating the disillu- 
sionment with its buy-back 
programme which has so far, 
as expected, failed to pro- 
duce little in the way of ben- 
efits for its army of small 

shareholders. 

Exporters made further 
headway and the possibility of 
a deal between Daimler-Benz 
and Chrysler prompted gains 
in a host of engineering and 
electrical groups as theories of 
further potential deals sur- 
faced. Smiths Industries 
jumped 66p to 965p; General 
Electric Co 31p to 521p and 
British Aerospace 29.5p to 
5325p. Sfebe, up46p to l,444p 
and BTR, up 4.75p to 204_5p, 
joined m the fun. 

Sugar group Ihte & Lyle 
dropped 24p to 4b0p on results 
but Select Appointments, the 
recruitments group, jumped 
63 .5p to 893 -5p following a 


buoyant first-quarter trading 
report. The shares are near 
their year’s high. However, 
back in 1988 they topped 

2,000p. 

Deals continued to stir the 
undercard. Setoo Healthcare's 
proposed acquisition of 
Scholl, famed for its foot hy- 
giene, pushed the shares 45p 
higher to 708-5p. Scholl 
jumped 68_5p to 448 -5p. The 


Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 


1100 
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near £7 00m deal should 
pushed the enlarged group 
into the Footsie 250 mid cap 
index. 

Cliveden, the hotelier, 
firmed to 9Z5p. The bid is ex- 
pected to come in at around 
1 15 p- Jeyes, famed for its dis- 
infectant, added 25p to 287-5p 
as the company revealed a bid 
approach. 

Rumours of bids went the 
rounds. Associated British 
Buts rose 17p to 375p on spec- 
ulation of an overseas strike 
and Latchways, a business 
support group, rose 35p to 
3375p. 

Glaxo VfeUcoroe lost 24p to 
1,7 lip despite a Salomon 
Smith Barney estimate dial the 
shares should be around 
2£00p; Zeneca, down 22p at 
2£78p, was accorded a 2,900p 
target 

BIT, the chemical group, 
jumped 29p to 475p on hopes 
it could enjoy some of the 
rewards from Pfizer’s Viagra 
drug. 

ML Laboratories bad a 


(fifficuit time. The drugs gjoup 
fell 7-5p to 75-5p, equalling its 
low point An attempted Mer- 
rill Lynch placing of around 
125,000 shares apparently did 
the damage. The shares 
touched 468-75p two years 

ago. They have been in dedme 

since the group moved out of 
losses into profits. 

pilkington, the glass 
maker, put on 4_5p to 13fo5p, 
highest this year. Good figures 
from arch rival Saint Gobain 
and consolidation in the Eu- 


the impetus. 

yfcst 175 Enterprises, mak- 
ing “lifestyle” television pro- 
grammes, surged 20p to 85p. 
John Gunn his acquired an- 
other 20,000 shares and now 
has just over 5 per cenL His 
buying coincides with a BBC 
deaL The company and the 
Beeb are launching a cookery 
series on US television. 

Amstrad rose 3p to 39.5p as 
chairman Alan Sugar picked 
up 3.5 milli on shares at 35-5p. 
He now has 29.8 per cent 


EMERALD Energy has 
shrugged off the disappoint- 
ment over its Chawina rite in 
. Colombia and its rig has 
moved to what many regard 
as the Car more promising 
Gtgante 1 field. Drifting is 
expected to start next week. 

Monument CHI & Gas is 
investing $73m and has 
a 14 percent interest in 
Gigaute L Its involvement 
could be extended to 40 per 
cent fawnld’s shares rose 
0J5p to 6.75p. They touched 
lOp earlier this yean The 12- 
monfh low is 4p. 

HARD PRESSED Reflet, a 
maker of reflective ink which 
helps clothes glow in the 
dark, firmed to 65p after its 
revamping exercise was 
approved. 

Under new management 
the company has been 
reshaped, with costs reduced 
a nd salesmen put on a sew 
incentive scheme. Hie shares 
once enjoyed an AIM star 
rating. They arrived at 40p; 
then stormed to almost 13©p. 
As difficulties mounted they 
feu to a 6p low. 
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Whitbread's 
spree ends 


JUDGING by the weighty pack of 
slides David Thomas unveiled at 
Whitbread's press conference yes- 
terday, you would have thought 
the group’s chief executive planned 
to unveil news aplenty. But, polished 
as his maiden annual results per- 
formance was, the presentation 
produced, little to keep the expec- 
tant press pack enthralled. 

A few years ago Whitbread, then 
under Peter Jarvis, was buying every- 
thing in site. Marriott Hotels, David 
Lloyd leisure clubs and restaurant 
chains such as Cafe Rouge, the 
Ddme and Bella Pasta joined the 

Whitbread stable in quick succession. 
Since then, however, all has gone 
quiet on the corporate front. 

For a start, Whitbread has had 
more than a few difficulties in inte- 
grating what it has bought, and 
notably overpaid for brands such as 
Cafe Rouge. And purchasing prices 
have rocketed as the stock market has 
scaled new heights. So, for the time 
being, Whitbread, cannot find any- 
thing to acquire at the right price. 

Nor are sales likely. Perennial 
disposal favourites such as brewing 
and the tenanted pub estate have at- 
tracted renewed bid interest but, so 
far, offers have not been high 
enough to tempt Whitbread to selL 

So, for now, the group is likely to 
rely on building its existing brands 
to push profits forward. Underlying 
earnings for tte year to February rose 

12 per cent to £3S5m, thanks to the 
consumer boom which increased 
. trade at its restaurants and pubs. 

Whitbread cautioned that trad- 
ing had been hit by the terrible Easter 
weather, which caused its shares to 
fall 30p to L.06Qp yesterday. But that 
looks like a blip given that takings 
have recovered in recent weeks. 

Whitbread's diversity of brands 
should enable it to continue to cap- 
italise on the consumer boom. Cost 
cutting should produce more margin 
improvements and, not before time, 
its return on capital employed is 
creeping towards its cost of capital. 

Whether it can sustain a double- 
digit growth rate in profits from its 
brands is another matter. With the 
leisure industry pumping huge 
amounts into expansion everybody 
could suffer if the economy slows. 


Whitbread: At a glance 

£5-2bn. share price I060p (-30p) 
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The group has won US approval 
forsucrakKe,apromisingnewswee*- 
ener. Bm that wffl not impact on the 

bottom fine for at least two yearn as 
it awaits EU approval. Meanwhile, 
prices for its fructose products are 
at last recovering. Bur profits wflJ fall 
before they start to recover. 

Analysts yesterday slashed full- 
year forecasts from £23 Om to 
£17Qm. and profits tbe following year 
from £300m to £Z50m, putting the 
shares on a prospective p/e ratio of 
17 then 13. The shares, which fell 
24p to 460p yesterday, remain a hold 
on hopes that, if the group cannot 
sort out tbe disastrous performance, 
a rival may be tempted to come in 
and sort out the mess. 


A bumpy ride 
from A&L 


Merrill Lynch forecasts full-year 
profits of £390m, putting the stock 
on a prospective p/e of 17. Tbe strong 
run in Whitbread’s shares, which has 
returned the group to a rating in line 
with the market, has been justified. 
Bui, for now, the shares are a bold. 


Outlook sours 
for Tate & Lyle 


JAM tomorrow has been a regular 
promise to hungry shareholders of 
one of the household names of 
yesteryear, Tate & Lyle. But weary 
investors may have to wait some 
time to satisfy their appetites. 

Hanover, earning s and margins aD 
fell in the six months to February. 
Profits dropped one-third to £77m 
and retiring chairman Sir Neil Shaw 
warned full-year earnings will be “sub- 
stantially down” on last year's £24lm. 

Tate and Lyle has proved more 


accident prone than most over the 
last fewyears. The latest lean period 
is blamed on a bewildering array of 
new dilemmas. A strong pound, 
which has reduced overseas profits 
by £6m. Disease in the Nebraska 
beet crop, at a time when tbe rest 
of tbe US was enjoying large crops 
and low sugar prices, and continuing 
problems at tbe state of the art starch 
plant in northern France added to 
the group’s woes, lb top it all, it has 
been left to count the cost of a £10m 
order of grain in Greece which the 
group paid for but never received. 

This & Lyle is taking steps to 
drive down costs, dispose of under- 
performing bits and appoint new 
directors, including an acting chair- 
man to replace Sir Nefl. It has paid 
$2 19m (£3 12m) for the food ingre- 
dients division of Haarman & 
Reimer, which will make 1htc& Lyle 
the only global producer of citric 
add. But, inevitably, this will not 
enhance earnings until next year. 


SHAREHOLDERS in Alliance & 
Leicester could be forgiven for bring 
a bit bemused by its volatile perfor- 
mance on the stock market- Yester- 
day its shares jumped 29-5p to 862p 
on the back of an upbeat announce- 
ment about mortgage business, 
having Men 57.5p tbe previous day. 

The shares haw dipped in recent 
months as the market has become 
worried about the group's share of 
the mortgage market Concerns sur- 
faced after its rival Halifax warned 
three weeks ago it would struggle to 
recover business in the face of fierce 
competition from mutual lenders. 

f^ter White, A&Ls chief execu- 
tive, reassured investors to some ex- 
tent by announcing that gross 
mortgage lending was ahead of the 
first quarter of 1997. But gross lend- 
ing is not the whole story. Halifax’s 
problem was its net lending figures. 
Customers waited fra their flotation 
windfall and then got ouL And 
A&L relies on mortgages for most 
of its earnings so is more vulnerable 
to a mortgage price war than most. 

Pammire Gordon forecasts 
current-year earnings of 24.5 p per 
share, putting A&L on a prospective 
p/e of 15. That is cheaper than Hal- 
ifax on a prospective p/e of 165. But 
A&Ls rating is stiD high er than banks 
such as Barclays -which doesn't haw 
to rely so beavify on mortgages. Since 
floating, A&Ls share price has risen 
sharply. Now would be a good time 
to take some profits. 
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Bolsover wM make of afl this xnayfaemrematotote 

involved. (Neediest^, 

I am assured no animals werehanned many way dur- 

***■**%£? 

ing^l983 and finally decided he had_to WfflT^ 

lifetime ambition of penning a novel 
ago *Td never written anything before. I 
took on the weekends and in the moraW b^re 
going to work. Then I rewrote it, twice. I “anagedto 
getHoddcr & Stoughton to look at it, and they gave 

me a two-book deal." - ... *• v 

The lucky blighter. Apparently the firet draft 
he chanced to a left wing government in a mfflemmnn 


EDS, the American, computer consultancy that has 
more British government contracts than you could 
shake a stick at, has sent a pungent memo to staff in 
Bristol telling them off for snoozing at their desks at 
lunchtimes. 

Mike Rowtey, EDS semra manager, teQs staff in the 

memo, dated 27 April, that it is vital to give customers 
a good impres sion when working on site. In the memo, 
leaked to Computer Iffedafy. Mr Rowley writes: “Main- 
taining a smart appearance and behaving in a profes- 
sional maimer at aD times will have a very postive effect 
on our customers’ perception of EDS. 

“Unfortunately this can be spoilt veiy quickly by 
seeing EDS staff at then: workplace playing games on 
computers, playing board games such asbackgammon, 
and felling asleep at their desks during lunchtime; these 
practises are to cease forthwith.” 

Mr Rowley sounds like a right party pooper. Fm 
sure the Inland Revenue, the vehicle licensing centre 
and the Department of Social Security are perfectly 
happy to watch EDS staff snoring away between com- 
puterised rnbbets of bridge. 

There again, EDS is the company that was founded 
by former presidential hopeful Boss Perot, who 
banned staff from wearing beards. This patriarchal ap- 
proach seems to have survived Mr Perot’s departure 
from tbe company, which is now independent. Last 
year EDS management e-mailed staff in the UK with 
a request to nominate colleagues’ jobs for a redun- 
dancy programme. 

FsriKps I am being unfair. A spokeswoman for EDS 
stressed yesterday that the “snooze" memo was 
aimed at only one of die company's hundred-odd UK 
sites, the Bristol ate which is shared by Rolls-Royce, 
a customer. Some of it may be “power napping,” she 
said. “We do have some quite young graduates work- 
ing there. Or it might just be that they’ve been out on 
the razzle the night before.” 

I know the feeling. Mr Rowley does show some 
leniency in his memo, however “It is recognised that 
some staff may wish to occupy their time over lunch 
playing intellectual games in the same way that others 
may wish to take exercise or pursue other activities. 

“There is no objection to this, but it should not be 
done in the work place. I recommend that such ac- 
tivities are undertaken using, for example, conference 
room facilities with the times being duly proscribed 
to prevent conflict” 

And there we must leave the wacky world of EDS, 
dear reader, to return to dull, grey reality _ 


daL but come the election 01 wew uuum uu* ^ - 
be changed to a left wing government in a mfflemmnn 

<lfc Hondreds of fund managers attended the launch 
party in Broadgate last night Now it’s on to thesec- 
ond book, says Marie. “Itfs about a hank that goes belly 
up. But its not about Barings —7 . ■ - 

Of course it isn’t Mark. Mind you, a whiff of 
bestiality in the Square Mile would liven things up. 


1 WAS startled by a series of explosions just outside 
the window of my office on the 18th floor of the Canary 
Wharf Tbwer yekerday morning, as were other jour- 
nalists. “Is this supposed to be happening?" asked ode 

ashen faced writer, hurrying to the window. 

Happily it was. Sighs of relief all round as it tran- 
spired that these were fireworks celebrating the top- 
ping out ceremony for the 20-story Citibank tower, 
new nearipg completion 81 Canagr Wharf in London's 
Docklands. 

There’s stffl no word whether Salomons win be join- 
ing the Citibank hordes in the new bull ding, follow- 
ing the ann ouncement of the Citicorp/Traveleis 
merger. If they do, they'll find the public transporthere 

a tight fiL Tbe Docklands Light Railway already re- 
sembles a Japanese subway train at rush hour. 

How will they cram in HSBC’s 8,000 workforce 
when the bank moves to Canary Wharf, not to men- 
tion Socfefe G£n£rale’s 2,000, who are due here be- 
fore the miUcnninm . Now we hear the Jubilee Line 
underground extension, ori ginally due to open laj£ au- 
tumn and solve all Canary Wharfs transport prob- 
lems, will only be completed in June 1999 - and with 
limited signalling. 

Tm buying a bang glider ... 


JOHN GUNN , the tycoon who came a cropper at 
British & Commonwealth in the 1980s, is now investing 
heavily in celebrity cooks on US telly. . 

Mr Gunn yesterday bought a second tranche of 
10,000 shares in West 175 Enterprises is as many days. 
The AIM-listed company produces and distributes 
programmes by people like Delia Smith, Gary 
Rhodes, Ken Horn and Madhur Jaffrey, to name but 
a few. It has just signed a 17-year joint venture with 
BBC Worldwide to broadcast gourmet programmes 
on US public broadcasting. That’s an awful lot of 
Peking duck. 

Mr Gunn has also got other things on the bofl 
(sorry), including a small hotel business and 
Glenchewton, an expanding importer of household 
goods. History does not record whether he performs 
in the kitchen himself. 
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Kenneth CTarke, the former Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
shares his wealth of knowledge with us as he gives an In- 
depth view on the economy and other financial natters > 
"Kenneth Clarke's Chronicle Is broadcast every Thursday 
at 13 . 19 . 1 S.I 9 , 17 . 19 . 21.19 and 23.19 > The wise will listen > 
wwwJAxBlberg.COM/uk > *E ZK THE KNOU 
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Silence In 
Court lays 
down law 


By Richard Edmondson 

at Chester 

IT would not have been a sat- 
M isfactory Chester Cup if Top 
™ Cees bad not played a leading 
role. The old horse did not win 
the race (that honour went ap- 
propriately enough to Silence In 
Court), bnt he did magnetize 
the attention again as he almost 
fell in the stampede to the line. 

As he was squeezed up the 
inside rail on the final turn for 
borne. Top Cees collided with 
Candle Smile. The eight-year- 
old jackknifed and his partner, 
Jimmy Fortune, was nearly 
thrown from the saddle. 

The stewards deferred their 
deliberations on this scrim- 
mage until after the following 
— , race, bnt then we had become 
™ used to adjournments with Tbp 
Cees. They decided the impact 
was accidental It was not a view 
shared by the respective train- 
ers, particularly as both horses 
were injured. Lynda Ramsden 
did not approve of these par- 
ticular damages. 

“It's an absolute disgrace," 
she said. “They tried to put us 
over the ra£L We're going to 


have to stitch the horse up and 
Jimmy’s boot is tom." The jock- 
ey added; There was plenty of 
room when I went for the gap 
but I got half way in and it 
closed on me.” 

Thecontradictoiy interpre- 
tation from George Barnett, 
C and le Smile's trainer, was that 
Tbp Cees had been forced 
where the sun didn't shine. His 
horse too had severe lacera- 
tions. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Memorise 
(Chester 3.10) 

NB: Superior Premium 
(Chester 3.4 0) 

Some old adversaries from 
chamber 13 of the High Court 
bad gathered to see Top Cees 
attempt a third Chester Cup. In 
the red comer, the t eam in deb- 
it after £195,000 in damag es was 
awarded against them earlier 
this year, was The Sporting Life's 
Alastair Down, and witnesses 
Derek Thompson and Jim Mc- 
Grath. On the opposing bench- 
es were the Ramsdeos, Jack and 
Lynda, plus their former stable 
jockey, Kieren Fallon. 





The well- backed Silence In Court (second left; sheepskin noseband) winning the Chester Cup yesterday to loud acclaim from the packed stands Photograph: Julian Herbert/Allsport 


Tbp Cees himself had not 
been called to give evidence on 
The Strand, but be seemed to 
be well aware of the adjudica- 
tion. The gelding appeared to 
be grinning as he circled in the 
paddock. On his snout was a vo- 
luminous sheepskin noseband 
to which most of the flock must 
have contributed. 

Top Cees travelled well in 
the race before his crash. Dato 
Star, though, did not even man- 
age a full circuit before he was 
pulled up suffering from a fast 
heartbeat. Fortune was soon to 
know how the gelding felt. 


As the jockey was dragging 
himself back into the saddle, Si- 
lence In Court was accelerating 
down the outside to give Alan 
Bailey his second success in the 
race following Old Hubert’s 
victory 11 years ago. 

Silence In Court should have 
won a big race before now, but 
in running Double Trigger to a 
length in Ascot's Sagaro Stakes 
four years ago he ruptured a 
tendon. He has hardly run at all 
since then, but he became so ob- 
noxious at Sandy Brow Stables 
at the weekend that Bailey un- 
derstood he was back to his best 


“I knew on Sunday that I had 
him spot-on because, when he 
gets well, the horse acts like a 
bastard," the trainer said. “If be 
hasn’t been ridden for six 
months anyone can get on him 
and he’ll walk round half dead. 
But when he gets to concert 
pitch he starts squealing and 
whipping round.” 

Barry Hills further extend- 
ed his record as the leading 
trainer in this parish with a dou- 
ble that took his lifetime total 
at the Roodee to 93 winners. 
The second of those. High And 
Low, won the Cheshire Oaks 


and is a top-priced 20-1 to win 
the version for grown-ups at 
Epsom next month. 

• Bookmakers yesterday report 
sustained backing for Cape 
Verdi for both the Derby and 
Oaks. Coral have seen a huge 
“Godolphin gamble” centring 
around the 1,000 Guineas win- 
ner for both G assies, but also 
on other Godolphin represen- 
tatives - City Honours for the 
Derby and Bahr for the Oaks. 

“We were knocked over in 
the rush for Cape Verdi, said 
spokesman Simon Clare. “We 
laid her at all rates down from 


9- 2 to 11-4, with a run, for the 
Derby, but there was also heavy 
support for her at 9-4 for the 
Oaks.” 

Coral cut City Honours to 
12-1 from 16-1 for the blue 
riband and Bahr to 8-1 from 

10- 1 for tbefOlies' classic. Mid- 
night Une also attracted sup- 
port for the Oaks and is now a 
9-2 chance from 6-1. Ladbrokes 
have cut Cape Verdi to 3-1 with 
a run from 5-1 for the Derby. 

Gulland has been backed 
from 14-1 into 10-1 with Hills 
and Cty Honours from 16-1 
into 12-1. 


Derby betting 

Hum C H 

SwaidBufti T4 MI-2 

CroVtod TM M 

BorfterAsracf fl-1 5-1 

fhWnd 10-1 TO-1 

Of Honour 12-1 12-1 

King Ot Ktofli 12-1 0-1 

Hand 1M 91 

S W W 

Oaks betting 
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QyVenfl 
Midnight Um 
BUT 

Cloud Canto 
Gtanuta 
StuMorah 
HMlAfldLo* 


7-4 2-1 

94 M 

M B-1 

P-1 W 

p-i i9i 

w-i in 

fe-1 20-1 
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Chester 


2.10 ERUPT (nap) 
2.40 Scorned 

3.10 RIyadlan 


HYPERION 

3.40 ZJggy*s Dancer 
4.10 DamaBs 

4.40 Night City (nb) 


, says 
ninist* 


GOING: Good STALLS: ton 21 - stands side: rest - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low nurnbofs bast 

•Lett-hand, tight droAar course Not aitable for longistrirtng horsss. 

•Course is nr dty centre on A548. Chaster station 1m. ADMSSION: Couity Enclosure E25 
(ikncas S-Pyrs £5); Tattereab £15; Dee Stand £5; Cotra £3. CAR PARK: £2 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M Stouto pa4%).J Bany t3-tT7 (tSLtK). A BaSey 13-125 
ft B HIDs 12-64 taBttl B McMahon 105 4 005*4 R Hat non 9-53 {17%). 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: KDortay 16-77 (208%). L Dettori 12-69 074%), K Ration 12-103 
PIT'S* J Fortune T1-W (149%). Pat Eddery 10-54 085%). M Hlteft69 03%). 
•FAVOURITES: 136437 (413%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona. 

(o’ ml WILLIAM HARE WYNN HANDICAP (CLASS Clf a M 
IriirJ £12,000 added 7f 122yds Penalty Vhlue £9,004 B3j| 

1 C52M ALQBff THE BEAR (W) (CD) (P«is& Aliens Daub's) JBeny 5 100 KDwtoyS 81 

2 66450 S&yBTCi (FR) (43) (D)(DariJ Caddy) M l*adae& 10 MEddayu OS 

3 62066 NONOflE MR MCEGUY (5) (Iks CM P McPheQ E Alston 4 9 B K Wan 14 82 

4 16440 URSA MAJOR (54) (DJ (NnnBiM CamedDB Ud) C Alan 4 9 6 JUfeiwria 91 

5 00002 SUPBt MONARCH fn){Che)Daterttoic Malm UdjSDow482 T On km 18 BO 

6 00061 GEE BEE DREAM (15) (Qnvt&BownBi lilted) A JBnta492 — B C w ra y (3)7 89 

7 00-00 DESERT LYNX (16) (Mb R T Wfcofi) T Vtitton 590 _D HoUnd 3 05 

B 02-5 ItoiinWGCHAIlGE(za)pafmBitiCii1bFM)Hiiip)JFanihaw48'B — N Days 80 
B 10531- ANTARCTIC SRMI (J1 M) (D) (KrtuTtoriaL0tafa)Rftitoyl> 8 Q-RMaalon (5) 4 BT 
D 00600 BAND ON THE RUN pq(D)(DJAhn)B McMahan -nee..... — ,-i| Rotate J5 82 

6 42600 BRAVETCART (13) (W H Ponmnby) M Oiwnon 4 B 6 RtfagbM5 78 

T2 354- STAR8WADBI(2O0) (BF) (UsXfcuriAIMHfclOUm) MStoUte48T1 JRaHlI 93 

13 3106 CANHNA p95)(BKRac*ig] A Bai9y4 87 DlMgMB 82 

14 146121 ELITE HOre (USA) (19) [B® RactogCUi) NTriderflB0-.__„DiwnltaKawa«18 88 

6 02-504 TWIN CREHCS p 7 ) (D) (Tho Aimdak Jodays) V Soene 705 CWtoriO 88 

« 06040 l CANT ROBaiBER (2) (C)(D) [ftter Graham taring) P Evara 4 0 4 — JFEjpnl7 86 

17 06001 ERUPT (B) (Sumy Eaton) M Brttan 584 (BaO DUomagh (7) 2 80 

« 0460 IBDVAN QUQEN pO) (l*s Chafes LocNiart)RHi*Bh8BCl 4 B2 Rfelenp>1 101 

-18 doctored - 

BETTTNG: 11-2 Star tnmefe 91 Moroore Mr Mcagu* 7-1 Goa Boa Dram, B-1 AU»it TTw Bo* 
161 Erupt, Floating Charge, 12-1 Mtdyna Quean, Antarctic Storm, 18-1 TMn Crooks, Brawteart, 
Cantina, Savoring, Bund Oi The tan, Z61 otbere 
■m: AtartVm Bear 4 8 2 K Dwfey 9i (J Berry) dun |Q 18 mn 
FORM GUIDE 

Michael Stoute'o Star Inuadar and Jamas Fanshawe'a Floating Charga (baNnd sable- 
mate Island Rfloa at ThirsK) are IntBTBstrg maidona In thta nol-so-hot handkap. Gaa Bae 

Drawn and Erupt are recant wwvwre in lha mud and bath should figue tram a favourable 

draw NBdjran Ctoaen has the bast draw and she shaped wo* on har reappaaranoo whan 
sixth oM5 to Mofrt Ol Bass at Thirak. The winnar tar ma despite the bad (kauris NOMORE 
MR NICEGUY, who was pfoped by Fay* In a hot race on the at-woatta In March. A 'J'>■ 
COta ritotalOWBdartothenti«®iinflr7to«ovwstofi*tonB»(imh toShafttefog Sky onSat- 
urday) so th«a return to seven firtongs b very much in Ns tavoi*, Albert Tha Bear won 
this rac® last year and bqemi Snes up wilh Just itworui run behnd hkn, but SHmring, 
weather spactotat Urea Major and the poorly drew gar I CfelBeroam^artJI^ 

^ Monareh codd bn taurid amrrtirJG SaJoefloa NOMORE MR NKEGUY 

i rn AnI CAPITAL BANK 185TH YEAR OF THE 
|^-*iU j stakes (Listed) (CLASS A) £40,000 added 3YOBBH 
1m 2f 75yds Penalty Value £27,650 

i 4C-1 MUSHRAAFOO) (HamdmWMalBMii) JIXrtopBB _;.Rjfte 4ia2 

3 8lS L« U SXMa 88 4R*2J07 

-4dectaral- 

BETTWa: 7-4 Scaned. 94 Proft. 7-2 TWnAM ***"*„„ 

1997. Oy^tal hterwd 3 B 8 A McSone 62 [H Candy) dra*m (4) 3 mn 


FORM GUIDE 

Prolix attempts to follow ip the stobkAi wm with Hgh And Low In yesterday^ Cheshka 
Oaks, l-ks three-quartora second to Tbapot Row In lha Royal Lodge Stahoa la aaddrig 
lorm and. though far from Impassive on two starts iNa tam (barton * 9-2 on at Dan- 
caatarL ha can do afl tha battar ovar todeyti frxiger trfp after the TTiMc wti fiom ajtareft 
pacenrnkar Ridgeway Scorned and Simon WMtwo rt h are cm a hxrtimar attar Doncaster 
(twice) and Kenxitni (sot lengths winnar in the mud). A son ot SeSdlc who shoidd amys 
prefer this type ot [pound Scorned won with the penalty at Kempion so has a find-rats 
chance again today MaMwaaf Isa bit behnd Prob on thak- laspectfea prwknity to Tbapot 
Row A*noet five lengths attott of tho Tbter colt at Doncasw. Muahreat at least showed 
hia waO- being with a comfortable win in a poor raoa at NoWnjfmmor Ns reappaaranoa 
oid now up on extra quarttFmta. TRIDENT is the choice with a nm last month under 
tw bett That act-tength fifth to Border Arrow ftfirri in fiw 2Q00 Gtaiaag) *<8 ha ve pu t an 
edge on hkn. Satacttan: TTOBJT 

|*2 iff} ORMONDE STAKES (Group 3) (CLASS A) cJ = LbB a J'.’B 
£55^)00 acktedl in 5f 89yds Pea va. £36,060 V Uhl 

1 1t&6 STREIAKZ (HT) (193) (WndnoUnsitaanQlirtodlUss VWfeBrt»5B2KDwtay5 TO 

2 13361 RJRTHHt FUGHT(T7)(CD) {EwsWaStfegSOUD^y) BRfc 128H — lIMtol 11T 

3 CD22- UBI0MSE (USA) (2lQ (K Abduls) HCed 4 All-; KFbBan4T17 

4 52145 RAUO SKY (19) P E toffl J Dwtop 4 0 H MEdtory2m 

5 61 RBHHDGE(USA) (!2)(9ieimfehanii8d}JGaBfen4Bl1 LDatolSIM 

6 1/63 RraUMN(l9(HRHM»Ahdtokito4PCdoBB11 ^TQufedlZS 

-8 doctored - 

BETTMa74 R^wflan, MRw8xUg^4-1 Rm torHrf U 61 MHMfea,161 PMo 261 SUtanK 

W. Rayul Cart 48 ti j Raid 64fev (PChoppfeHyort) dnam H 7ran 
FORM GUIDE 

RIYAD1AN is n dess act who Is fended to have the togs af Fbrttier FligM- Over ton fur- 
tongs on his reappearenca - and ki ttrefata grand - he wt be saan in a batter Sght owr 
this tr^9 on the bMter surfaca Ttard to Gemiano end Garutta at SanOown. fSyadten Is re- 
ported bock to hte best and he's a past «*ner of tha Jockay Club Ctp and the Cirv 
bedreid Lodge Staksa. Furtoer Fftfrt was so galant In deteto in ttto last yau; but the 
graund was vary tastng then and hal be stretohsd today on tha lastar ground against 
a horae Ql RJyatSoni clasa. Maw ortaa <m a decent handcapper last tarn wtora New. 
martiat wh and an unludcy passage at Ctoriu» Goodwood agakwt tha dacent fctaytana 
Ha wasnl good enough In tha higher grade agotost Busy Fight at Doncasur and Mons 
to NswmataL but itablhatypa to progress as atatryear-akL John Gosderta Rerfixfdga 
to an totarestog rumor In a Greix) Throe aftor an aB-wealhw stral agakwt ritobah A pmris- 
iog t»*d to Ghataas M Newbrey ovor a year ago In a raw that worked out rady 
Redbridge could sli be anythtog. Mo sky. taiad ott behind PDsidonas tt Newbury on 
fea reappearance, wouldn’t seem good enough, mid tho sx-ftEndi trained stayer StrstertK: 
«al be stretched wbh Ms penalty. Selection: RRN3IAN 

| o AO I HHX DICKINSON RATED HANDICAP ^RUlUaVreftB 
° mH y\ (CLASS B) £15,000 added 51 Pea VbL £8,777 >rB3yi 

1 60WC SlS > BOCBPBa(re«R(D)yCPWto»^Bi : imey407 R Winston (5)1 W 

2 001-00 RUDTSPErp9)(D) (JanAanferadnn)UaJRamKton483 JRxtareSrn 

3 061>0 DANCETHBeOHIMUOr (49 (pq (GABodey)BUBatan492 JRaktSKN 

4 63011 THE GAV FOX R (CD) (G WhUa) B Ucfehai 4 9 1 .TQufainS 88 

5 0660 WESTEOUHTMACKJZSj) (CD) JX>to(£pcr(MWEa5klty5BB LChBnock4 1DB 

B «32» Z!GGV%DAMCER(l}SA){iq(CD)(JConna)EAiiton7BB KMan2 SB 

7 5606 FREDH0CTHEHBtCE(®5) (CD) (Gife&AntontaDubn)JEtaTy4B7.KDedqi6 IBB 

3 00686 LAGODtVARAH0(H) (H [Tito PET (Map) RWMdatr6B4.— 0aaaMdCfenai7B 10S 
9 63?* SWB4O07}(D)(Satonertm«anqpcrtUcDP&am484 JFgpwig V J01 

~9dactared- 

MMnum wagfe: 3fl A Toe hanteap vre^BK Iiqo Ol Vtamna Bn Ob, Bst 2b. 

BETHNQ: 61 Ttogf* Dmeoii W Waetaoart Magic, 11-2 Superior Premkn, Dsnretoori^dBway, 
162 7M Oar Fm 7-1 SwfeOk 61 Rudta ID-1 Logo Dl Wnae, 161 Rnttlbo Fferee 
1997: SUtrtaa fea«m 5 B 4 Dm ONei h-2 (Ma J Rairedm) dam p) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Swtno'a outside (kwr puts a questton mark agoinat him. Ha won gotog may tram 21g- 
gy"s Dancer at Thksk and the srieequem defeat inter a waiter budan can be excused. 
Zlggy* Dancer Is BSs better with Swhra and this dual course wfcrner to wan drawn hare 
and ims Ktaren Fatten to help. Superior Pram ban is best okawn and has a chance bvwi 
with tho weight on his tatast second to Cananba to a condttans race at Haydock. THE 
OAV FOX to harufly placed in saa9 three and can add to hto Sandown win at tost month 
when he took adwitma of the best drew to best Mister Joteon. WM beaten over the 
sixth lurtongbeWndShStarlng Sky at Naamerkw tea Saturday tha Gay Foxlo back ewer 
tfw nwrnxxn with wary hop* with thB stable on such a WGfi Weatcourt Magic also writs 
Ms mtomm trip -hto Jatsst Meal e» fyen bek® tw six ftaJongs. He prevtoutiy beat 


Mingo Park at Nawcastfa wito Lago W Vbrano to third and now 8to bettor tor the two- 
lengto beating. RudFs Pat won two good handcaps last season - the Doncaster win 
from Rerryston View being knpreeaiva wtth Wastooixt Magic. Lago Di Varano and 2g- 
gyts Omar behkid Hal be bettar tor two nine thta season but being drawn night of nkta 
to not good Doneatfionightaway won from a cracking ckaw at this fixture 12 monttw ago. 
Her tatar wki at Ascot wae also to tasting ground so todayio conftttana may covt agatoat 
her. FtndrikThe Berea won hare as a juvenia and looks risky today on hto reappear- 
anca after htnmg just two starts last tamn Saiactlan: THE GAS/ FDK 


I w “i ri I E.B.F. LINCOLN MILD CIGARS SEFTON MAIDEN STAKES 
lu l (CLASS D)£10j000 added 2YO Mtes 5f Pendy VMue £7^63 

1 0 SIOOXHEAD BRAfOT (7) (The Wtoect [fe Rartnenl^} P Bans 8 Tt — DwnMcKemn2 

2 0 CRASH CALL LAEN (7) [Dash CM LAB CAfenSh NCarWal 

3 32 DAMAUSp2)MR (JmFanaa^EAtatonSII KRfea4 

4 DOCMLAM)SMERC(MtoLtai0ky)-NTrferBl1 DedonOrShna 

5 DONE AND DUSTED prts 8 ArtcrtaDatetf^J Barry 8 It KDufeyB 

6 KAUQASA (USA) (R E 9a*stod P ClspptoHyam B TI JRNdS 

7 KAiVSAL (Ms JEN har i) J Bony B It J Fortune 6 

B PAULA'S JOT (John Gefe] UChwmn Bit _T&tow7 

B PRKEWW (Mar Jones) A Batoy B 11 DWHP110 

* 0 nOTOSTAR(7)(MWlaNnto4PEmBll JFEgan6 

-lOdadarad- 

BETnNG:7-4Dre)flBa,52KBl(teaa,4-l Pat8aSJoy.61DooaAndDu8tad.161 KariaaLU-IPrida- 

wny, 14-f Rotostta Broakbaad Brandy; 261 Dodktarela More, 261 Cnuh Can Lady 
*87: Bodfartdskncfcn 2 a It K Raton M to (A Baley) drawn (t) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Dam alu has the repaimee so dab going to taka the baaing haying been ricety bached 
whan ttakei in the Brecktaaby StMaa and lhan befen a neck by PUi &feb nawoomer Jg at 
Newmarket Kieren Raton rides her again rfW Newmarket, but the Pefer Chap p ie I lynm naw- 

comer KALElASAcaJd also be 8rTWt,bekiQ by of aSwatle Stew mam "The oBv- 

ertoree w8h wpariance at contostad the aama a*-»wsther race re VtUmhampton and al 
wore wel banton behkid Syfray Safehands Jar* Barry na» too vtoh Kevii Dafey on Done 
And Dinted and Jkmty FbrttoBaboeRlKartaaL tadtfsJoytoaDaneM nawoomorlram 
MckCtamxta yard end ahewoddeeemlhe only other of nota' Safecflon: KALDASA 

I A Ah I CHESTER EVENING LEADER HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£10,000 added 1m 4f 66yds Penalty Value £7,113 

1 00212- PENSION FUND pSQ (StopimJ Cut# MW Easterly 4 100. TLucnS 

2 6*64 HUGO TIE (70S) 81) (ferry IfeM C Bracks 6 9 * RHutfMia 

3 GOBI MGHT CRY (3B) (D) {Ngd EWtefe) K Bute 7 B 5.. DSmamy(3)7 

4 SMB- DOMAPPEL(34B){P)pCBanta}UsJC0cl6B4 JWaawS 

5 4IB2- KMOCASHfJl^ (D)(DflJanBSjPBo«En594 KFMonll 

8 DOW- NORDIC BREEZE (.K){yMccfenB Jonas) MftpeSBI MRohMs4 I 

7 06000 IB& COUNTY 0(O(9nntinw Ire QaamGoncassiDneie) A Baky 5 BDJ Fortine B , 
B 64-133 THEBUTTEHWCKtaD (33) (CO) (RChanbec^ RFaiwySBB R Vlknetoa (5) 10 B I 

9 OBOl- POLAR PROSPECT (JIB) (8 WsDon Udand BiVtoafl Phctte 58 8 KDwtoyB . 

* 30026 TONtEffiE p3Q (fen Quii* B McMahon CBS L Norton 9 1 

11 55636 AMBmEXIR0US(7)(C)(P) (HksCaralPUdfetel) EAbton685 JFEgm12 | 

* 50006 WarTBWDOE LAD (1^(q(Jchn Pugh) WBnsCcuT»8B4 DfetgMI 

* 36605 TEHPIIIESS (15) (0$ (Paddy BanM0JL>feiit(583 JlHulaa(3)2 

-ttdactared- 

BET1WG: 61 Cfey, 61 Hto BtUanrick Kid, 61 Potor PraqpaeL 61 Damns, 161 Kknaacafe 

Pawion Fund, Am bhto ianwa. 12-1 Ttenpwaa. NqnBc Breare. InJga Tfea, 161 D o raap p el , Rebal 
CoaOf 261 UtatoWsa led 

*BT. Tha Butorak* Kid 47 n R Wknton (7) 11« (R fthey) drew H 11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The B uuw wtc k Wd won this test year in taadng ground and thte hardy sort has bean 
running wel enough Ihto season to suggest another good effort This is a real teaser with 
ttanptraaa Just the type to go wel at a price with two runs under her belt Shell wel 
handicapped on her old form and Improved last tkmifei at Epsom when a sta-Jangth fifth 
to Assured Gambia POLAR PROSPECT waits the pound to stay an tha fast aide and 
was a winner over hurdtes aa Chapafev KS ctaya This trfe> also looks okqr tor Nn\ baar- 
tog in rrthd ha was good enough to wki ewar shorter at Ftedcar last backend. Kkinaacaafi, 
NonSe Braaz* aid AndMeodroBs ere others here tram hunlng Kmescash may not 
appreciate thta tight 12 tutanga, but Nordt Breaza could be tottfeottog at the trip efter 
hto al- weather second to GlU Shaad ftoiL whBa AntUaxtreua won on the course last 
Jriy. tflght City wl act on lha rouse Btar the oB-wrothor vrira. and hto Mast win at Ham6 
ton showed him to be in grwat heart Ha was (uat a bit too nfepy at that trip (In 3f) tor 
Dw Buttarwick Kid, who kept onto ba beaten )uto over hm lengths and now meats Mghi. 
Cty on 5b batter tenns, SatocOon: POLAR PROSPECT 


Hamilton 


HYPERION 

2.00 Stylish Ways 2.30 Calico Lady3.00 Fpig 
Love 3^30 Di Matteo 4.00 Best Of All 4.30 
Ha nnah’s Usher 

CTUK- ^gi^teada: 1m & VnU - kwk to; im 'tf^ata n^gda. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High tor 5f and BUM diaek fete pasrton. 
•ffight-hand indufetofl courea i^cb 

•Couree b N aftown on B7071. Hamiton VJtoMSteton 

SomSgowl W. ADMISSION: Ckto m Gre reMato an d Pad- 

SHADING JO^VSs a Uaekay2S^D ** 

(Tt2%), N Karwedy 1*-8fi (163%), T tMUtams 13-tB (B. L 

35B^Sdfeaa-— 

IZ551 SSKM 

1 — : — (CLASS F) £3,500 added 6f 

\. J^.irw h«inM8lStetba7WCJfe»SIWfcxataR9 

issSSS 

i S 

l . 71 7 -I** D Crater (7) 7B 

;* C3440 WriDS2S.^TOJFtoB«e81l7_-l*sLlfeaia12 

n D-XW3 

* Q4C06 
B RDM 
8XBM 




a 00600 RDRWWtrp9)Ba*tfrfl85 

4 BBSS FORTY LOWS (iq D Ufiatt 393 JC*TO«7V 

5 46400 SHUTTLECOCK (■.) 0 Qisprren 7 8 10 Pft«wyB)4 

B 06030 BURLESQUEG9) JBettid4B1>— MFtontooS 

7 06400 WntaWESLADYrtfCJRliWCBtarflBe TWXmmz 

B 06046 BREYDONpBJPItarteftSSB VX2 

9 00603 WEE CHRISTY mWIWfcown 3 BS AOsrkSB 

-9 doctored - 

BETTING: 1611Lncy Mj.61 RxtyLo»,6-1 Bnydon.61 WmOmbf, 
161 Boriestina, FboBsh Ratter; 161 HutoMas LadH W ShuOkaaek, 
33 Fkxtomait 

lo ' on l BELLSHILL MEDIAN AUCHON BIAIDEN 
J* 30 ! STAKES (CLASS E) £3,750 added 3YO 
1m If 36yds 

1 30623 DI MATTEO MQBHartwy 90 J Stock 4 

2 022- fflBICHCONrenlONpa^JBaiyBD JQB083 

3 00 LMONBI»GEp«)JHfc90 =^“5! 

4 4 TBQUBACttJLCuwnSD — R Rranchl 

5 06 THE PBDA1H1 ROCHE pIRCraggs 90 AQ*ffle2 

-5dedmd- 

BETT6I 7-4 KUatteo, 2-1 Tfep*. 7-2 Umcto Bridge, 62 Con- 

nacdwi, 361 The Paatoer Roche 

nrnn \ SUNDAY MAIL HANDICAP (QUALIFIER) 
1^W| (CLASS E) £5,000 added 1m 65yds 

i SSSS BSSBiWBRBiirfS 

i S 

7 sea® STDWL^S (13) (CtB JGckfe792 — J Biw4JI3 

l TO£OFfTCHTpo)(Bf)JL^»5B8 AQW-MlQ 

9 03306 WBtSTONt1B2)(D) JBc g«iSa 4 -■ ^*5,* 

O 00065 WAGGAMOONflO^U Wtar484 J lParexg jqa 

« 28006 SAMSPET 097) Rftt»y*71) 

v MU) KIANOHOTH.W RMdfelte'4711— — — ^ TWMtonsB 
* SWgTN0TCWfeaLPitoatM7C— — Jta=*fey(7)r I 

14 ff ffian BAUYKBSANGa.(J12)N ^00(15710 SMMoneyll . 

_ 14 {Sidirsd ■ 

Mrtwn mag* 7#**.** ^ “ 
ud., m 79t a—w uua 13b. afewvBto arar ud. 


Boy, 261 Myitfle Rfefl. SW rthBrt 

^ai i g MAIDEN AUCTION 

(250] JSSS&Om (class Ejcyjoo 

1 added 2YO 5f 

, ' 3 flwffia 

i rs? 

'■^SSSSSSSSSSSSSiSS^ 


gSSfe'Sisswsfa— — 

B-1 p-»»ni/uL Btooaa Moon. 12-1 Artani. 14-1 Al 

1 - q Rl CLYDE VALLEY HANDICAP (CLASS F) 

|4.3P| £ 3 ,o 00 added 5f 

! 530010 HANHAHS USHER (9) (D) B Baa »B9 *—? *"** 

2 o£sD HYPESUPBBOR WAM^486_— -——Afefey 8 B 

■ sSSSS 

& ssass.5 
: ss 

5 S 


w aSaiaato'ifl^^ 1 


Southwell 


HYPERION 

2.20 Trakelor 2L50 KHIamey Jazz 3J20 Kass 
Alhawa 3.50 The Donk 4^0 Ice Age 4.50 
Sunset Harbour ' 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 51 -outstdo; reminder -toakta. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona. 

•fibresand surtace; left-hand shorn real courea 

•Course to 3rn SE o< town and 5m VV of Newark- Roteston Junc- 
tkxiacfotos course. ADMISSION: Cfeb £12; 'fetlereaBs £8 {OAP 
mambere of coureoto Diamond CUi OL aceomperied mdar-lGs- 
fra4 CAR PARK: RBft 

•LEADMO IRABBS: M Johrwtan 46234 (20SM S Bowrtofl 44062 
(B2»)1 R Hottowharel 36395 fa W). D Chapman 34-30B pB»). 
•LEADMG JOCKEYS: J CUnn 84-483 |B9%) Dean McKoown 
27-328 $2%). F Lynch 34-178 (OB* l R Cochran* 26154 (B%) 
•FAVOURITES: 540-1556 (347%). 

BLHWEItB) FIRST TIME: Btueprtnt {vtoorert, 220), KaUoy God- 
d— a Pag, LtonmonB (4J0). 

I o"oh"l MAGNOLIA HANDICAP (CLASS F) 

I £3.000 added 3YO 1m 4f 

1 aw BUJB>nnfflPF)LidftM*vtoB7^DHmkonaY 

2 2643 LONGBONDp4SMJ*mktt97 PRoUnam5 

3 06630 DSdARDIA (34 J Batoca97 -WMa7 

4 55066 DISCO TEX (13$ UWEBteBby88 S Ftorereore (7) 1 

5 0043 THE FDR LAGBI J Warton 7 13. AMchoCt(7)Z 

6 0000 SPKXGH.(7)PareB712 .A McCarthy (3) B V 

7 -06601 TRAKHOR(10}(tyHHoinhead7t)fta4 J(2ukn4 

6 542434 RWEH FROMTTHI & , M Lktoar 7 1) PDoaB)3 

-tdactand- 

MMrarnMgtte7!X10tLlluBiBndccpM43taEllatafar7lriaii l f9i>arnon- 

flSrMTfe 

BETTING: 62 BtaapiM, 61 Lang Band, 61 Dantardto, 13-2 Tkaa For 
l^a« 61 Splea EM, 161 TMakK 12-1 Obcolta, J4-1 Rrer tartar 

foTEnl CAMELLIA CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added 3YO 1m 

1 03B4 AMBHI REGENT (77) PHaatane7 CLnfearp)J 

2 64611 KllAHNEY JAZZpept^ NUtrrxxlm95AlieCai*vP)BB 

3 6040 RTSTSJ) STAR {10) J Bony B 13 G Cater 6 

4 822500 SHMB>M0NXEy(37)(C19MvNianufey81I 

. p pnav 

5 433530 SUH FfOOfl (17) J L Hwrh 8 7 ! S Samara 2 V 

B 5002 SPHN6 BEACON (7) C Aten 8 4 MwlfeDwyarS 

7 600 PUIWffi(17)PDfetonBD Jfeksil 

8 enooro WDOOIAIfl»PHa CTOMO tepl«ri7T2,SCMnn(7)4 

-Bdaetond- 

BETTINQ: ISA KBwnay Jkb. 84 Aabar RagasC 61 RyMtaidEtw; 163 

Simp Hiwltij It 1 Tfflm rrinr in i ffirtij nnwmn, n 1 Othara 

PETUNIA HANDICAP (CLASS Q £4jX» 

1 CQOnO MR FROSTY pi) (OD) W Jure 6 9 S _SSwtan5 

2 2060 SEA^ YA MATTE p1)R SBnwfngA 99 CTkegm(3)10 

3 5®« F»MeseJWwtn4BB_ PRobknnUB 

4 DC-1 M»«fl9Taaft^w3S7W RCdthreoaS 

5 00400 KA8-EY GOOCKS (13) R Aiirstonfl 5 9 B RPiicaBB 

6 -34505 DSaRAEM(qp)DIAn^Satoifl91.Cli)«ttwfl11 

7 ZD440 CWLUZ(5B)(CO) KarV»«9l B CaHaghan (7) B 

S 60000 KDMASTapq®MBGRMB4a6-_ Dffi^«7V 

9 0006 SALFORD LAO(28)GWtaga«5„ — P»lEd(Jwy4 


V B322E2 CHSVU. GROOM f!9 1®) D Shw 7 8 1 A Urfterttiy (3) 2 

H 124504 KASS ALHAWA (0) (C) (D) DChopnan 5BQ JQufeo14 

V -T25W PRWCtfW.B0Yp3) (CD) JGfcwrSBO F Norton 1 

13 534530 'AWESOME VENTURE (18) (plfl M Chteteteh B 7 It 

S Ctereon (7) 13 

H 465426 ROCHEA (4B) IAa N Macafey 47® HBaM(3)3 

-14dactored- 

Mhknum wagftc W 10b. 7h® Aarnfinp "t&t Rsetaa 7« 7th. 

SEITWa 7-2&IO, MtOmABrnm, IWMrfmsfy.61 Mo#* Soy, 
61 Kfey Goddatt, 161 Ctafco, BMhnl Lad, Bn ti Mato. 12-1 Cheor- 
W Groom, Daobiaa. 161 Fkm 261 Rocbaa, SS-1 ctbare 

o cnl TULIP MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
l *'°~ l (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2YO 5f 

1 - BWVALE P Haatan B B C Leafier (3) 11 

2 CYR0MJtewB7 PRobtantS 

a 43 JACKESBABY(7) WGM1Ungr87 TSpnfea 1 

4 4 POCOftO) IICtWiBG. Ba4Eddwy4 

5 33 THE !XJHK (19) (BF) 9 Rotwsl 8 5 Iona Wretto (5) 3 

6 TBEMMOTmilsG(taaBB4 DBtggilO 

7 AB8E BUI EYES MW Safety 8 2 JMaGlnan7 

B 00 CASMQ (B) B FUklQ 8 1 JUnS 

B 4 CLASSY ABSTONE pi) P Brans 8 1 AUcCwtty (3)G 

fi 6 PASHA (30) NTlrUerB 1 KknTMdBr2 

It HKK Otg FARTHW GJ Beny B 1 G Carter B 

BETTING: 1M Cynv 1D630 Jaddsfe Bbr 61 Hak One FOrthku, 61 
- Pooo, 7-1 BrtiMle, 61 Tha Dank, 161 Bessy Abataaa, 161 Tkaa In 
MoUon, 261 Abtaia Bhioyaa, 25-1 othaea 

I a Of) I BEGONIA SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
ESL500 added 6f 

1 3-1043 ICEAGE(4q(CD)(BF)RVfens4BD.. DBfega7 B 

2 065084 BOFFYp)fama9a&595 HPutwmS 

a 06000 CAPTAIN CARAT (7) (□) 0 Chapman 7 B5 JQctanBB 

4 P00QO BfU3SSAMp7)NUtemfen5BB A UcCadhy (3)3 

5 -68203 THERtSKiHIRMBt (7) (D) WGMlrrer j9S.CLnritar(3)B 

8 0 aWNi(7)JL Haris 5fl0 SSBndnl 

7 00605 80NSZZLEGQ JFfcrehmeSBB DHantaonB 

8 0*40 OIETQGO(7) JBanySBB PBndfey(7)4 

8 85000 PICCOLO CAI7V0 ftflj (C) MnQRsas364 F Norton B 

*■ flt — 

BETTING; 130 lea Age, 61 Boo State, 61 Ths Frisky Ftrmw; 7-1 On* 
16 Go. 161 Captain CaraL 161 Piccolo Cattvo, 161 Bally, 261 EiataM 
Bam, 33-1 Demi 

[Xqnl FREESIA HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^)00 
added fflllea & mares 5f 

1 45607 PIZZICATO (IZj (D) R VWvnS 4 « 0 jjQflBhsffl2 

2 1B6 AUM0DE (227) ffq J G fimyWJsbcuna * B tLR PadwraS 

a 36035 AHOTHB1 BATCHWORlH (30) (D) EVHawtarSB V — 

ADteypjeB 

4 -04H3 MAHr JANE (3^ (D) J Bony 3 9 B Ctffltohwffl7 ; 

5 03006 PHARAfltf3iKJY(1Bfl(D) A Nm*CCnbeS94-SDrm»ca10 
B SOBCh SUNSET HARBOUR (12) (0)SKanatol 5 It f) .Fret Edifey 12 

7 36480 SUPER GBL (17) (CD) C Dwyer 3 86. FLyneh5 

8 HOBO SSBM3E(T7)DShw488 JFsretaig 1 B 

a 06456 supeRFmspnn wa LSUttaiBB4 — J1 ttacfeaaaB 
« 00060 LACHSSS R McGrti 5 B 2 M Baird 0)4 

11 64033 HARHO 5T7£ET(TQp)P EienaS 7 C^AMcCtodf (2)8 V 

12 60000 L«ereOHG(XODChpiBh37B_™_JQ*«118 

-Udadared- 

BemNG:6l SmwtlfetQut 61 Pteriofe 61 MartnoSbaaL 162 Mary 

Jwio, 61 Atoraoda, 161 Anodwr BBtahsartA, t2-1 (YtarwhY Joy, Su- 
parirfe, 161 Sqm Gafl,2M ottwre 


CHESTER 

2.10: ERUPT comes into this race 
in good form and is ideally drawn 
near the rails in stall two, should 
go welL Mldyan Queen, in stall 
one, might be the main danger. 
□□□ 

240: SCORNED supplemented 
his eight-length success in a Don- 
caster stakes race over a mile on 
Lincoln day with an equally-fiuent 
six-length triumph over Last 
Christmas in the lm 2f Stanmore 
Stakes at Kexnpton's Easter fix- 
ture. He can complete a hat-trick. 
Mnshraaf and Prolix should pose 
more problems than THdenL 

□□Q 

3Jfc RIYADIAN, who has had in- 
jury problems, showed he retains 
plenty of ability with a highly 
creditable four-length third to 
Germane in the Group Three 


First show 


Chester 

— 2.10 


Hone 

C 

H 

L 

T 

tanlMfem 

W 

M 

91 

91 

Sfekaadv 

32 

M 

61 

W 

GnBteDrara 

M 

51 

51 

91 

MMItaBw 

KH 

»I 

51 

91 

Blft 

B1 

91 

191 

M 

AfeEfcSan 

tJ-1 

191 

e-i 

91 

FkfltagCtaqp 

14-1 

■B-1 

D-1 

61 

tafenOwre 

W 

144 

11-1 

W 

-tataCMta 

14-1 

a-i 

U4 

H-1 

fetae 

»1 

191 

291 

291 

BcdOnTtaAn 

aw 

V 

2M 

aw 

DaiaUlW 

aw 

254 

254 

291 

BtaHopa 

354 

291 

254 

291 

ICtetHnaate 

254 

291 

254 

254 

Uakfefr 

2D-1 

B-1 

291 

291 


*1 

291 

ftl 

354 


GHhnmaawdBrfeaottipaaB LHH 
C- Qg4 H-feWL-UxbdmS-SkrfqT-'hb 


Afternoon results 


CHESTER 

2.10:1. BLUNDELL LANE (D Sweeney) 
12-1: 2. Marion Maas U-1; 3. Mantles Pricte 
8-1:4. Ntaglc RWnbaw 10-1 16 ran. 7-1 ]t 
favs F«st Franc, Torrent (Oth). 4 V*- (AJsrvts, 
DidcrtV -Rmc EaatJ; £325* £37a E24ftE3aa 
OR £22720. CSF: OT&47 Trfcast ES8553L 
TtaESCOSQ 

2AO: 1. BOOFARI MUKA (M Mb) 5-4 for, 
2. Ooawy Lodge 5-1; X Royal Ortgtna 6-1 

10 ran. 'A. ixl (S HBs, Lamboum) Toto: 
E2D0; StOL £240 E2XL DR £320 CSF: S7A0 
TnaCMXI 

3- 10: 1. SILENCE IN COURT (A MaCk- 
«y) 162; 2. TUmpota 61: 6 Laonato36t: 
4. Cyrtan 14-1 18 ran. U-£ tar Top Cee& 
2. 'A. (A BaSny; Tarportay). Tfate: E640; CL60 
£220. £7X30, EtiOL DF: £2050 CSF: £WlO& 
Trtcasc 53,12977. THo: £48480 

3A&1. HIGH AND LOW pHotarxf) 4-1; 
2. Rambling Rosa 16S far; 3. Dus South 
61 B ran. a 4 (B Ms. Lamboian). Tota: 
£470; C17Q £UQ £150 DF: £320 CSF: £S72. 

4.15: 1. ENCHANT (W Ft SwHxjm) 4-1; 
Z. AJoha Dancar 7-2; 3- Muskrel TWt*t TI -fl 
Ik B ran. hcL & W Stouta Newnukei). %te 
£560; £160, E13Q Ml DR £1060 CSF: 
£1727. Trio: £360 NR: AshtoUi Bakat 
4JHe 1. MGH AND IKGHTY (Ft FfrenCh) 
«-1; 2. Dutch Lad 12-1 ; 3. Cfndar HBta 

11 ran. 7-2 ffw Intimate, 'h, Vh. (J Gooden, 
NawmoricBt). IMk £1370; £260 £4BD £190 
DF: £22650 CSF: £11572. TrtcasC £77408 
Trio: £15870 

Jacfepot not won. Pool otQ%7B826 carried 
forward to Chester mday 
Ptacapoe £83-10. Quadpot £2350 
Ptaca 6: £ttfi Place 5: £3260 

CHEPSTOW 

2J»: 1 . KILBRIDE LAD (R Johnao^ 1 -2 
lav; 2. Rainbow Star 61; 6 Waft On By 
11-2 4 tan. 2V* 20 (D Ntehotecn) Tbta: £150 
DF: £120 CSF. £260 

2£fc 1. BRAMBLBfllJ. DUKE p Kaly) 
61 ; 2 TtaAQar 12rt; 3. Davotto 3-1 far, 4. 
Macy 11-1 16 ran. 6 'k (Mas Vfenetfa 
WMenw) Rife £20; CL50 £420 £160 £230 
OR SB1SO CSF: £7264 TKcaat: £24600 Dto: 
£11600. 

326: 1. WSJ. TIMED fC Maude) 0-1; 
2. General Pongo 13-2; 3. Fredtfla Muck 
7-2 fa* 11 ran. aht-hd, ft (R Frost). Tbfe 
C1730; £370 £220 £150 DF: £4070 CSF: 
£6966 Trfcast £25446. Tito: £4500 
3JHfc 1. HJAAME HARRY (A Bcfcofete) 
IB-1 : Z Kreef 9-8; 3. Not Forgoitan 61 12 
r*n.6-4tavWoodstodcVVanderef (tel).(S3t 
’MACam«.Tbla:£e60;£270£1SO£25a 
DF: £10740 CSF: £3264 Trfcast £64682 
THo: £18720. 

4- 28:1. FALSE TAIL (Mr JTtzzard) 6-4 
far; 2 . Oww nb wa a -&Z: a. Good Uxridng 
Guy 25-1 15 ran. ft hd. (R Bartel ibfe 
£290; £190 £2.70 SASH OF: £300 CSF: 
ErtSftlrio'. E780Q NR: RMa Crazy 

<LS5: 1. GALATASORI JANE (MrJTiz- 
sn() TI>££ Hurricane Honks 14-1; 3. Gta- 
vum 25 - 1 ; 4. Darring Bridge tJ-1 IB m. 
H-4tavSaizaThe Ctay 2, V!> (P Metals). 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


Gordon Richards Stakes over 
lm 2f at Sandown on Whitbread 
day. Better over this longer dis- 
tance, he can oblige al the main 
expense of Memorise, a useful per- 
former last season who is expect- 
ed to be even better this year. 

OQQ 

3-40: 22 GOV'S DANCER, proven 
over this tight track, ran a crack- 
ing race when 37? lengths second 
to Swino (8Tb worse off today) at 
Thirsk last month and, coming out 
of stall two today, has good 
prospects. Superior Prenumn. in 
stall one, looks the danger. 
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Tbfe £520; £120, E&Bft £760, OMGk Dual 
Forecast: £6460 CSF: £7129. Tricast: 
Eieeaaa tho: £wa3o 

Ptacapot: £8740. Ouadpot £1740 
Ptaca S: £14726. Ptaca 6: £8266 

MUSSELBURGH 

2J00: LTHOHNABY G1RLU Carol) 5-1; 
2. Red Symphony Tt-4; 3- Granny Heton 
to-1 B ran. 5-8 tov Executive Brent (4th). hd. 
2 (T D Barron. Th nk) Tb fe £H30: SATO. 
£460 DF: £950 CSF: C18S. Non Rimer 
FfedtaSaba 

260: 1. FEARLESS BRAVE (J Fading) 
7-2: 2- SummarMI Spaetaf avarrs Iwr, 3. 
Rond 7-1 6 ran. 2, 3. (C Thornton, M0- 
clehamLTbfe E58C: £330 £m DF: £300 
CSF: EBrft 

3JW: 1. DALLY BOV (L Chrenock) 14-1; 
2. Al On 3-1 ; 3 Northern Motto 7-1 13 ran. 
5-2 fav Spstream. hd. i 'fc (T Eastertjy fetf- 
ton). Tote: £1660; £360 £190. £520 DF: 
£2240 CSF: £5554 Trfcast £31022 Trio: 
55780 

3B5: 1 . BALLANTRAE BOY (J McAutoy) 
7-4 tac 2. BowcHIb Grange 3-1; 3. Gar- 
nock Valtoy 7-2 8 ran. 1 7 S 3'A. (J Gokla 
KBmemock). Tbfe £260; £Uft £ 2 St £150 
Dual Forecast £340 CSF: £573. Urease 
£1231 

44)5: 1. CIRCUrTEER (C Lowtoai) 4-1; 
2 Staopy Baby SOI; a Howfee Chotoa 7-2 
9 ran. 5 'k. (J Berry Coekarharn) Tbfe £420; 
£190 £370 EDO DF: E339BQ CSP. CMQB7. 
Trio: £7330 

433c 1. GENUINE JOHN (L Chtanock) 
ti-2; 2 hnpiJaiva Air 6-1; ft Coamic Caae 
9-1 14 ran. 5-1 tar Up hi Ftarrras. Th. ’A. M 
Parkas, Maton). Tbfe £750; E2J0 £290 
£330 OF; £3260 CSF: £3482 Tricut: 
£2B12ft Trio: £26030 part won. Pool ol 
£9533 to Chaster 440 today. 

F*tacapot: £2530 Quadpot EfeUO 
Ptaoa K 0466ft Ptaca 5: £1794 

Evening results, page 29 


THE- 

INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

UVE COMMENTAHIESj Hgm) 
CHBIH I 971 981 

HAM1II0N 972 982 

SOUTHWHi 973 983 

| ALL COURSES RESULTS 

' 0891 261 970 

cfeawfere’wfef.iis.fe.iowtaiMtcatW 




4 




THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 7 MAY 1996 

28 


28/SPORT 




inadequate rules on weight loss give cause for grave concern 


NEWS that Spencer Oliver is like- 
ly to make a full recovery from the 
brain injury he sustained at the Royal 
Albert HaD last Saturday ought not 
to suggest that everything possible 
has been done to lessen the perils 
of boxing. 

Medical safeguards put in place 
seven years ago after Michael 
W&tson was left paralysed following 
a violent defeat against Chris Eu- 
bank were unquestionably critical to 
Oliver’s welfare when he collapsed 
in the ring after being knocked out 
by Sergei Devakovin defence of the 
European super-ban tamwe ight title. 

Of course, it is impossible to 
make the hardest sport entirely 
safe, but as Oliver is the third fight- 
er to be seriously hurt in a British 


ring since June last year there is 
room for even closer scrutiny. 

Oliver’s relieved manager, Jess 
Harding, who cannot be held ac- 
countable, insists that the 23-year- 
old fran Barnet experienced no 
problems in making the stipulated 
super-bantamweight limit of 8st 
debate bemga few ounces over 
shortly before he went to die scales 
last Friday. 

However, it is unlikely that 
Oliver found himself entirely com- 
fortable at the poundage and was, 
in common with many of his con- 
temporaries, perhaps fighting low- 
er down the weight scale than 
caution advises. 

Acting on the established link 
between dehydration and brain 


damage, plenty of people in beating 
believe that the British Board’s 
guidelines on weight loss are inad- 
equate. Certainly, no more hnpor-. 
taut issue should have been on the 
Board’s agenda when it met yester- 
day. 

Tb my mind, it is no coincidence. 

that heavyweights, for whom an ap- 
pearance on the scales is a mere 
formality, are seldom involved in 
the kind, of incident that again 
brought deep anxiety to the ring- 
ride last Saturday. 

The manager who told me this 
week of fighters and trainers 
attempting to cheat on weight was 
speaking ofa matter that should be 
be addressed urgently by the sport’s 
administrators. 



that Nigel Berm was 51b overweight 
48 boors before the weigb-in; this in 
the week that ^ communication 
from the Commonwealth body had 
warned managers of die dangers 


knocked out in the seventh round by 


awl/ w MNy — firm 

just released from a concentration 


If the mtrocfaictiqn of ^jurabr* or 
'super 0 championships enabled. 


KEN JONES 


Some of the stories are fright- 
ening. In 1990, after a hard contest 
against Chris Eubank for the World 
Baring Organisation middleweight 
championship dm* saw him stopped 
in the mirth round, it was revealed 


of trying to oome in below their nat- 
ural weight, the problem has not 
beenefinrinate^BfcqxmsflM^i^ 
with the basing authorities but an 
important truth is that the figjhtexs 
themselves cannot be busted: 
Triced long before big changes in 


a famous picture shows tljc-fonner 
world flyweight champion, Jackie 
Patterson of Scotland, after .being 


before the contest sitting aext to a 

.boiler wrapped. in a blanket. • . 

A world-wide decision to move 
weigh-ins back 24 hours has allevi- 
ated the most serious problems in 
weight making (fighters often enter 
the ring considerably heavier than 
they were on die scales) but the 
damage. may already have. been 
done by miscalculation. One fight- 
er admits privately that he got with- 
in weight for a tide contest only by 
starving himself for the final two 


Gerald McQennan in 1995 when 
defending the WoridBoxmgCoMn- 
cflsuperSiiddleweight title against 
Nigel Benn brought about stricter 
^tormgo^eightbe^^ 


^JcSitests.WhattUssug^ts 

is that someboxers and framers are 

^Stfrtated in foeaftermafo <rf test 
week’s disturbing experience, some 

of us who have been aroimd boamg, 
for many years and think it to be foe 

most basic, natural and uncompli- 
cated of athletic competitions have 
been given cause to wonder whether 

it is worth the candle. 

This is not to suggest that Oliver 
, , . Innlr Hilt 


ative. 

The terrible injuries sustained by 


the utmost severity. 


Jansen’s low-key 
approach faces 
final passion test 


NERVOUSNESS led Celtic to 
throw away another chance to 
clinch the Scottish League tide 
last weekend, conceding a late 
equaliser to Dunfe rmlin e. Their 
failure inspired Charlie Nicholas 
to muse: “There is one massive 
doud hanging over the club af- 
ter that result. I honestly believe 
that if Celtic blow the title, 
they will never recover from it." 

Nicholas, a former Park- 
head idol and the kind of ex- 
citing and effective striker who 
would not go amiss in the green 
and white hoops now, dearly 
fears for the effect on morale 
of blowing the chance to break 
Rangers' stranglehold on the 
title after 10 years. 

The understated WIm 
Jansen has had only 10 months 
as Celtic’s manager to steer the 
club out of that nightmare 
decade. His arrival caught 
everyone by surprise, but the 
shock was as - nothing when 
compared to Jansen's intro- 
duction to Glaswegian rivalries. 

The 53-year-old former 
Dutch international has admit- 
ted that he did not quite com- 
prehend the scale of the Old 
Firm’s grip an the people who 
follow them. Anything less than 
the three points which Celtic 
need from their final league 
match at home to St Johnstone 
on Saturday to edge out Rangers 
and deny their greatest rivals that 
record 10th title and, it seems, 
the dub might disintegrate. 

Celtic's 45,000 season ticket 
holders - an average attendance 
of 50,000 has made the club the 
ninth best supported in Europe 
- have already bought their 
seats for next season. But 
whether they and the thousands 
of children who flood the dub 
superstore win continue to do so 
on the back of a championship 
capitulation is questionable. 

The ripples of failure will 
spread far and wide, too. Celtic 
have more than 2,000 regis- 
tered supporters in Tbronio 


On Saturday Celtic have a last chance to stop 
Rangers taking a 10th successive Scottish title. 
Phil Gordon looks at the man behind the team 


alone. There are more in the 
United States and Australia and 
even one recently exiled Glasgow 
priest in Sao Paulo who keeps up 
to date with his other faith via 
the Celtic Web site. Those who 
follow one of Europe’s biggest 
dubs win be willing Jansen, this 
most cosmopolitan of coaches, 
to perform the most parochial of 
jobs: to put one over on Rangers. 

It not an exaggeration to sug- 
gest that the future of an or- 
ganisation whidi had a turnover 
of more than £21m last year and 
is worth about £100m on the 
stock market rests on foe shoul- 
ders of a quiet man who seems 
to have silenced a tradition of 
passion on foe pitch. 

While Arsdne Wenger has 
stilled any criticism of his own 
uncharistnatic presence by pro- 
ducing a brash and eyecatching 
Arsenal team which is foe an- 
tithesis of its coach, his old ad- 
versary north of the border has 
merely made Celtic in his image. 

Wenger and Jansen encoun- 
tered each other in Japan’s 
JJjeague where Wenger coached 
Grampus Eight and Jansen was 
in charge of Sanfrecce Hiroshi- 
ma. Both met scepticism when 
they beat more favoured names 
to land two of foe biggest jobs in 
Britain. In Jansen's case, it was 
Bobby Robson, whom most 
Celtic fens, and the dub chair- 
man, Fergus McCann, bad 
pinned thdr hopes on; at foe time 
foe farmer E ngland manage r was 
stepping down at Barcelona. 

Jansen has had to win over 
a lot doubters, which be began 
to do after disastrously giving 
Rangers a six-point start in the 
league by losing the opening two 
matches. He made Celtic a 
tighter, more compact side who 
were more tactically aware: as 


Liverpool almost found to their 
cost in the Uefa Cup. Yet de- 
spite a four-month unbeaten 
league run that ended in the re- 
cent defeat by Rangers at Ibrox, 
Jansen’s caution has neutered 
a side that is now too scared to 
commit to attack, even if ft had 
the resources. 

Supporters who gorged them- 
selves last season on 70 goals 
alone from their erstwhile strik- 
ers Rene van Hooijdonk, Jorge 
Cadete and Paolo Di Canio 
have been fed a meagre 62 Pre- 
mier goals this term. Three wins 
in the last eight matches reflects 
foe fact that their goal touch has 
deserted them during the nm-in. 

Quite what the Dutchman 
makes of it is a mystery. Jansen, 
who has a clause in his three-year 
. con tract that would allow him to 
bail out at the end of the season, 
only speaks to foe media at pre- 
and pcst-match conferences and 
does not do one-to-one inter- 
views. The man who played in 
two World Cup finals for foe 
Dutch may be, as Johan Cruyff 
said of his former colleague, 
“one of only four people in foe 
world worth talking ftwtbah to” 
but few outside bis Parkhead 
dressing-room can testify to that 

Jansen’s playervlefend bis 
honour. “Wim treatSyou like an 
adult," the central defender 
Alan Stubbs said. “He asks 
your opinion, even if it's a crit- 
ical one. Let’s just say that he 
is a bit different to Bruce Rioch, 
my manager at Bolton." 

In the spirit of Dutch free 
thinking, Jansen ditched the tra- 
ditional hotel hideaway before 
big games. “The players said they 
would prefer to be at home 
rather than stuck in a hotel a way 
from their own beds," foe mid- 
fielder Phil O’Donnell explained, 



Numan 
follows 
coach to 
Rangers 

By Rupert Metcalf 


6r 




Wim Jansen’s faltering Celtic have one last hurdle to dear in pursuit of salvation 


Photograph: Scottish Daily Record 


“so he agreed. He tries to make 
it as low key as possible." 

Maybe too low-key. Celtic 
have lacked the spark that char- 
acterised prevknis generations of 
green and white. Will it be pos- 
sible to be low key on Saturday 
against St Johnstone with a title 
at stake? That is Jansen's aim. 

“We know there wIU be a lot 
of tension," he said after the dis- 


appointment at East End Park 
last Sunday. “But we can cope. 
It was not pressure that cost us 
at Dunfermline but one goal 
that came out of nothing. Oth- 
erwise, we were seven minutes 
away from winning the league. 

“Everyone keeps asking us 
about foe pressures of the 
championship. I don’t want my 
players thinking that, so we 


train as normal and behave as 
we always have." 

Jansen the player was in foe 
Feyenoord team who defeated 
Celtic to win the European Cup 
in 1970, and in the great Dutch 
team he was the grafting pres- 
ence behind the flamboyance of 
Cruyff and Johan Neeskens. 
Yet any attempt to elicit an 
anecdote or two has proved 


fruitless. Like his side he gives 
nothing away. “I don’t tike look- 
ing badk," he says. Tt is the same 
here. Anything that has gone 
wrong is in foe past, so I forget 
it and move on to the next 
game." 

Celtic's supporters will know 
by 4.40pm on Saturday if Jansen 
has given them cause to look 
back in anger. 


RANGERS yesterday began '' 
their summer rebuihfmg prt>r 
g ramm e by agreeing to pay a . ’ 
reported £5m for PSy Exndr . 
hoven’s Dutch intemational 
defender, Arthur Numan •• * 

The 29-year-old left-bat*, * ' 
who. is expected to be a starter 
for the Netherlands at foe 
World Gap. fe following the PSV 
coach, Dick AdvocaaJ, who is V 
replacing Walter Smith at forest, 
to Scotland. 

... . “This is my first buy for ' ■ * 
Rangers and there wffl bea mm- 
" imum of three others ^ maybe _ 
from' Holland or maybe from 
other countries," Advocaat said 

Not so happy was tbf PSV 
chairman. Hairy vanRaay. He 
saidr . “I'tiin disappointed be- . - 
cause Numan has Chosen lo go 
to Rangers/whichl cannotun- 
derstand. ITT was Vpbjyer/I 
would not frave chrisaaSdofland 
for my career." 

Juninho, Atietico Madrid’s “ 
former Middlesbrough mid- 
fielder, yesterday expressed his 
fr u stration over his omission 
fromBrazU’s Wbrid Clip squad. 

- BforiL’s^ttoach/'Mmio. Za- ; 
galto, said on Tuesday when 
naming the squad that he was 
concerned abotn jumnho's fit- ; 
ness after a three-month ab- 
sence following abroken ankle jjL 
suffered in.earfyFEhrnaiy. 

However, yesterday Juranho ■ 

said; “I have totally recovered. 

I did everything I could to be .. 
ready lo play in foe World Cup. 
’•‘“There are certain players • 
who do not maintain good dis- _• 
dphneandyet bag all the prizes 
going. l am going to have tb re- 
flect, whether it's worth having . 
that discipline or not." 

Ron Noades, the Crystal 
Palace chairman, has helped 
pave the way for foe completion 
of foe sale of the dub to Mark 
Goldberg by loaning him mon- 
ey to buy foe freehold to Sel- 
hurst Park, which Goldberg 
needs as security on Palace’s 
£5m overdraft Noades said 
yesterday that he had received 
invitations to buy four other 
dubs, inducting Brentford 


All eyes on Luyt as Springboks fear boycott 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

VERNON PUGH and the In- 
ternational Rugby Board may 
consider England’s Premier- 
ship dubs to be the root of any 
evil to be found in foe world 
game, but the forces propelling 
South Africa towards another 
debilitating period of isolation 
make foe political ructions at 
Twickenham look like a church 


fete. Ibday, the leading Spring- 
bok Test players were meeting 
with lawyers to prepare foe 
ground for legal action in foe 
event of a cancellation of this 
summer's tour programme. 

The country’s National 
Sports Council has given Louis 
Luyt, the self-styled Mr Big of 
Springbok rugby, until foe end 
of today to resign as president 
of foe South African Rugby 
Football Union and take his en- 
tire 13-man executive with him. 


The Sarfu hierarchy, due to 
meet in Johannesburg, was ex- 
pected to stand firm in spite of 
appeals from provincial muons, 
major sponsors, broadcasters 
and players, including Chester 
Williams, foe only blade mem- 
ber of the Springboks’ 1995 
"World Cup-winning squad. 

“If they dig in, we’ve got trou- 
ble on our bands," said one Sar- 
fu insider yesterday. “The NSC 
will not be content with asking 
onions around the world to can- 


cel thefr summer tours. They will 
also go straight to government 
level and say they cannot guar- 
antee the safety of rugby tourists. 
A boycott would almost certainly 
mean the Springbok players 
faking court action for loss of 
earnin g s After all, their liveli- 
hood Is at stake.” 

England, Ireland, Wales, 
Australia and New Zealand are 
all scheduled to. play in South 
Africa over the next four 
months. “With the government 


behind the NSC, I believe they 
could bring about a boycott," 
said Keith Parkinson, president 
of foe powerful Natal province. 
•“I don’t even want to think 
about that This province be- 
lieves that the solution is for Dr 
Luyt to stand down, but I doubt 
veiy much if it will happen." 

Williams, an enduring sym- 
bol of foe 1995 “Rainbow Na- 
tion" Springboks, pleaded with 
Luyt to quit. “I think the touts 
should go ahead and foe Sarfu 


president is the one who can 
save them by resigning," said foe 
Western Province wing. 

The NSC has accused Luyt 
and his colleagues of allowing 
racism, nepotism and corruption 
to contaminate their r unning of 
foe game and were angered by 
the union's decision to force 
President Mandela into testi- 
fying in court during Sarfu’s suc- 
cessful blocking of a move to 
appoint a legal commission 
with powers of inquiry. 


McRae’s Corsican triumph 


Rallying 


McRAE became the 
rer to win two rounds of 
r^s world championship 
ty after his victory in the 
Rally. The Scot, driving 
ru Impreza, finished 
of the Frenchman 
s Detecour and Italy’s 
iattL 

ae, who also won the 
fy last year, has now tak- 
)f the six championship 
so far this season and 
s Carlos Sainz. of Spain, 

ip of the standings. 


McRae, who survived a dis- 
qualification scare for illegal 
tyres on Monday, finished the 
“Rally of 10,000 Corners" 
27 J2sec clear of Deleconr, who 
was driving a Peugeot 306 MaxL 
He bad an overall time of 
4hr 2min 46.9sec, with team- 
mate Liatti less than three sec- 
onds behind Deiecour in third 
The win puts McRae in pole 
position in foe title race on 24 
points after six of 14 events, 
ahead of Sainz (22) and Eng- 
land's Richard Bums (18). 

Sainz had a miserable day. 
Lying in second after the mid- 
die leg, he slipped back to 


eighth after his Ibyota suffered 
mechanical problems. . 

Subaru — seeking a fourth 
straight title - now lead the con- 
structors’ championship with 
35 points, ahead of Mitsubishi 
and Toyota cm 32 and Ford (25). 
• The China Rally will be in- 
cluded in the world champi- 
onship next season, the 
Intemational Automobile Fed- 
eration president. Max Mosley, 
said yesterday. However, the 
number of rallies, which stands 
at 14, would almost certainly not 
be increased. “The problem is 
logistics and transport for foe 
teams," he said. 


Norman hints at retirement 


GREG NORMAN has given his 
strongest hint yet that be may be 
ready to quit tbe game. Norman, 
who is out of action for five 
months after undergoing shoul- 
der surgery, claimed yesterday 
that he wffl pack up his dubs for- 
ever if he is unable to rekindle 
his enthusiasm for the sport. “I 

get more pain than pleasure now 

by going to foe golf coarse," foe 
Australian said.. 

“That has to change or I'll 
hang them up — in a heartbeat 
- if I can’t turn that around." 


Norman, who turned 43 in 
February, has always said that 
be would review his career in 
the year 2000. But with his 
business career blooming and 
his success on the course wan- 
ing. Norman has not ruled out 
retiring before the millennium 

Before going under tbe sur- 
geon's knife, Norman's form 
this year was urefoaracteristically 
poor. The world’s top-ranked 
golfer for. most of the past 
decide has slipped to No 4 in 
the rankings. 

Norman, who bolds foe du- 
bious honour of being foe only 
player in history to lose all four 


majors in play-offs, will miss 
this year's three remaining 
majors . 

“I think people believe Tm 
more tormented than I really 
am [about losing majors]. The 
Masters I blew to Faldo in 
1996, 1 was back in the office the 
next day," Norman said. 

“If my kids can see what [my 
wife] Laura and I have left 
them when we're gone, and say 
‘thanks’, yet stiU retain their ini- 
tiative to do more and do bet- 
ter. then that's more important 
that the US Masters. That's the 
tournament of life. That's the 
one I want to win." 


Stark to let loose 
on The Moose 


Equestrianism 


By Genevieve Murphy 


IAN STARK could have three 
horses shortlisted for Octo- 
ber’s World Equestrian Games 
in Italy if Tbe Moose, a giant of 
18 bands, achieves a good all- 
round performance in foe Mit- 
subishi Motors Badminton 
Horse Trials which begin today 
in Gloucestershire. 

Stark has already impressed 
with Arakai (10th in the Euro- 
pean Open Championships at 

Burghley last year) and with his 

most recent acquisition. Saucy 
Brawn (fourth in the inaugur- 
al four-star contest in Ken- 
tucky last month). The Moose, 
who was fifth at Blenheim last 
year, could add further distinc- 
tion to Stark's yard in the Scot- 
tish Borders. 

“The Moose has very good 
movement, so he is capable of 
doing well in the dressage M 
Stark said. “But he is a bit 
spooiky and he may want to have 
a good look at the judges’ box- 
es." Despite his size, the big 

horse has proved to be neat and 

arable across country. 

If well-placed after Satur- 
day’s big test. Stark will be re- 


lieved to know that his partner 
is usually a reliable show 
jumper. Last year the Scot 
dropped from first to 13 th with 
five show jumping errors oh ■ 
Stan wick Ghost. 

In foe absence of Mary King . 
(whose two top horses have sus- 
tained minor injuries) and 
William Fox-Pitt (who has bro-/^ 
ken his ankle). Stark and". 
Christopher Bartle will be the - 
only members of Britain '5 win- 
ning European Champion^iip 
team competing atBadmintc 
As always, they will be keepL 
a sharp look-out for the Ne 
Zealanders - in particular 
Olympic gold medallists, Mark 
Tbdd and Bfyth Thit. 

Todd wfllbe riding Broadcast 
News, the winner at Burghley last 
year. Tkit partners A^jyring and 
his 1996 Olympic champion. 
Ready Tfeddy. The charged at- 
mosphere may, however, prove 
distracrfugfor Ready Tfeddy in 
foe dressage. “Tfed won’t find it 


said of the IQ-year-old. it would 
be helpful if the horse's memo- 
ty of his thrilling victory lap in 
Atlanta, where he took a reefc- 
less gallop in front- of 20,000 
cheenpg spectators* has faded 
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Thorpe rights captains* wrongs 
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David Llewellyn 

reports from Canterbury 

Kent 260; Surrey 261-6 
Sur rey veto by four wickets 

ENGLAND'S two captains bad 
one of those days at Canterbury 

yesterday. One fell on his sword, 
the other was put to it. The dis- 
missals of the Tfest captain, 
Alec Stewart, and Adam Hol- 
^ Iioake, England's one-day 
W leader, looked suspect at the 
very least. Honour was served ' 
though as holders Surrey, in 
beating Kent in a reprise of last 
year’s Benson and Hedges Cup 
final, moved through to a home 
tie in the quarter-finals. 

They did so with the help of 
yet another superbly judged half 
century - his third on the trot in 
this competition this season - 
from the Gold Award winner 
Graham Thorpe. The England 
left-hander finished unbeaten on 
85 as he saw Surrey home with 
three overs to spare. 

There was never any chance 
^ that Stewart would contest Min 
™ Patel’s claim for a caught and 
bowled. He was barely 24 hours 
into his new job and would not 
want a controversial start to his 
reign. But although the third 
umpire was not called, television 
replays indicated that the return 
drive by Stewart was grounded 
before being embraced awk- 
wardly by Kent's slow left-arm 
bowler. 

The umpire John Harris did 
not spot any thing wrong and 
Stewart, after a nano second's 
hesitation, walked before the 
umpire could raise his finger, hav- 
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Surrey's Alec Stewart, the new England captain, runs out Kent's Alan Wells at Canterbury yesterday 


ing made a good-looking 40. Lat- 
er Patel said: *As far as I was con- 
cerned I caught the ball deanly.” 
Stewart said: “Min nodded his 
head. The umpire nodded his 
head. I’ve got no problems with 
Min. I wandered off.’ 7 

Adam Hollioake replaced 
him and the hoodoo struck 


again. He was within sight of his 
half-century when Matthew 
Fleming sent down a leg-side 
wide. The ball rebounded off 
the wicketkeeper Steve Marsh’s 
chest and gloves before dis- 
lodging the bails. The replay 
showed Hollioake was not out 
of his ground when the bail was 


dislodged, but the appeal for a 
stumping was upheld by umpire 
Harris at square leg. 

lb suffer one run-out may be 
deemed unfortunate, to suffer 
two an unlucky coincidence, but 
for Kent to allow three was 
downright careless. Matthew 
\falker, Alan Wells and Carl 


Hooper all departed to run- 
outs, and only Walker’s could be 
put down to the opposition’s 
brilliance. The others were fool- 
ish. Hooper was in full flow 
when he fell for 69. 

lb make matters worse for 
Kent, in the same over they had 
already lost Mark Ealham after 


Photograph: Peter jay 


a belligerent half century in bet- 
ter than even time. He fell to the 
leg-spinner lan Salisbury, who 
ended with a very respectable 
2 for 36. Thankfully Marsh was 
able to flay the Surrey attack for 
18 brutal balls in which he 
made 37, including two sixes in 
Saqlain Musbtaq’s last over. 


Vlouse party piece Northants lost in Maddy world 

■ m I This nnir laid the fnimdal ion make the most nf a hard, dr 


abysmal fielding display after 
winning the toss. Russell and 
Wright’s great efforts apart, the 
home batting was unimpres- 
sive too, with opener Tim Han- 
cock's 16 the next best score. 

The Universities captain, 
Anurag Singh, set the tone by 
hitting 56 off 88 balls, with four 
boundaries. He shared a second- 
wicket stand of 96 with Mark 
Chilton. Then came the accel- 
eration the Universities needed, 
with House smashing two sixes 
and seven fours in his 64, made 
off just 44 deliveries. 

Gloucestershire were soon in 
deep trouble at 29 for 3 in re- 
ply before a stand between 
Russell and Wright added 207 
for the fourth wicket. Russell’s 
runs came off 137 bails, with a 
six and eight fours, while 


WILL HOUSE produced a 
memorable all-round perfor- 
mance as the British Universi- 
ties shocked Gloucestershire 
with a seven-run victory - de- 
spite a defiant, unbeaten cen- 
tury from Jack Russell - in the 
Benson and Hedges Cup at 
Bristol yesterday. 

The 22-year-old Kent play- 
er House blasted 64 off just 44 
balls as the students posted an 
impressive 279 for 5 from their 
; 50 overs in the Group C tie. 

Then he weighed in with 5 for 
. 58 to take the Gold Award and 
peg Gloucestershire at 272 
for 9, notwithstanding Russell's 
^ne-day best 119 not out and 93 
Com Tony Wright 

Gloucestershire only had 
themselves to blame after 
spilling three catches in an 


Cricket scoreboard 


Benson & Hedges Cup — =3 

Orxn&y matches M V Renting C Butcher b B C HcSoafco .M 

Durham v Scotland “ts a Mar* not out aj 

OjeSTWCT^Durt-nbMaeol- 

tend by tw> Mown. A P Igfitsadan not out — 0 

Scotland won toes Extras (Ml w* r* 8 ) 22 

SCOTLAND „ Tbtal (lor 9, 50 man) 2» 

B M W Patterson R»w b Betts 6 ft* 1-14, 2 -fiG. 3-tn, 4-202. 5-204. 62U 7. 

BGLoctdec Speight b Wood 54 2 K, 8-231. 9-236 

D B Lockhart b Wood .75 BowOng: Bfcknefi 8-1-32-0; Berjarr*i *>2- 

R A Parsons c Speight b Kfcen 15 37-1 ; BC HoKbakB 5-0-33-1 ; Saqfatrr 10-0- 

J E Brrtrtey nxi out \ 66 - 1 ; Safisbuy 100 - 35 - 2 ; a J Hofcate 

*G Satnond b Ktoen S 7-040-t 

M JdeGASnghamnotout A SURREY 

tA G Ohwwq not out 1 A D Brawn c Wefe b Hooper 48 

Extras (bSS, aria rt>7) 48 fA J Stewart c & b Palal 40 

total (tor 8, 50 overs) 210 G P Thorpe not out » 

F«t 1-26. 2-13S, 3-«4, 4-®4, 5-194, 8-208 ^aaS&SiiSfib FtaJKT 9 
DW not bat C M Wright. Asm Butt. NR U A Bugw c »**£*™9 -fi 

Srflng: Betts WM { M p ^S B nSt^ H ^..:"rT^W 

55B?J? wa: Foster 1CW-2&C; Being A 

Tblal (for 8 , 47 overs) 25t 

_38 Fa* 1 -B& 2-102, 3-ZOQ 4-2B. 6219, 6-222. 

MA B |Sy nm dui”Z 71 DM not bat J E Benjamin. I DKSatobury. 

•n c Bom c Davies b deG ANngtam ....8 Bowtoa: Wady LjHj&i 
PDGofirawoodc Mtogtt bdeGNt&wm IS 38-0; pSrnrg 6-0-3 7-3: Pa? TO-O-SS- 2 . 
tM PSpSwcSaltTOnd b BrinWey — 55 Hooper 7-1-26-1; Ealiam 7-J-3 3-U 

MJfoaeftW yW, ,, JB Umpires JH Harris and JCBettwtma 

® Minor Co v Warwickshire 

N Kfcen notajt LAKB'JHAM: Wa wi ckah l ra bate. Mtoor 

Extras (M, bS tvD Countios by *fx wfcfcata. 

ggsisanszgt sssss r 

(M5-1: OyarXKWM, <*G sc b QjdrSns 1 

SgT ??Si and RA WhSa. .gj BtfR K SS T=j 

Gloucs V British Unlv tPJNWwIsmcPpBrbHainp -7 

BRISTOL: BHtWr UnhraraMaa teat DBPennstlb Hanp 

ggsg»SSKS^ -di 

SS2i53i=J 

M --5A &£ckl3 Brown »*2I- 

gjgSJftgSSSLSS —LM 

1 AJStrauss'rotout ■* WAR WICip H Ilg 

Betas (bK b«X wK nbQ 32 N V KnlpW c Gc Atamjth 5 3^0 . - ^—..^ 

DkS not bat tT M B B*y_R S C Martxv tlSSSSt— » 

Jenkins. B L Hutton. M K Dawes. ^ pJ^JnoloLrt 5 

^pwttno; 'At 8 » IOC-36-1 : Lewlp Bdwlb? bS »*2) r* 

GUXK^EftS^ SfSJSc&rxADRBnwtKJ 

M 8NWM& e h!Si bttiwe '""la Northants v Leic estershire 
MCJBaleLovaridosbMartin-JBnlans 2 NOHTHAMPTOJt Late^mrtjrs: ba« 

C A Walsh eLMBridfp b Horn* =9 Wa rth awploratiba by algW ****■*■- 

Extra* (to* w2anbfl_.: — Noih u nptomNmmioniOBa 

low (tors. 50 own) — ■ rr* ? Northamptonshire a 

FM: 1 -12, 2-2R 3-23, 4-235, 5^*0. S-24£ 7 ‘ gjcapal bw b UwlS — ® 

2SQ 8-264, B-372. M BL«ec Nnm b MJfcity. ^ 

DU not twt: A M Smith. . D J GSaJsscLaMsbAMahr "A 

Bowfinw MBWKlBnWns ^“2^ , *K M Curt» b W8fc ;rzr -*j 

Urap^JFStostotoXlAGTWh^ ]g^Jgf b b JSI:;ii“-o 

Kent v Surrey ? A f SS^wSbM»sa.“--^ 

Ift Sunajrb«rK«*bjrfewr o E fcWcolm not out 

Extras (M> H - 7 -*-" 

TBWteJcBwm bBanjamn ffl £2£^Lbflv 102^4-3; Le*« 6-2-15- 

MJWMfflrruiout r-J 

C L Hooper ran out ® i'S25J22S»3S-a 

APWaferunoui 8 ■ 7*O»0[ Masw 


Wrist’s 93 was scored off 99 de- 
liveries with 10 boundaries -and 
together they seemed to have 
turned the game Gloucester- 
shire’s way. But the students 
held some excellent catches in 
the closing stages and capi- 
talised on some woeful efforts 
by the home lower order. 

A sixthwicket stand of 83 in 
11 overs between Durham’s 
Martin Speight and Mike Fos- 
ter yesterday wreckedScotiancTs 
hopes of their thirdBenson and 
Hedges Cup win in 19 years. The 
Scots made 210 for 6 after 
choosing to bat at Chester-le- 
Stneet and looked certain win- 
ners when they reduced Durham 
to 120 for 5 in the 37th over. But 
Speight hit 55 and Foster 35 to 
set up a two-wicket win with nine 
balls to spare. 


LEICESTERSHIRE 

D L Maddy c Rtotay b Mnl co fcn 89 

IJSutcfffecttbitDnbQqMi 55 

B F Smfth not out 27 


P V Simmons not out . 


PM. t>7, w& nb«.. 

over*). 


-tt 

—18 

-198 


Tbtal (tor 2,39a 
Fatt 1-123, a-T7S 
DU not tat V J Wfefe. A Hebto -C C low* 
tP A Mm* D J Mfcs. T J Mason. A 0 Md- 
bl)L 

BowUog: Malcokn 0-3-42-1: Row 8-2-28- 
0; Penbsrthy 620450; Oman 50-200; 
Caper 60-28-1; Snaps 60-27-0 
UmpiiBttJ Holder and TEJMty 
Benson & Hedges tables 

Group A P W L NR Pis 

Warwick* a 3 10 6 

Lekxs 4 


Nobs. 


3 

-3 

i A 

Ifinor CounOss ~A 
Group B P W L NR Pts 


Derbyshire 
Scotland — 


a 


0 0 6 

1 0 4 

0 0 4 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 


Group C P W L NR Pti 

Surrey 4 4 0 0 6 


Kent. 


Gloucs. 4 13 0 2 

Hampabira 2 12 0 2 

British Unfirs -A 13 0 2 

Group D P W L NR Pts 


_.2 


Iraiand 


2 0 15 

2 0 0 4 
1113 
12 0 2 

0 3 0 0 

SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP (Second 
day of four): Edgbsston: Kent 423 for 6 
dec (R W T Key 89. J H Boidock 73. N J 
Dong TXt S leba] 52no) and 17 tar 0 V\Sr- 

fddahbe 363tor 5 dec (5 J rtwwl « 8 , T 
Rost 87). ChostorfWd:VbrlM*B 204 and 
tn fcr 3 (M J wtxxl 60$ OertwhkB BA New 
Road: NorthamptonstiirB 489 tor 8 dec ( 
K J bssre 197. T CV^ «a GWhto 4a 
M J ftoenstay 4-104); WorcestanMo 26 
far 6 (R M S Weston 94). 

SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP (Pint day 
pfttxree); Bristol UrtrerelbR purta rn300 
tor 6 dec (J A Dalev W2. A Pratt 58not 
aauceato&ro 34 W a Old Thdftmfc 
LmcsdOe 359 tor Bdsc (B Wbod 77. R Amin 
5 -H 5 ): Surrey 17 tor a 
AON TROPHY (One 

I p i . Lwii Bf H i ti 236 tor 8 p . — . 

DWMamson 69 MdGescR 202 (kP Dutch 
59 Lrieestorobiro won by 34 run*. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBEP- 

3,000 

Therunberoftictetstoribot- 
bafs World Cup finals in Francs 
that remain on sate. The only 
matches not yet sold out are 
Cameroon v Aistrafa, ttaly v 
CWa C«av Austria, Span vBii- 
garia. Mgeria v Paraguay and 
South Attsv Saud Arstia. Over 
one nfflon Sdtrts were posted 
yestenfey: after being stucKh an 

arport hanger in Chtoautxa far 

tw days due to a postal strike. 


Mike Carey 

reports from Northampton 

Northamptonshire 198-9 
Leicestershire 199-2 
Leicestershire win by tight wickets 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE have 
invariably been stow starters in 
recent seasons and events here 
yesterday, when they were out- 
classed from start to finish by 
Leicestershire, will hardly have 
done much for morale in their 
dressing-room. 

Things will doubtless start to 
improve when a few batsmen 
manage to find their touch, 
most importantly perhaps Rob 
Bailey, around whom so much 
seems to be built; but they 
could only have watched Leices- 
tershire’s Darren Maddy and 
lain Sutcliffe with admiration 
and a certain amount of envy. 


Sporting Digest 


Athletics 

Spain's Fenran Cacho, the world 
tfampfansttp \500m saver medeBst 
aid Bxopean tsoom record hoUer, 
said yesterday that ha wfl return to 
competition fa a reed tree fa Madrid 
on 15 May. Cacho injured an ankle 
whfe weight training fa November and 
was unable to run tor two morths. 
Next weakts IAAF Grand Prtx meet- 
ing fa Jakarta, scheduled for 16 May. 
has been caled off because of In- 
donesia^ economic crisis, the otgwv 

sets announced yesterday. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE; Boston 4 fcfinrwoo- 

ta 2; CSmebnd 6 Battmore 5; Kama City 

4 ■ftropa Bw 2; New IWt YSrfwes 7 TtaCM 

2; tbranto 13 Anaheim ft; Seattle 8 Chica- 

go WHta Sex i Postponed: Oakland v De- 
troit 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: San Frendsoo 6 

Honda 2 (70 ( 

2; Colorado I 

St Louis 2; Atiana l 
Yor> Mots 9 Arizona 1; Houston 10 Chica- 
go CUbe 5; San DJego ffl MtoRttae 4. 

Basketball 

NBA COIffetBICE PLKt-OPPS (beM of 
Mreaserias):kxi8naS9NewYbri(8S(fa- 
efiana lead sodas 1-0); Utah 83 San Anto- 
rio S2 (Utah lead series 1-0). 

Bowls 

WATERLOO LADIES PAHS: Final day 

quaMare: D ftoghas & H Sylvester Wflgon) 

taC Johnson &B Rawrffte (Pouton) 21-'B; 

P Daria Jones {Heswal} bt I Ecdastone 

& F McMeeken (Wood Rarpton) 21-11; V 

& J Lower (Btackbum) bt R Brafain & 
M Sratoy (Bofton) 21-10: C Bbaktoy ft P 
McGubk (Ramsbottom) bt B Meslor & 8 
Jones (Bofton) 21-16 

Boxing 

Johnny Nelson has been forced to 
withdrew from Satudayb vacant Eu- 
ropean cnisenweight title flefat at 
Sheffield* hBsborough Laisue Cen- 
tre against Ruesiab Ale»ander Sn due 
toabackr^jy. 

The 47-year-crtd Roberto Duran of 
Panama, who has held titles In four 
afferent weight ctesses. vwfl chatonge 
toe American fktoter, WMam Joppy, 
for he World Bating Assocfa^n 
mkJdeweigtit thb. 1 Tb contest wfl be 
on the urtoeroard of Evander Hoty- 
fiakfe hearywnlght fight against Hen- 
ry Akfawanda fa New York next 
month. 


The pair laid the foundation 
for a win which was achieved 
with 10 overs to spare, by putting 
on 123 together. As a left and 
right-hand combination, they 
made the most of the generous 
width offered them. But there 
was more to iL There appears 
to be a vacancy for an opener 
for England team and if new 
Hood is required, the credentials 
of not only Maddy, who had a 
wonderful A team tour last 
winter, but his partner, are worr 
thy of dose examination. - - ' 

Maddy, almost old-fash- 
ioned in his correct upright 
technique, was a joy to watch. 
The angular, left-handed Sut- 
cliffe, who seems to see the ball 
earlier than most, has many of 
the characteristics of Bill Lawry, 
not least around his off stump. 

Tbgether they closed the 
door on Northamptonshire and 


Football 

The 

Robson . wB ptey fa Chris I 

toerave^S^adLffn^nftfcJay.The 
40yBBK*j former England captan has 
not played for Boro awe a 2-0 defeat 
at Arsenal on New Maarb Day 1997. 
Coventry^ farmer FA Cup-winning 
captain Brian KBdfae was yesterday 
one of six first-team squad members 
to be reJeesed by Halts* Town. 
Southampton hawe given a free trans- 
fer to fhettud choice goafceeper Dar- 
ryl Rahavan, who b raving trials at 
Notts County. The 19-ysaK*1 has de- 
cided to leave toe Dei because Paid 
Jones and Nei Moss are ahead of him 
inthequeua 

jfasrry Floyd Hassetoaink has been 
named Leeds’ Player of the Ytar fa his 
first season in Engfeh footbaL The Suri- 
nam-born stiternas scored 22 goals 
fa all competitions for Leeds ana b fa 
contsnfion far a pfeoe fa Hotencfe Wald 
Cup sojeCLNorwegteimidblder or de- 
fender Tommy Knmvlc, named 

Leeds’ Mxmg Player of the Tbar. 
Luton Ibwrfe captain Gary Wtaddock 
yesterday announced his retirement as 


make the most of a hard, dry 
pitch which was a credit to 
groundsman David Bates. 
Northamptonshire's failure to 
capitalise on it after winning the 
toss was the key to their down- 
fell. Leicestershire certainly 
bowled fast and straight on it, 
not least Alan Mullally who 
found that off-stump line which 

has batsme n uncertain whether 

to play at him or leave well 
alone. Once Mai Loye had 
gone first bail, choosing the first 
. option, Northamptonshire were 
always on the backfooL 
They could scarcely claim 
they were unlucky except perhaps 
David Capd, who was given out 
fbw to a ball he was aiming to 
glance from around leg stump. 
Rube would be wise not to make 
a habit of hanging around as long 
as he did here once tbe umpire’s 
decision has been dearly given. 


named as the no* coach of the Ger- 
man Second DMsion ckia Fortuna 
Cotogna Ha is currently a gceloep- 

Ing coach with Boruaeia Dortmund. 

BELGIUM PRELIMINARY WORLD CUP 

SQUAD: GoaVcMpan: D 0 Wflds (Andtr- 

tBCtTQ, WMfkKtot <Cftto Bruges), Vanda 

Write (EerekBcWAsfea Oafandm: Boric*- 
man* (Club Bruges), DeTtandra 
Bragesl, Laonard (Monaco), Stoa 

Bragasx Cranon Mapoi). Vktoi 

wf MouscronX Vb*i NWr (UorsaL Da 

~ rtAnctortochQ.VMroatenJGsmtori 

4. MUMdara: Batti (Mec^ Wn ctor 

Elat (dub Brugasl Van Kerekhovcn 


a pteyor after 18 years and 573 ap- 

pearanossHsKthenewAcedamy U> 
der-17 coach st Queer* Parte Rangers. 
The Bristol Rovers forward Jamie 
Cureton suffered a hartne fractu® of 
hb left leg against Bren tfo rd \asX Sat- 
urday and wB miss lhe Second Dfvf- 
skm promotion ptay-trffe. 

Aston Via are conriderfag signing the 
AustraSwi International wt-back Dan- 
ny Tlano, 34, who has spent toe last 
sr months of the season on loan at 
Stote Cfty from his Swiss dub Baden. 
Macclesfield Tbwn have said that al of 
their Second Dfvbton home games 
next season wll be aft-ticket 
The Souft Korean government has de- 
cided to go ahead with a new stad- 
un far the 2002 World Cup finals. 
Gow e mma nt dMartments favofwed fa 
met to deckle whetearto 


a new steeftn or save money by 
r en ovating SecxA ChamsU stadum. 
ThefbrmarGermanygoaheeperHar- 
ald Sdxinaches who earned notoriety 
for his fad on Franoefe Patrick Battis- 
ton at the 1982 World Ctax has been 


Racing results 


UTTOXETEH 

SJOcl. RED REBEL (Mr N Wlson) 4- 
6 fav; 2. Rusty PSOow 7-2; 3. Ladwycba 
Goto 5-1 iron. 16k I'A-fTWaBort). Tote; 
£140; euo, Eiaa Dual F orecast £isa 
Computer Sbafaftf Fdracasc £2661 
&20:1. SPECIALIZE (M6riffihs) 6-1; 
2. Funky 7-2 fat 3. Chfoteote 20-1 15 
ML W, hd. (K Buka}. Sob* £Z30; £2fip 
£130, £530. Dual Forecast £3070 CSF: 
fizaOS, Tncaat £38383. Non ffamn; 
Pause ForThaght, Phrvius & TUdor Fal- 
coft ‘Bio; £25730 part w on. Pod of £7373 
carted forward to Friday. Wriner bo^it 
ta far 6£00 gutoaos. . 

1.THE MALAKARM& (Mr B W- 
lock) 8-1: & Lord ReSc 4-5 Eev, 3. Kat- 
HaaB-lSian. (MsCarafina Baflq). 

Ibte: £S£0; £160, £130, £270. C3»l Fore- 
cast £360. CSF: £M45, 'fiio: £1850 Non 
Runner Hgh Padre 


WETHERBY 

6.05: 1. ISLAND SANCTUARY (R 
Thornton) 54 tar, 2. Ateatofl 94; 3 . 
Freedom Ctanca 12-1 13 ran. S, a (D 
Mchobon). Ibta: £240; £m £l8h £390 
Dual Forecast £200. Computer Straight 
Forecast £381 Trio: £1200 

&3S: 1. ORGAN REOTAL (M Breman) 
3-1; 2. Purevataia 74 Ji tor, 3. Radicaf 
Ctwice 7-4 Jt fat 7 ran. 'A, H, (O Bran- 
nan). lbtK £380; £130 £180. Dud Fwe- 
cast £290 Corrputw Straight Forecast 
£844 Non ftroan Phar Echo. 

7^&1.P«L!P^WOC®Y[MAFi2ger- 
akfl5-l:2.PwTtJandsnyar101;3.Rua- 
tlc Air 9-1 11 ran. a hd. (N Hendareon). 
Tbta: £530; £ 2.10 £240 £150 Cted Fore- 
cast OUTOl CSF: £5053. Tricast £0141 
Trio; £9030 

• David Nicholson saddled 100 
wiimeis for the third time in a sea- 


. Ltepeo- 

Uigefc NHa (PSv andtowSi^OHwIre 
(Floranrina). Vsrt w ya p (Ctob BrugsaJ. 
ROMANIAN CUP FINAL (Bucharest): 
Rapid B u charest 1 Udvareitatoa Oakwa o 
TUESDAYS LATE RESLRT& FA Caring 

PramtoraMpc Crystal Faiacs 3 Hhat Ham 3 

Hyman 1 nnspw Qwnbn taaiawa Cup 

finat Oxford Ctty 1 Sutton Utd B. UMapcxl 

Unlsd Courtlaa Laagua Pnaator Uriskia: 

Ford Sports 4 SWtoS^ WNMigborough 0 

S&L Corby 1; Eyneabury 0 Bouna l Amott 

toauanovNortnern League RrafOMatorr 

Rim Newcaala 4 Easingion Q Unljet 9ua- 
saa County Laague Flrat Dtvlafon: RkM 

3 Hngnar O Scrawffac Direct Lssoue Pro- 

nier DMsion: 


Bridgwater 1 
Noli West CduNbs Laau FM DfuWtn 
Atherton LB 1 Newcastle ^ Town 1 Northam 

Countiss Eaat Laagua Pramter DMsion: 

North Farrby 3 EcOMB t Ponthra Laague 

JNandar Dtvtriore Darby 3 Uwarpod 1 ; Leeds 

1 Bertxi 0 Second DMstorc BunSoyl York 

CStyQ Laagua Cw> Ante: Sheffield Utd 1 

Ftomfam 0 Axon Insinaca ComMnation 

Rrat QMate Arsenal 2 WHford 0; Charl- 

ton 0 'fctlBnham 3; Southampton 0 r 
1 Uste (Mar-16 ChamptoreHp ffi 

SareMlnala: RmuHb of Ireland r 
0; Spain 1 tody! 

Ice hockey 

WCffiLD CHAVTONSHP Group D: Latvia 
7 KazatMun 2 (fn Baaie). Group C: Swe- 
den 6 Unitad States 1 (In Zuksfi). 

Judo 

South Korean Judo authorities hope to 
field a joint team with North Korea far 
the World Ctp in Septentoerfa Mn- 
ak, Belarus. 

Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOODS Treble chance: 20 pts 

E3707I400. 19 £7 9725 IB PB&1 7 £365 

Mne hornM^reja Fh»— a ye £380*^ 

VERNONS: Itabla ctwncac 19plB E2P7175 
18 £935 17 £175. 


son when Kilbride Lad took the 
Balmoral Juvenile Novice Hurdle 
at Chepstow yesterday. And just 
for good measure the master of 
Jackdaws Castle hit the ton at the 
expense of his arch rival, Martin 

Pipe, who whs hoping to make it 
a double century with eventual 
runner-up Rainbow Star. -We’ve 
always stopped at 100 in the past, 
but this time we are going to car- 
ry an md establish new figures for 
the yard." stated Nicholson. “We 
hit a blank spot earlier this year 
when some of the horses were' 
wrong or we would have had 125 
winners by now and who knows 
how many more." the trainer 


Saints to lend 
youngsters 


Rugby League 


P awe Hadfieid 

ST HELENS are planning to 
lend three of their most promis- 
ing young players to their sister 
dub in Worcester. Saints want 
to broaden the experience of 
so ny » of their Academy players 
by letting them play for the Mid- 
lands side - also the Saints - in 
the Rugby League Conference. 

Tbe dub’s chief executive. 
David Howes, said that the 
League bad been asked to give 
tbe go-ahead to the ground- 
breaking scheme. “We have 
put a lot of work into our twin- 
ning arrangement with Worces- 
ter and would be all in favour 
of some of our young players 
turning out for them - but only 
if we can get a policy decision 
from the League,” he said. 

St Helens’ prop forward, 
ApcdloPerelini, will start bis first 
Super League match of the 
season at Bradford on Sunday 
after recovering from a knee in- 
jury he suffered in March. Paul 
Scultborpe will also return af- 
ter a thigh strain. 

Keiron Cunningham is a 
50-50 proposition to start bis first 
Super League game this year fol- 


lowing a groin operation. Wigan 
have contacted Saints officially 
to deny reports that they are try- 
ing to sign Cunningham in time 
for next season. 

The consortium bidding for 
a Super League franchise for 
Cardiff has the verbal agree- 
ment of four international play- 
ers based in Australia that they 
' would join the dub for its in- 
augural season. The players - 
three Australians and a New 
Zealander - have all had talks 
about coming to the Welsh 
capital next season. 

The consortium has also 
discussed the possibility of play- 
ing at the Cardiff Bay Stadium 
when it is built early in the mil- 
lennium, although its initial 
home would be witii the Cardiff 
rugby union team at the Arms 
Park. Cardiff faces competi- 
tion for the franchise from 
Swansea, which already has the 
backing of Super League’s man- 
aging director, Maurice Lindsay. 

The former Australian Test 
forward. Rod Reddy, could 
look to Britain after being 
sacked as coach by the Adelaide 
Rams. Reddy, who once 
coached Barrow, has been re- 
placed by the former Perth 
coach, Dean Lance. 


Muster slams 
claims of 
retirement 


Tennis 


THOMAS MUSTER con- 
founded tbe seedings yesterday 
when he became the first play- 
er to reach tbe third round of tbe 
German Open in Hamburg and 
then launched a scathing attack 
on Haims that he was ready to 
retire. 

Musterwon a battle of former 
French Open champions against 
the third-seeded Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov of Russia and then said he 
had the feeling that “people have 
been trying to bury me alive". 

Muster was incensed at an 
item on the official ATP website, 
which was the opinion of a doc- 
tor who Muster said had not seen 
him for six- months. “1 read on 
the ATP Internet that I was 
preparing for retirement, which 
is bullshit,” Muster said. 

British No 1 Greg Rusedski 
is the No 2 seed for the Stefla Ar- 
tois Championships. Tim Hen- 
man is sixth seed for the event 
at the Queen’s CJub, London, 
starting on June & 


Rallying 

CORSICA RALUT Rnal atendtogK 1 C 
McRae (08) Subaru Impreza 4hr 2m«s 
469B8C 2 F Detecour (R) Peugeot 306 Maxi 
J*JS 2Z230C 3 P Uaiti (fa Subaru Impreza 
+3004 G RvtzzJ (FW Peugeot 306 Maxi +381 
5B7hjry (Bel) Ford Escort +4&86DAuri- 
d (Frt Toyota Corote plus 2nto393eec 7 F 
Doerier (Fr) Caroen xsara -H4Q11 BCSonc 
(Sp) Tbyoa Coda +4:035 9 J Kankkuwn 
jrti) Ford Escort +447B 10 P Magsud (ft) 
caroen Xsara +8:122. 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP STANDINGS 
(■Aar etx rounds of 14): 1 McRae (GB)3« 
pts 2 C Sake (Sp) 22 3 R Biros KB) IB < 
J KanMomn (Ri) 16 5 D Autal (ft) 15 6 T 
Mafdnen (Fin) 14 7 F Loot (Baf) ©BP Liat- 
6 (H) a S A Vatanen (Rn) 6 «9 F Datoootr 
(Fr) 6 11 G Parizzt {Ft) 4 Manufacturers 
stencOnga: 1 Subaru 35 pis 4 MtsubisN 32 
3 Toyota 32 4 Ford 25 

FSchard Bums has deposed hb World 
Champtansrip rival Cofii McRae at the 
top at the British Rally Driver RarMngs. 

SONY/VOLKSWAGEN BRITISH RALUT 
DRIVER RANKINGS: 1R Buna 2 C McRae 
3 M Rows 4 A McRae 5 M Higgins. 

Rugby League 
The fanner Perth coach Dean Lancs 
was named yesterday as the coacto 
of toe Adelaide Rams tor the rest of 
the Australian National I 
season. Lancs replaces I 
who was sadted on ~ 
wtti two other senior dub i 
Sailing 

&fc|gst Sucking had a narrow 
yesterday when she was 
oner the side htofsAtartfc 
W hi tbread Round the World 
Suddng, a member of toe al-woman 
crew on EF Education, was helping to 
t a saft 650 nrties out from An- 
Maryfand, whan she was 
[up by a wave. Attached to toe 

t by her safety harness, Nib had to 
body surf the Atlantic rotors until 
heated back on board 
WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 

Etf«> tag (3£90 o*w, Annnofe, USi to 

La RocheHa, ft): 1 Swadsh Jteteii (Swel 

2J35 mfas to Mite 2 Brand Sunorgy (NMh) 

13 inles bahtod leader 3 Mart Cup (Mona- 

co) +22; 4 Tba ra ia (US) +43; 5 Irm ovattexi 
tenernerCNar) +64; 6 EF Lanmage (S we) 
+8i; 7 Sac Cut (GB) +*5 ; 8 & Education 

(Swa) +189; 9 Oaua Rwrig (US) +23 

Swimming 

RfchaidUptan,anAustrafianswlmmsr 
who was let off with a wamhg after 
faSng a doping last, has been gbsn 


added. Richard Johnson sent KD- 
bride Lad on al tbe fifth hurdle 
from home and the pair kept up 
the gallop in the straight to score 
by two and a half lengths. “Chep- 
stow’s been very lucky forme and 
my family as 1 rode my first win- 
ner here on a horse called Fairva] 
in 1955 and also partnered three 
winners of the Welsh National 
here,” Nicholson added. “Mfe*ve 
now got over £900,000 in prize 
money and I’ve achieved what I 
wasted to achieve at the start of 
the season and FD be off on hol- 
iday to Botswana and Namibia in 
the summer to freshen myself up 
for next year." 


tha 



Maloney 
denies offer 
to Couch 


Boxing 


THE boxing promoter Frank 
Maloney yesterday denied that 
he made an offer to stage con- 
tests involving Jane Couch, 
Britain’s only female world box- 
ing champion. 

Couch had an application for 
a professional licence rejected 
last year, but she claimed sex- 
ual discrimination against the 
British Boxing Board of Control 
and an industrial tribunal ruled 
in her favour. She has now 
been recommended for a li- 
cence by the BBBC’s Western 
Area Council. 

“1 hav&bcen losing big mon- 
ey without that precious piece 
of paper they call a licence,’’ 
Couch said. “Before Christ- 
mas I had to turn down £10,000 
at Wembley from Maloney.” 

However. Maloney said that 
offer was made by someone else 
and added: “I will not work on 
any show featuring a women 
boxer. 1 flatly deny making any 
offer myself." 


athree-morfh ban by the International 
Coirt of Arbitration. Upton, who won 


a retay sfiver medal at iris 
ttfintedWorMCharnpion s Hpsni 
tested positive for the masking agent 
probentad In an out-of-competition test 
on T7 Fabruary 

Brgit-Heto Matz, a former East Ger- 
man swimmer, toid a Berth court yes- 
tefday that she had been given 
i from toe 


age of W whto competfag tor the far- 
mer commutet state. She said she d&- 
veloped body hair and noticed her 
voice deepen after being ordered to 
taka “ittie blue pUs" wrich, the pros- 
ecutors saH contained the banned 
steroid oraMuinabol 

Tennis 

Britalnte No 2 Karen Cross was beat- 
en 2-6 &4 6-1 by foirto seeded Ameie 
Cocheteux of Ranee fa a first mind 
match fa Canfiffb Womens Chal- 
lenger tounament 
ITALIAN WOMBTS OPEN (Rome): Flrat 
rountt C Torrens-Ntalaro (Sp) bt B SchJtz- 
UcCartty (US) 4-66-263. S Wtems (US) 
M N tuna (Fr> 7-5 6-0 Second round: M 
Pierce (ft) lx SP8towsW<Fi1 6-1 6-2; MSs- 
les (US) bl S Foiina (It) 62 61 : 1 Mojol (Croa) 
« J Kandarr (Gw) 46 64 64; S Tested (Fr) 
bt B Schetl (Aut) 4-6 6-2 63: D Ifen Roost 
(BeJ) bt N SaHaraatsu (Japan) 64 64. S 
waams (US) hr J Kragar (SA) ?-l retired: R 
Dragon* (Rom) bt A Coetzar (SA) 62 62: 
A Sanchs Vicaiio (Sp) M C VWaro (Sp) 63 
7-5: C Maranee (Sp) bt P Parletti (to 6i 46 
S3; 1 Sprtea (Rear) M V ftjano Pascual (Sp) 

63 7-6: A Fusal bi J Norctna (Cz Rep) 26 
7-6 63: M Ffags (Svrt) bt Fang Li (China) 6 
3 60: V WBares (US) ts U Sanchez Loren- 
zo (Sp) 61 64: L Raymond (US) bt A kOer 
(US) 63 3-6 7-6: M Uric (Cnm) bt E LWxjut- 
sava (ftiS) 3-6 6-263 

AIR RED CLAY CHAMPIONSFBP (Florida, 
US): Flrat round: V Spades (US) bt A 
03nen(US)2-66i 64; s CampbaD (US) bt 
A Clement (Fi) 64 7-5; 0 Sangiined (H) bt 
S 8argten (Arm) 66 63 7-5; R Detedo (Par) 
bt C Ruud (Nor) 63 4-6 61 ; P McEreoe (US) 
tn C vmck (Gert 7-6 61 ; J van Hock (Bel) 
bt J Marin (Sp) 7-6 3-6 62: M Tbbbutt (Ale) 
MM Jansen (US) 6-3 62. 

GERMAN OPQJCHetebma) Second round: 
T Mater (Aut) bt Y KafeHtow (Rus) 64 62: 
J K nlp p sci Jd (Gar) M F DgWuB (Bel) 64 & 
3; F Mantle (Sp) M B UBvadt (Cz Rap) 64 
62; F Santoro (ft) bt T Hbb& (Ged 64 64; 
A Berasatogjl (Sp) M M Gustalsson (Swe) & 
3 63; W Ferrers (SA) bt M Rios (Chtel 66 

64 63 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP FlnMi 

tog: SeW (3) v Btackbum Ftowere (I) (806). 
PONTINS LEAGUE Praaiiar Division: 
Leeds vBechium (70) (aiHaSaxTdam). First 
DMstorc Coventry v Gransty (7(5 Second 
Divtootc Lincoln oty tr Rcdherham [701 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hrst 
DMsion: &ighton v VMrnttedon (70); 141- 
«m v Tottenham (2D); Chariton «r Chelsea 

PI* 

UN LET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
Division: Arundel v Rngmer (7.30) 
UHLSPORTUNTTH) COUN7TES LEAGUE 
Premier DtvfMon: Ford Spons v Vfeitstg- 
txnaugh (730). 

Speedway 

ElUE LEAGUE: Swndon v Ipswich (730) 
PRSUBt LEAGUE: SheffeU v Neman 
(745) ^ 

Other sports 

EOUESTRIANISII: Batarttm Horse Thais 
(BaAriman. Gotas) 
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Roy 1 6 begins Muster back on track on the red stuff 

overhaul at 
Maine Road 


Football 


By Paul Walker 


JOE ROYLE and Willie Don- 
achie have committed them- 
selves as Manchester City's 
managerial team into the next 
century. 

Royle. meanwhile, has al- 
ready begun making ruthless 
cuts in the City playing staff - 
starting with the veteran mid- 
fielder Ian Brigh twelL The City 
manager has signed a new 
three-year deal, adding anoth- 
er 12 months to his existing con- 
tract, while his assistant Willie 
Donachie has agreed a two-year 
extension to the one-year agree- 
ment he already had. 

However, while Royle and his 
No 2 we re putting pen to paper, 
the axe was falling on the play- 
ers, the biggest shock being the 
decision not to offer the long- 
serving Brightwdi a new deal 

The goalkeeper Martyn 
Margetson has also been re- 
leased, while Craig Russell and 
Ged Brannan have been put on 
a transfer list which is set to in- 
clude players who have cost the 
club more than £4m in the past 
three seasons. 

Uwe Rosier bas already left 
Maine Road for Kaiserslautern, 
and the £5m- rated Georgi Kin- 
kladze is on his way to Ajax. 

Richard Edghili, another 
who is out of contract, has 
signed a new four-year deal, 
while the teenage striker Leon 
Mike bas also accepted a four- 
year offer. 

Kit Symons' future, though, 
is in doubt- The defender 
opened talks with Royle yes- 
terday and will have further dis- 


dissioas later this week. It is be- 
lieved the new offer to Symons 
is a massive cut in bis current 
wages. He said: “I have had a 
chat with the boss, and there has 
been an offer made - but there 
is sdll a lot of talking to do.” 

For BrigbtweU. though, it is 
a sad end to an 18-year associ- 
ation with the dub he joined as 
a 12-year-old. Half-way through 
his testimonial season, be said: 
“Joe has told me he can’t offer 
me a new contract because of 
the financial situation the dub 
is in. 1 felt sick walking Out of 
his office. I have been at City 
all those years and never want- 
ed to leave. 1 was a supporter 
of the team before I joined as 
a player, so it is doubly sad. 

U I have been told I can still 
have my testimonial match, 
hopefully pre-season, but it has 
knocked me sideways, really. I 
still believe I can do a good job 
for a First Division dub and 
could still even play in the Pre- 
miership. 1 will keep all my op- 
tions open and hope something 
comes up, but leaving City will 
take a lot of getting over.'’ 

Russell, who joined City in 
November as part of the £lm 
swap that took Nicky Summer- 
bee to Sunderland, and Bran- 
nan wiO go on a transfer list that 
includes many of the dozen 
players who have been but on 
loan in recent months, includ- 
ing Martin Phillips, Paul 
Beesley, Neil Heaney, Rae In- 
gram, Barry Conlon and Eddie 
McGoldrick. City also want to 
sell the likes of Nigel Clough, 
Scott Hfiey, Khakaber Tkkha- 
dadze and Murtaz Shelia - 
when the latter bas recovered 
from a serious knee injury. 


Royle is looking to reduce 
the 50-plus playing staff by 
more than 20 to cut the current 
£7m wage bill by halfbefbre Qty 
embark on their first season of 
third-grade football. He is de- 
termined to drag Dty bade into 
the big time, and said: “It took 
Willie and me about two min- 
utes to agree to the extensions. 
I am very impressed with the 
dub’s ambitions and I honest- 
ly think we have the basis of a 
decent side here. 

*Onr im mediate aim htfi grt 

bade into the First Division, but 
the long-term plan is to battle 
back to the Premiership,” Royle 
added, “lb be honest, despite 
relegation, there is a great spir- 
it about the dub and a belief in 
what we are doing.” 

City’s chairman, David 
Bernstein, said: “We are de- 
lighted that Joe and Willie have 
decided to further commit 
themselves to the dub. They 
have, as the board do, great con- 
fidence in the dub. It will take 
hard work and c ommit ment, but 
we are united as a team in the 
quest to deliver the aspirations 
our fans so richly deserve.” 

Seven Chelsea first-team 
players were yesterday still re- 
ceiving treatment on injuries 
that are threatening their in- 
volvement in Sunday's relega- 
tion deader against Bolton at 
Stamford Bridge. 

Just a week before the Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners’ Cup final 
against VfB Stuttgart, Franck 
Leboeuf, Gianfranco Zola, 
Frank Sinclair, Michael Du- 
beny, Dennis Wise, Graeme Le 
Saux and Andy Myers are all on 
the treatment table. 

More football, page 28 
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Wednesday's sol odea 
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ACROSS 

I Hard bat needed when he's 
delivering! (4,6) 

6 Those foremost in welfare 
administration providing for 
lost child (4) 

10 Tbrt was remedied by a sort 
of accommodation (3-4) 

II fatty ingredients in soap Fd 
analysed finally detectable 

12 Several divere? (9) 

13 Aim to catch large animals, 
primarily antelope (5) 

14 Colloquial tern for food 
evokes mockery (5) 

15 Painter associated with last 
month’s speaker (9) 

17 Visual aid with no need for 
aural support (9) 

20 Standard Gvfl Service reac- 
tion - to produce paper no- 
one wants (5) 

21 Serial group makes patient 
tense inside (5) 


Key left in custody of chap 
in Information Technology 
(9) 

Head's article taken from 
Prometheus Unbound (7) 

A plover flying for cover, 
partially? (7) 

South American lieutenant, 
naval man (4) 

Character one caught near 
centre of Rhyl travelling 
very fast? (10) 

DOWN 

Corpulent journalist is 
marked down (5) 

Grass surface provided for 
workforce (4-5) 

Unable to catch Billy, re- 
portedly identified as cul- 
prit? (6-8) 

Outmoded defence contain- 
ing high explosive, atomic? 


5 White wine served in the 
Spanish college is somewhat 
variable (7) 

7 Bouquet sent up by in- 
amorata? (5) 

8 Practical instruction for 
pupils as horses fell (5,4) 

9 Prefers servile treatment in 
dubs? (440) 

14 Errors in only written docu- 
ment to indude former So- 
viet republics (9) 

16 V&xerproof cover bey’s left 
in train, unfortunately (9) 

18 Play with two others, per- 
haps, in attempt to secure 
individual record? (7) 

19 Old tramp ntitialty expected 
to blow his top? (7) 

22 Part of flower originally 
pressed in wax, perhaps (5) 

24 Subject featured in Canale l- 
to picture (5) 
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Thomas Muster plays a backhand during his straight-sets win over Yevgeny Kafelnikov at the German Open in Hamburg yesterday. Afterwards the 
former world No I dismissed reports that he was planning to retire. *1 want to play for another three years,’ he said Report, page 29; Photograph: RA 

French lottery cuts red tape for British fencer 


Sports funding 


By Mike Rowbottom 

THE nation’s best fencer, Ian 
Williams, bas found a way of 
avoiding problems of gaining 
National Lottery funding which 
afflicted so many tilhe British per- 
formers. He has found support 
from the'French Lotteiy system. 

Williams, who competes for 
Britain and took part in last 
year’s World Championships, 
has fenced for the last two sea- 
sons with clubs based in Paris 
which are subsidised from the 


French lotteiy funds. His French 
club pays for him to represent 
Britain in World Cup events. 

That is a benefit which con- 
tinues to elude Williams’s 
British-based colleague, James 
Williams (no relation). James, 
who reached the last 32 of the 
sabre event at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics, before losing to the 
silver medallist has seen his 
hopes of funding delayed by bu- 
reaucracy. While other fencers in 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
Wfalcs have been paid directly by 
their national sports councils. 
James has bad to wait for his 


funding through the perfor- 
mance plan submitted by the 
British Fencing Association. That 
plan has been rejected by the UK 
Sports Council, and an applica- 
tion for an interim grant is, in 
James's words, “in the pipeline". 
No dedson is expected until Au- 
gust, by which time James needs 
to be in Malaysia for the Com- 
monwealth Games. 

James was only able to at- 
tend a recent World Cup event 
in Greece through a £500 grant 
from his local council in Gilling- 
ham. It is the largest amount of 
funding he has had in a year. 


• While he can only wait and 
hope, so too must the British 
bobsleighere who won an 
Olympic bronze medal in 
Nagano two months ago. Sean 
Olsson, who steered the four 
man bob to Britain's first Win- 
ter Olympic medal since 1964 
spoke yesterday of his frustration 
on learning that their success did 
not guarantee a continuing flow 
of National Lotteiy funding. 

Last year’s funding delays 
meant, Olsson estimates! that 
each member had had to find 
around £6,000 to subsidise liv- 
ing and travel expenses. Once 


agam this year, no f unding is ex- 
pected until September. 

“Ttfs all red tape,” said Olsson, • 
a paratrooper based in Aldershot 
“There has been no continuity. 
As far as I*m concerned we had 
fulfilled our end of the bargain 
by coming home with a medaL’’ ' 

Apart from financing trips to- 
Gibraltar and Calgary, where the 
team spent a month last year, 
there are more mundane costs- 
petrol money for trips to thei# 
only training venue in Britain, a 
rusting push-start run on waste 
ground at the back of the Thor- 
pe Park amusements in Surrey. 
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